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This invention relates generally to structures for display 
ing merchandise and more specifically to a self-service dis 
play case for women's hosiery and the like comprising 
one or a plurality of modular units having improved means 
for making the merchandise contained therein accessible 
to the buyer in combination with means for indicating the 
successive items and their arrangement to promote such 
accessibility. 

Prior attempts to provide self-service display cases for 
women's hosiery have involved generally a storage unit 
or case containing, for example, a series of shelves or com 
partments arranged one above the other and laterally for 
containing individually flat stacked packages of women's 
hosiery according to size, color, etc. Indicia above each 
shelf or compartment may indicate the merchandise there 
in, and the buyer generally must search throughout the 
many storage compartments, usually by withdrawing mer 
chandise therefrom to check the precise color, style, length, 
etc. until she has found the particular hosiery item which 
she wishes. 

It will be appreciated that the foregoing is cumbersome, 
leads to confusion and oftentimes requires the buyer to 
call upon ths assistance of a sales person in order to find 
the item of hosiery which the buyer wishes to select. It 
is the purpose of the present invention to obviate these 
difficulties and to disclose herein a hosiery display case 
which lends itself more readily to the efficient sale of 
hosiery by the self-service method. 
More specifically, I have devised a display case for wom 

en's hosiery and the like which comprises an elongate 
rectangular unit having top, bottom, rear and sidewall 
surfaces and which further includes means for dividing the 
unit internally and longitudinally into a plurality of sepa 
rate merchandise compartments which are accessible from 
the front of the unit. Each of the compartments may 
contain, for example, a plurality of individual flat pack 
ages of Women's hosiery stacked on edge therein much in 
the manner used in storing phonograph records. In this 
position, the individual hosiery packages are easily with 
drawable from a merchandise compartment. In combina 
tion with the foregoing, I provide at least one display 
compartment adjacent to the plurality of merchandise 
compartments, the display compartment having internal 
lighting means for illuminating the interior and a facing 
translucent member covering the front thereof. The trans 
lucent member displays illuminated advertising intelligence 
pertaining to the arrangement of the merchandise in the 
other of the compartments. Such advertising, in addition 
to presenting a pictorial representation of the class or type 
of hosiery contained in the adjacent merchandise corn 
partment, may in addition contain directions pertaining 
to the selection of items from the merchandise compart 
ments. Normally, in addition to the display compartment 
there will be provided a specific data strip facing outwardly 
and at a convenient angle for viewing running longitudinal 
ly beneath the several merchandise compartments, which 
strip will contain such items of information as the color, 
size, etc. 
A particular and advantageous feature of the present 

invention is that each display unit may be made in modular 
form to be arranged in vertical tiers with several other 
units, and the entire group of units may further be placed 
or stacked upon a storage cabinet base. Fastening means 
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are provided for mounting the several display units one 
upon the other and means are provided in combination 
With the fastening means for making severable electrical 
connections between each of said units and the base cab 
inet for conducting electrical power to each of the lighting 
means within the display compartments. 
As a consequence of the foregoing structure, an extreme 

ly attractive display case has been devised which lends 
itself with great flexibility to the accommodation of many 
different styles and sizes of women's hosiery without the 
previous complications found in prior self-service units. 
These and other advantages of the invention together with 
additional details of the construction thereof will become 
apparent upon examination of the following description, 
by way of a non-limiting example of a particular embodi 
ment devised in accordance with the invention and illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a combination of 
the modular units of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevation in cross-section of portions 
of the modular units and of a base cabinet upon which 
they may be mounted; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary front cross-sectional view of 
one of the display units; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary enlarged cross-sectional view 
taken in the direction of arrows 4, 4 of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary elevation similar to FIG. 3 
illustrating an alternate form which the modular units 
may aSSume; 

FIG. 6 is a detail showing a bracket arrangement for 
Securing an advertising member to the uppermost of the 
modular display units; and 
FIG. 7 illustrates a back-to-back arrangement of the 

display units for accessibility by a buyer from opposite 
sides thereof. 

