
Nov. 6, 1923. 1,472,973 
W. C. GRAHAM ET A 

METHOD AND MEANS FOR MAKING SHOW CARDS AND THE LIKE 

Filed April 1, 1922 

-SIGN 
AATAA 
co-e OE a (OE o (o) o 

NNst. 2ZZZZZZ2ZZZZN 

se A. - Y-A /s City 
NNs. 

INVENTOR. 
Walton C. Grahan. 

and Julius f. Rasmusser. 
- 

ATTORNEY. 

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

    

  



i 

Patiented Nov. 6, 1923. 

UNITED STATES 

1472,973 

PATENT office. 
WAITOR. C. GRAEAR AND JULIUS F. RASRUSSEN, OF DENVER, COLORAO0. 

63SOD AND REARS FOR, ANG SEOWy CARDS AND TEthe Lice. 

Application aled April 11, 1922, serial Iro. 55,789. 
To all whom it 6078? 
Be it known that we, WALTON C. GRAHAM 

and Jul IUs F. RASMUSSEN, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Denver, in the 
county of Denver and State of Colorado, 
have invented certain new and useful.Im 
provements in Methods and Means for Mak 
ing Show Cards and the like, of which the fivi, is a specification. 

10 Our invention relates to a method and 
means for making show-cards, signs, maps 
and other objects, and its primary object 
is to provide a simple and convenient 
method of attaching cut letters and other 
characters upon a surface in true alinement 
with each other and at the proper distances 
aga. 
We attain this object by the provision of 

cut letters, figures and other characters made 
20 of paper or other fiexible material coated on 

one side with an adhesive, and formed with 
detachable extensions which, in edge-to-edge 
alinement, determine the spaces between the 
letters in the formation of a word or phrase. 

26 in co-operation with these characters, is 
used a holding element adapted to place the 
adjoining letters in alinement, by engage 
ment with the end-edges of their extensions 
and provided with means to clamp the sams 

30 against relative displacement. 
An embodiment of the means employed 

for carrying our invention into practice, has 
been shown in the accompanying drawings 
in the several views of which like parts 35 are similarly designated and in which 

Figure 1 represents a pian view of the 
holding element with a plurality of letters 
in place thereon; O 

Figure 2, a section on the line 2-2, Fig 
40 ure ; 

Figure 3, a similar section showing the 
first action in the process of attaching the 
letters on the holder, to the surface of a sign 
or other object; 

45 Figure 4, a similar view illustrating the 
second step of the process; 

Figure 5, an edge view of the sign and one 
of the letters showing the final step in the 
process of attaching the letters to a surface, 

50 after they have been detached from the hold 
ing element; 

E. 6, a face view of the completed 
sign, drawn to a reduced scale; and 
E. 7, an enlarged face view of two 
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of the character members of the device in their original condition, 
Referring more specifically to the draw 

ings, the reference numerals 2 designate the 
character members of the device cut or 
stamped out of paper or other flexible ma 
terial, and each composed of a body portion 
3 cut in the form of a letter or other char 
acter and an extension 4 which in the opera 
tion, functions as a stub or tab to piece the 
characters in alinement and at the right dis 
tances apart. 
The character members are coated on their 

reverse side with an adhesive substance and 
their bdy portions are detachable from their 
extensions along lines indicated at 5 in Fig. ure 7 of the drawings. 
The holding element consists of a straight 

edged rule 6 which in parallel and spaced 
relation to its edge 8, has an abutment shoul 
der which in the operation, functions to 
aline the character members as will herein 
after be more fully described. 

in the construction shown in the draw 
ing the shoulder is formed through the me 
dium of a strip 9 of comparatively narrow 
width which is secured to the ruie by riv 
ets 12 or other suitable fastening means. 
- Mounted on the strip 9 are a plurality of 
equidistantly arranged clamping members 
10 which project beyond the forward edge 
thereof to engage with a plate 13 of glass, 
mica, pyrolin or other transparent material 
placed between said edge and the cor 
responding edge of the rule. 
The plate is narrower than the space be 

tween the edges of the strip and the ruler 
upon which it is supported and its width is 
substantially equal to that of the extensions 
of the character members used in connection 
with the instrument. 
The clamps hereinbefore referred to each 

consist of a U-shaped blade 14 of resilient 
metal fastened at one of its ends to the strip 
9 and extended beyond the forward edge 
thereof to engage with the surface of the 
transparent plate 13. 
An upright stud 15 on the strip extends 

loosely through an aperture in the upper 
portion of the spring, and a nut 16 on the 
threaded upper end of the stud bears upon 
the spring to force its extended portion into 
clamping engagement with the plate. 
The transparent plate may if so desired, 

55 

5 

80 

9. 

9. 

