Jan. 26, 1954 U. TORRICELLI 2,666,922
FLEXIBLE PROTECTIVE SHIELD

Filed Dec. 14, 1950

h A

& 0
AT
S
5=

INVENTOR.
UGo TOARICELLI

U Jarilotony

AT TORNEY



Patented Jan. 26, 1954

2,666,922

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

FLEXIBLE PROTECTIVE SHIELD

Ugo Torricelli, New York; N. Y.; assignor {o
Torricellf Creations, Ine., New York, N. Y.

Application Deceinber 14, 1950, Serial No. 200,786

1

This invention relates to a protective shield
adapted to be worn about the head to protect
the face and neck against hot blasts of air de-
livered from a hair dryer.

It is an obiest of the present invention to pro-
vide & protective shield which can be applied
about the head and adapted, when extended
therearound, to sssume a downwardly and out-
wardly inclined position whereby to direct blasts
of air from a hair dryer downwardly and out-
wardly away from the face and neck of the
wearer:

It is another ohject of the invention to pro-
vide a flexible protective shield which, during
use, will be outwardly and downwardly inclined
from the head when secured therearound and
which can be formed of a single piece of flat
material of a special shape at the rear ends
thereof and configured so that when it is placed
around a person’s head and tied, the downward
fiexure of the same will cause the overlapping
and closing of the trailing or rear end portions
thereby to protect the neck from the hot air
blasts.

Tt is another object of the invention to pro-
vide in a protective head shield an adequate
strip or band arrangement along the inner edge
of the shield to render the shield comfortable
upon the head of the wearer and wherein the
ends of said shield are separated until the shield
is tied around the head of the wearer, a tie cord
being for a portion of its length threaded
through the strip and the inner marginal portion
of the shisld and being also passed through
marginal portions of a net so that the net will
be secured along with the band by the tie cord
and thus secured in position to hold the hair
at the top of the head while the drying action
is being effected thereupon.

Other obiects of the invention are to provide
a protective shield to profect the wearer -against
hot biasts of air from a hair dryer which is of
simple construction, formed from a flat piece of
gtock material in a manner 10 be readily applied
and shaped about the head, inexpensive to manu-
fasture, and of pleasing appearance and efficient
in use.

Tor other objects and for a beiter under-
standing of the invention, reference may be had
to the following detailed description faken in
sonnection with the accompanying drawing.

g, 1 is 2 side elevational view showing in use
2 protective shield constructed according to one
form of the invention, and including a top net.

Fg, 2 is a top plan view of the protective
shield shown in Fig. L.
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Fig. 3 is ait enlarged fragmentary view looking
4t the under side of the shield shown in Figs.
1 and 2.

g, 4 is o fragmentatry sectional view taken
on line 4—4 of Fig. 3.

Tig. 5 is @ top plan view of a modified form of
the shield with the trailing ends drawn together
under the downward collapse of the front and
side poitions of the shield.

®ig. § is a sectional view taken on line 6§
of Pig. 5. ‘

e 7 is & fragmentary and sectional view of
4 portion of the shield shown in Fig. 5 to illus-
t7ate the manner of attaching the band and the
use of the tie cord for securing the band to the
irnner edge of the shield. :

The ghield shown in Figs. 1 through 4 is .of
hat-like coastruction and has a brim formed of
fisxible sheet material and a erown formed of
net. The brim consists of a single strip of sheet
rnaterial which is wide enough to prevent hot
air strikihg the face of a person wearing the
shield and is of uniform thickness throughout
its length and width. This strip is substantially
y:shaped for the major pertion of its length
and has a front portion 1§ and side portions it
and 2 which converge rearwardly of the shield
ahd termindte in outwardly widened end por-
tidns i3 and 14, Inner side edges of the widened
end -pertions constitute continuations of the
inner side édge of the U-shaped portion and
Guted side edges -of the end portions are arcuate
longitudinally and merge into end edges of the
stiip whieh are also arcuate and merge into the

innér side edpes of the end portions as well as
mérging into the arcuate outer side edges thereoi.

By having the end portions 18 and {& outwardly
widened and of the outline shown in Fig. 2, they
faay be réadily overiapped when drawn towards
each other and thus allow the flexible strip or
brifa to be constricted for close comfortable fit
abotit a -person’s head and in additien provide
the ¥ifn with & wide rear portion which tapers
towafds it rear-end, a8 shown in Fig. 3, and is
of double thickhess for a substantial portion of
jts aren and very -effectively protects the back
oF nape of a pérson’s heck from excessive heat-
ing by hot alr from 2 hair drier 22 of the type
used in beauty parlors. The front portion {3
and the sigé portions {{.and i2 extend outwardly
from o person’s head at.a downward incline, as
shown in Fig. 1, and very efféctively shield front

‘and side portiohs of the face and, therefore.