Referring now to the drawing, initially to FIGS. 1-3 
thereof, a plurality of modular units 10 have been illus 
trated stacked one upon the other, and collectively upon 
a base storage cabinet 11 to form a self-service stocking 
bar. Each of the modular units 10 has an elongate rec 
tangular shape and consists of top, bottom, rear and side 
walls 12-16. The major portion of the unit 0 is de 
voted to a series of merchandise compartments 7 which 
are formed by intermediate vertical panels 8 secured for 
sliding withdrawal within a plurality of grooves 19 cut 
into the interior of the top 12. It will be understood that 
the spacing of the panels 8 is purely arbitrary and that 
a sufficient number of grooves 9 will be provided to ac 
commodate varying of the widths of the compartments 7. 

Running longitudinally beneath the several compart 
ments 17 is a data strip 20 which faces outwardly and is 
inclined inwardly at an angle of approximately 45°. The 
strip 20 may display, for example, an acetate strip con 
taining indicia indicating the specific color and size, for 
example, of individual groups of stockings contained in 
the compartments 7. The stockings themselves, which 
normally come from the manufacturer in individually 
Wrapper flat packages containing single pairs of several 
pairs of stockings of a given size, shape or color, may be 
stacked upon their sides in the several compartments 7 
to leave accessible the ends of the packages for withdrawal 
therefrom. 

In the particular embodiment illustrated, each of the 
units 10 defines a display compartment 22 which contains 
a fluorescent lighting fixture 23 affixed longitudinally to 
the interior of the top 12. A power unit 24 including the 
starter mechanism for the fixture 23 is secured to the base 
or bottom panel 13. The unit 24 is electrically energized 
by wiring 26 leading from the lower adjacent unit 10 
which may be plugged into the unit 24 at 26a to energize 
the same. An electrical connection 25 leads from the unit 
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24 to the fixture 23. The unit 24 contains a further elec 
trical connection at 27 with the electrical cord 28 which 
leads to the next higher unit 0 to energize the power 
unit therein. In order to provide this means for trans 
ference of current, the upper and lower walls 12 and 13 
are provided with openings 29, 30 for the passage of 
the respective wiring 26 and 23. The wiring of the fluo 
rescent fixtures 23 will be in parallel so that should a fix 
ture 23 fail to function, this will not interrupt the circuit. 
The interior of each of the compartments 22 will be made 
white in order to provide maximum reflective qualities 
therefrom. 
As will be seen, the compartments 22 have the fronts 

thereof covered by a translucent member 31 which is a 
composite laminate of an outer layer of clear glass 3a, 
an inner layer of ground or "frosted' glass 3ic and an in 
termediate layer of clear acetate 31b. The latter com 
prises an art insert upon which various pictorial repre 
sentations have been made and upon which may addition 
ally be provided written directions pertaining to the ar 
rangements of the hosiery in the respective adjacent mer 
chandise compartments i7. Referring to FIG. 1, for ex 
ample, the facing of display members 31 show successively 
in connection with the four modular units 10 each a dif 
ferent bodily form of the wearer which is to be associated 
with the characteristic form of the individual stockings 
arranged in the adjacent compartments 17. A buyer 
would therefore, first examine the display members 31 
to decide which general bodily form or figure would char 
acterize her, and thereafter, by following perhaps direc 
tions upon the display member 31 and finally the specific 
information or data contained upon the strip 20, the buyer 
would very quickly be able to withdraw an individual 
package of stockings from the correct compartment to 
complete her purchase. The individual display units 10 
and their combination therefore, readily lends itself to 
apprising the buyer quickly of the general area in which 
her purchase is to be found and thereafter, by an easy 
succession of directions, indicating the particular slot or 
compartment from which her purchase may be made. 
FIG. 4 is a detail showing the manner of securing the 

display member 31 across the front of a compartment 22. 
An L-shaped molding piece 33 is attached by the screw 
34 to a heavy vertical panel 35 separating the compart 
ment 22 from the adjacent compartment 17. The mem 
ber 31 (see FIG. 2) is further secured by sliding therein 
within upper and lower grooves 36, 37 provided within 
the interior surfaces of the top and bottom walls 2, 13. 
As best seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, each of the units 10 has 

a plurality of openings 29, 30 respectively in the upper 
and lower wall surfaces 2, 13 for receiving a plurality 
of cylindrical mounting posts 39 and 40. The post 39 
defines a central bore for the passage therethrough of 
electrical wiring 26 and 28 in order to make the electrical 
interconnections between the successive units. In addi 
tion, the unit 24 receives its power from a connection 4 
from the base storage cabinet which mounts a receptacle 
42 for plug-in purposes. The latter is energized by wiring 
43 which enters the rear wall 44 of the storage cabinet 
1 and as will be understood, it may be connected to a 
conventional wall receptacle. 
Each of the posts 39 contains a radially reduced di 

