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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Carster F. Way, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Elm Creek, in the county of Buffalo and
State of Nebraska, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Stacking
Devices, of which the following is a speecifi-
cation. :

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for stacking hay in the field, its ob-
ject being to produce a device by the use of
which hay can be received from a stacker
and stacked in the field expeditiously and
with a small expenditure of Iabor.

My invention consists in certain features
of construction, arrangement and combina-
tion of parts as will be hereinafter fully de-
scribed and pointed out in the claims, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying dia-
grams in which— :

Tigure 1 is a perspective view showing
my invention ready for use; Fig. 2 is a ver-
tical section on line 2—2 of Fig. 8; Fig. 3 is
a front elevation of my device; Fig. 4 is a
side view of the rear end of same; Fig. 5 is
a perspective view showing the latch for
corners of the basket; and Fig. 6 is a per-
spective view showing attachment of arched
bars to framework.

In carrying out my invention I use a
framework which is tapering, being larger
at the bottom than at the top, which con-
sists of the side frames A, a front frame A’
fitting between the side frames and detach-
ably secured thereto by heavy cast hinges «
held together by a pin @’ by the removal of
which the front frame A’ may be detached
from the side frames; a rear frame A2 is
also secured to the side frame at one side by
hinges B and B, the hinge B being at the
top and the hinge B’ which is of the strap
variety being at the bottom, the lower hinge
being secured to an upright part C so that
when the rear end is swung as a gate it will
swing level. As shown, the frame is some-
what larger at the bottom than at the top,
say about two feet larger, so that when the
framework is drawn away from the com-
pleted stack, it will move freely. The top
rails of the side frames have a number of
wires D’ suspended from it, as has also the
top rail of the front frame and the top rail
of the rear frame; to the lower ends of these
wires are secured the bottom bars D2 D? and
D D3, the whole forming a basket, the up-

per and lower ends of which are open.

These bottom bars are held together by the
latch shown in Fig. 5 which consists of a
right angled plate E secured to the side
bars, the bent end of which fits around the
end of the end bars; on the end bars an
angular casting F is secured, against which
abuts the end of the angled plate E: The
angular casting F is secured to the end bar
by a bolt ¢ which also secures the ends of a
bail G to the end bar: The bail has a handle
G” and the cut-out porticn ¢, which latter
fits over the angled plate I& when the bail is
swung around to lock the ends of the side
and end bars.

~To hold the basket steady while in use, a
chain H is secured to framework at each
corner and to the basket, the gate end of
the basket having eye bolts A to which the
chains at that end are hooked so that they
may be released when the gate is to be
swung open; the lower end of the basket
hangs a considerable distance above the
ground, while the framework itself sets up
from the ground and is mounted on swiveled
caster wheels I by means of which the
framework may be swung around in any
position. To the top of the frame at the
front and rear I secure arched bars J J, the
one at the rear end being to hold the frame
while the gate is open to pull away from the
completed stack, and the arch at the front
being used to stretch a canvas across the
front in case of high wind.

To use my improvement, the frame is
backed up to stacker usually of the overshot
type and the stack commenced by letting the
hay fall into the basket; part of the hay
will fall on the bottom bars of the basket
and keep the wires stretched; the topping
out of the stack is started within about two
feet of the top frame and finished within the
height of the arch so that the arch can pass
over the stack when moving the device away
from the stack. All that is necessary in
building the stack is for one to throw the
hay to the edges and keep the stack level as
it goes up, and when completed all stacks
will be the same size and shape and when
settled they will keep better, as the man
does not have to tramp close to the edges, for
which reason the hay will settle better all
around the edges and shed the water. When
the stack is completed, the rear gate is unfas-
tened and the chains unhooked from the
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gate; the framework is then drawn away
from the stack, the basket spreading at its
bottom and swinging away from the sides
of the stack; the gate will be pushed open
as the frame leaves the stack and by means
of the peculiar manner of hinging the same,
wiil swing open on a level.

It will thus be seen that I produce a
simple, cheap and efficient means for stack-
ing hay in a field by the use of which com-
pact and uniform sized stacks may be made,
and with the use of one man.

The arched bars I prefer to make of pip-
ing and secure the ends to the frame by
means of seat-block K, which is held to the

frame by the bolts L 1. which pass through

the end of the piping, the seat block and the
frame, and held by nuts M.

T claim—

1. A stacking device consisting of a sup-
porting framework, of greater area at its
bottom than at its top, and a shaper basket
open at its top and bottom suspended within
said framework, the lower end of said shaper
bagket being expansible.

2. A stacking device comprising a frame-
work of greater area at its bottom than at
its top, a rectangular shaper-basket open at
its top and bottom and suspended within
said frame, the lower end of said basket be-
ing expansible.

3. A stacking device comprising a frame-
work diverging at its bottom, a gate hinged
to the rear of said frame and forming its
rear end, a shaper-basket open at its top and
bottom suspended within said frame, and

977,575,

means for detachably securing the corners
of the lower end of said basket.

4. A stacking device comprising a frame-
work diverging at its lower end, a shaper-
basket open at its top and bottom and sus-
pended within said frame, and arches at the
front and rear of said framework.

5. A stacking device comprising a taper-
ing framework, wider at its bottom than at

‘its top, and a rectangular expansible basket

open at its top and bottom and suspended
Yrithin said frame, the lower end of the
basket hanging above the lower end of the
framework.

6. A stacking device comprising a taper-
ing knock-down framework, and an expansi-
ble shaper-basket suspended within said
frame.

7. A stacking device comprising a taper-
ing framework wider at its bottom than at
its top, an inclined gate at the rear end of
the framework, and means for swinging said
gate in a horizontal plane.

8. A stacking device comprising a taper-
ing framework wider at its bottom than' at
its top, a rectangular basket of less height
than the frame suspended within said frame
from its top, the lower end of said basket
being separable at its corners and swinging
latches at each corner for locking the same
together.

CHESTER FREMONT WAY.

Witnesses:
F. N. AustIn,
Lours L. HoLmes.
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