all portions of the face and neck are protected
from the hot air of the drier and the skin will
not be burned or otherwise injuriously affected.
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In order that the shield will be comfortable
when worn and vrevent the inner side edge of
the U-shaped portion from digging into a
person’s skin along the scalp line, there has been
provided a band 1§ which is formed of soft
pliable material and has flat upper and lower
surfaces. This band extends along the under
surface of the inner side edge portion of the
flexible strip and is of such length that its ends
terminate adjacent ends of the inner edge of
the U-shaped portion. Aligned openings are
formed through the band and the flexible strip
and through these openings a tie cord (6 is
laced. The tie cord is threaded inwardly and
cutwardly through the openings and extends
longitudinally of the band and has loose end por-
tiong 17 and 18 of such length that they may be
readily grasped and pull exerted to constrict the
shield about a person’s head, the end portions

of the cord being then tied together to form ¢

a bow knot {8 and thus firmly but releasably
hold the shield in place.

The net 2! which forms the crown of the
hat-like shield fits over and about the top of

~ the person’s head in covering and confining re- 2

lation to the hair and has front and side por-
tions of its marginal edge tucked between the
band 15 and the inner edge portion of the brim
where it is secured by the tie cord which passes

through the net, as shown in Fig. 4, as well as 3

through the band and the brim. The rear edge
portion of the net extending between ends of
the band is free, thus allowing ends of the U-
shaped portion of the brim to be readily drawn
towards each other and the wide end portions
of the brim-forming strip overlapped when pull
is exerted upon the cord and the knot {9 tied.

From the above description it will be seen
that as the shield is placed about the head and
the tie cord ends {7 and (8 are tightened, the
end portions {3 and 14 of the shield will overlap
one another and the entire shield will assume
the shape shown in Fig. 1. The net 2i will
extend over the top of the head and will not

interfere with the use of the dryer 22 over the .

head. The hot air blasts from the dryer will,
upon striking the downwardly inclined shield,
be directed outwardly and away from the face
and neck of the wearer. The end portions (3

and 14, upon overlapping, as shown in Fig. b, ;

will form a continuous and complete shield to
provide full protection entirely around the head.

Referring now particularly to Figs. 5, 6 and 7,
there is shown a modified form of the invention
wherein the net is not used and the soft strip
or band is connected to the inner edge of the
shield in a different manner The shield itself
is in the same form as the previously described
embodiment of the invention and the end por-
tions {3 and 14 are shown in their fully over-
lapped position. This is effected readily by
drawing together the ends of cord or ribbon 24
and by tying knot 23. The cord or ribbon 24 is
laced through a plurality of holes 25 in the
shield and about a band 25 folded over the
inner edge of the shield in the manner of spiral
overcast stitching whereby to hold the band 26
in place in straddling relation to the edge of
the shield. Upon release of the tie cord, the
shield can be opened or expanded and then will
rest in a flat position on a flat surface. The
end portions 13 and {4 may thus be separated

10

60

65

-3
o

4

from one another. The tying of the shield about
the head and the tightening thereof cause the
downward inclination of the entire shield, as
will be understood by referring to Fig. 1.

It will now be seen that there has been pro-
vided a protective shield for use in beauty par-
lors which is of simple but highly effective and
inexpensive construction, and easy to apply and
shape about the head of the wearer and wherein,
by the use of the tie cord, a band or a band and
net is secured to the inner periphery of the
shield for the purposes above set forth.

While various changes may be made in the
details of construction, it ‘will be understood
that such changes are deemed to be within the
spirit and scope of the present invention as de-
fined by the appended claim.

What is claimed is:

A hat-like protective shield for use upon and
about a person’s head comprising a brim con-
sisting of a strip of flexible sheet material of a
uniform thickness throughout its length and
width, said strip being substantially U-shaped
for a major portion of its length and terminat-
ing in outwardly widened end portions converg-
ing rearwardly, said end portions having inner
side edges merging into and constituting con-
tinuations of the inner side edge of the U-shaped
portion, end edges of said end portions being
arcuate transversely of the full width thereof
and merging info inner and outer side edges of
the U-shaped portion of the strip, said strip
being formed along the inner edge of its U-
ghaped portion with a line of perforations, a
band of soft flexible material extending along
said strip under the inner edge of the U-shaped
portion thereof and formed with perforations
aligned with the perforations in said strip, a
net constituting a crown for the shield and hav-
ing front and side portions of its marginal edge
disposed between said band and the perforated
edge portion of said strip and having a free
rear edge portion extending between the ends of
the band, and a tie cord laced in and 6ut through
the openings in the strip and the band and
through the marginal portion of the net he-
tween the band and the strip and having elon-
gated free end portions of a length adapting
them to be tied together and draw the enlarged
end portions of the strip into overlapping rela-
tion to each other at the back of a person’s
head.
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