anneter 39a for insertion within corresponding openings 
in the facing top and bottom of the units 10 and the 
storage cabinet 1. The mounting post 40 contains pins 
48a which may be inserted within smaller openings in 
the respective facing surfaces. By this means, the posts 
39, and 40 support the modular units 10 one upon the 
other in spaced relation to provide an attractive space 
separated display of these units. 
The storage cabinet 1 is of conventional design and 

contains, in the present embodiment, two sliding doors 
46, 47 which are held within upper and lower tracks 48, 
49. It will be noted that the rear wall 44 of the cabinet 
A and the rear walls 14 of the successively tiered units 
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4. 
10 are aligned vertically. Therefore, as seen in FIG. 7, 
the entire display combination consisting of a single base 
cabinet a and a plurality of units 10 mounted thereupon, 
may be placed back to back in a store or supermarket in 
order to accommodate larger quantities of stock mer 
chandise. 

Further features may be noted in connection with the 
display compartment 22. As seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, a 
compartment 22 contains a removable door 50 to give 
access from the rear of the unit to the electrical circuitry 
and to the lighting fixture 23 therein. The door 50 is 
held flush with the adjacent rear wall section 14 by means 
of upper and lower magnetic catches 51 permitting the 
door 50 to be withdrawn from the rear of the compart 
ment. In order to provide gripping means, the aperture 
53 is provided. The door 50 further defines a plurality 
of vent holes 54 for assuring that the compartment 22 
will not become overheated. 
A modification of the display compartment 22 has 

been illustrated in FIG, 5. In the alternate embodiment, 
the display member 31' does not cover the front of the 
entire display compartment but occupies only slightly 
more than half of the frontal area. This permits of an 
adjacent illuminated display recess 55 which may contain, 
as illustrated, a sample display 56 of hosiery merchandise. 
The buyer therefore, may take the item of hosiery from 
the compartment 55 in order to examine the texture and 
shade thereof without removing such items from the 
packages contained in the adjacent compartments 17. 

In FIG. 6 is shown an end view of an advertising 
bracket which may be inserted in the openings 29 at the 
ends of the uppermost display unit 10. The bracket com 
prises plug elements 57 which are interconnected by a 
horizontal rod 58. The rod 58 in turn mounts two op 
posed triangular shaped members 59, 60 made of solid 
rod material or of tubing, which are separated sufficiently 
to slidingly receive an elongated advertising member or 
display card 61. By utilizing the brackets described, one 
at each end of the upper unit 10, the display card 61 may 
extend lengthwise of the top unit 10. 

It will be understood that the foregoing description 
relates to particular embodiments of the invention and 
is merely representative. Therefore, in order to fully 
appreciate the spirit and scope of the invention, reference 
should be made to the appended claims, in which I claim: 

1. A display case for women's hosiery and the like 
comprising an elongate rectangular unit having top, bot 
tom, rear and side wall surfaces, means for dividing said 
unit internally and longitudinally into a plurality of sep 
arate merchandise compartments accessible from the front 
of Said unit, each of said compartments being adapted to 
contain several individual flat packages of women's ho 
siery wear stacked on edge therein and having the ends 
thereof exposed for individual withdrawal from said com 

5 partment, at least one display compartment within said 
unit in combination with and adjacent to said merchandise 
compartments, said display compartment comprising in 
ternal lighting means for illuminating the interior and a 
facing translucent member covering the front thereof, 
said translucent member containing display items of ad 
vertising intelligence pertaining to the arrangement of said 
merchandise in the other of said compartments. 

2. A display case according to claim 1 in which said 
units are modular and means are provided for fastening 
said units one upon the other in successive tiers. 

3. A display case according to claim 1 in which said 
translucent member covers a portion only of the front of 
said display compartment permitting space adjacent to 
said member within said compartment for the display of 
sample merchandise representative of the items positioned 
in the adjacent merchandise compartments. 

