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(57) Abstract: The liquid crystal lens has a liquid crys-
tal layer between a control electrode and a fixed elec-
trode that face each other, and an electrical field is ap-
plied between the facing electrodes in order to control
the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules of the
liquid crystal layer. The control electrode is divided
into at least two regions, and the liquid crystal layer is
disposed such that the direction of the orientation of
the liquid crystal layer does not match the direction of
the boundary between the facing control electrodes in
the effective area of the lens. Due to this configuration,
when the liquid crystal lens having a split electrode is
incorporated into a camera or other imaging device, de-
terioration of the imaging performance can be prevent-
ed and good image quality is can be obtained.
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