4. A display case according to claim 2 in which each 
of said display compartments includes a receptacle for 
electrically connecting and disconnecting said internal 
lighting means, and said receptacle is conducted internally 
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of said fastening means successively to next lower units 
and therefrom to a source of voltage. 

5. A display case for women's hosiery and the like 
comprising a plurality of elongate rectangular units hav 
ing top, bottom, rear and side wall surfaces, each of said 
top and bottom surfaces defining a plurality of spaced lon 
gitudinal openings, a number of cylindrical mounting 
posts having radially reduced end portions for reception 
in said openings to permit stacking of said units one 
upon the other in vertically separated relation, means for 
dividing each of said units internally and longitudinally 
into a plurality of separate merchandise compartments 
accessible from the front of said unit, each of said com 
partments being adapted to contain several individual flat 
packages of women's hosiery wear stacked on edge therein 
with the ends thereof exposed for individual withdrawal 
from said compartment, a display compartment within 
the end portions of each of said units in combination with 
said merchandise compartments, said display compart 
ment comprising internal lighting means for illuminating 
the interior thereof and further comprising a facing trans 
lucent member for covering the front thereof, said trans 
lucent member containing display items of advertising 
intelligence pertaining to the arrangement of said mer 
chandise in the other of said compartments, said mounting 
posts intermediate said display compartments being hol 
low to form electrical conduit means and wiring connec 
tions through said hollow mounting posts connected to 
each of said lighting means, said lighting means and wir 
ing being provided with quick disconnect means in each 
of said units. 

6. A display case according to claim 5 in which a base 
cabinet is provided for mounting several of said units 
thereupon in successive tiers, mounting posts separate the 
top surfaces of said cabinet and the lower surface of the 
lower unit, means are provided in the top Surface of the 
cabinet for receiving the lower portions of the mounting 
posts used to support the tiers of units, and said base 
cabinet is provided with electrical wiring for the trans 
mission of power internally thereof to the lower of said 
units. 

7. A display case for women's hosiery and the like 
comprising a plurality of elongate rectangular units hav 
ing top, bottom, rear and side wall surfaces, each of said 
top and bottom surfaces defining a plurality of spaced 
longitudinal openings, a number of cylindrical mounting 
posts having radially reduced end portions for reception 
in said openings to permit stacking of said units one upon 
the other in vertically separated relation, means for di 
viding each of said units internally and longitudinally 
into a plurality of separate merchandise compartments 
accessible from the front of said unit, each of said com 
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partments being adapted to contain several individual flat 
packages of Women's hosiery wear stacked on edge therein 
with the ends thereof exposed for individual withdrawal 
from said compartment, a display compartment within 
the end portions of each of said units in combination with 
said merchandise compartments, said display compart 
ment comprising internal lighting means for illuminating 
the interior thereof and further comprising a facing trans 
lucent member for covering the front thereof, said trans 
lucent member containing display items of advertising 
intelligence pertaining to the arrangement of said mer 
chandise in the other of said compartments, a removable 
access door at the end of said rear wall and said display 
compartment, quick disconnect means connected to said 
door and to the interior of the top and bottom surfaces 
of said unit for fastening said door to said unit, said quick 
disconnect means permitting withdrawal of said door from 
the rear of said unit, said mounting posts intermediate 
said display compartments being hollow to form electrical 
conduit means, and wiring connections through said hol 
low mounting posts connected to each of said lighting 
means, said lighting means and wiring being provided 
with quick disconnect means in each of said units. 

8. A display case according to claim 7 in which a plu 
rality of grooves running from front to rear are defined 
within the internal upper surface of the top of each unit, 
a plurality of vertical panels are received within at least 
some of said grooves for defining said merchandise com 
partments, and top and bottom grooves are provided 
across the front of said display compartment within the 
facing top and bottom surfaces thereof for the sliding 
reception of end portions of the translucent member, the 
edge of said member adjacent to said merchandise com 
partments being held by end fastening means to a ver 
tical partition intermediate said display compartment and 
adjacent one of said merchandise compartments. 

9. A display case according to claim 7 in which the 
topmost unit of a display case in which the mounting post 
locations at the top surface of the uppermost unit mount 
bracket means generally adjacent to end portions of said 
unit, and said bracket means holds a member containing 
advertising along the front thereof, said member extend 
ing between said bracket means lengthwise of said unit. 
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