100 

CS 



2 

be provided with a graduated scale 17 to fa 
cilitate the placement of the letters relative 
to the center or other given point of the 
straight edge of the rule, or to permit of 

5 wider or narrower spacing of the letters than 
provided for by their stubs or extensions. 
In the operation of our invention, the 

character members required to form a given 
word or phrase are placed in the proper 

10 order with their stubs or tabs between the 
clamping plate and the surface of the rule. 
The contact of the lower edges of the exten 
sions with the abutment shoulder places the 
characters in alinement, and the engagement 

15 of the end edges of the same with each 
other, spaces the letters at the proper dis 
tances apart. 
The characters thus arranged are fastened 

against relative displacement by pressing the 
resilient clamp-members against the plate 
through the medium of the nuts, and owing 
to the similarity in width of their stubs and 
the plate, the lower edges of their body por 
tions will be in a line coincident with the 
forward edge of the plate. 
In order to fasten the characters in their 

proper arrangement to the surface of a 
show-card, map or other object, the rule on 
which they are held is placed on the surface 
in a measured position, after which the body 
portions of the character-members project ing beyond the straight edge of the rule, are 
pressed to engagement, with the surface by 
means of a suitable tool such as is shown in 
broken lines at 18 in Figures 3 and 4 of the 
drawings. 
When the letters are fastened by moisture. 

their gummed sides are wetted before the 
pressure is applied or in case they are 
tastened by the application of heat, the tool 
by which they are pressed to the surface 
of the sign is heated by any suitable method. 
An electrically heated iron of small pro 

portions such as commonly used in laundry 
work, is well adapted for the purpose. 
The engagement of the softened adhesive 

coatings of the character members with the 
surface of the card causes the major part 
of their body portions to adhere thereto, as 
shown in Figures 3 and 4, it being apparent 
that their ends at which they adjoin their 
extensions, are not capable of engaging with 
the surface until the characters are detached 
from the holder. 
This is readily accomplished by drawing a 

knife or other cutting tool along the straight 
edge of the clamping plate, thereby sever 
ing the characters from their stubs and per 
mitting of removal of the instrument as 
indicated in Figure 4. 
The ends of the letters may now be fas 

tened to the surface by the same means em 
ployed to fasten their other portions, as 
shown in Figure 5, and this final operation 
completes the work which as shown in 
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Figure 6, will present an appearance closely 
bling that of a hand-painted show 

C.C. ' 

An outstanding feature of our invention is 
that it enables persons unskilled in the art 
of lettering or designing, to make show 
cards and other signs which in the form, 
spacing and alinement of their characters 
are equal to the best hand-painted work. 
and it will be apparent that after the letters 
have been attached to the card, they may 
be ornamented by shading or illuminations, 
and that our improved method is therefore 
productive of results equal in appearance to 
any style of hand-painting and invariably 
perfect as to the spacing and alinement of 
the letters and produced in but a fraction 
of the time otherwise required. 
Having thus described the appliance used 

in our method of lettering signs, show-cards, 
maps and other objects, we desire it under 
stood that variations in details of construc 
tion and the arrangement of the parts may 
be resorted to without departing from the 
spirit of the invention. 
The stubs or extensions of the character 

members may, for example, be divided from 
the body portions of the same by perforated 
or otherwise weakened lines, thereby per 
mitting of their being detached from the 
characters without the use of a knife or 
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other cutting tool. 
Any kind of adhesive can be used to 

fasten the letters to the mount, the adhesive 
can be softened by either heat or moisture, 
and where the last mentioned method is 
employed, any suitable liquid may be ap 
plied to either the gummed surface of the 
letters or to the surface upon which they 
are fastened. 

It will furthermore be evident that by 
lengthening the stubs of the character-mem. 
bers so that they extent beyond the straight 
edge of the rule, the body portions of the 
same may be fastened on the mount in one 
operation, and that if so desired, the stubs 
may be detached from the holding element 
before they are separated from the fastened 
characters. 
The transparency of the clamping plate 

of the holding element is a convenience in 
that it enables the operator to see the ar 
rangement of the stubs relative to each and 
the abutment shoulder along which they are 
alined, but it will be apparent that the same 
result may be attained although perhaps in 
a less suitable manner, by perforating, the plate or by notching the edge at which it 
adioins the abutment. 

at we claim and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent is: 

1. The method of making show-cards and 
the like, consisting in assembling cut char 
acters into a word or phrase, fastening the 
assembled characters partially upon a sur- 130 
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face by an adhesive, then detaching the 
characters from the means by which they 
were held in assemblage, and finally fasten 
ing the other parts of the characters to the 
surface. 

2. An appliance for making show-cards 
and the like, comprising in combination, cut 
character-members each having a gummed 
body portion and an extension at an end 
thereof, a rule, and means for holding an 
assemblage of the character members on the 
rule by engagement with their extensions and with their body portions projecting be 
yond an edge of the rule. 

3. An appliance for making show-cards 
and the like, comprising in combination, cut 
character-members each having a gummed 
body portion and an extension at an end 
thereof, a rule, a plate parallel to an edge 
thereof and adapted to engage the exten 
sions of a plurality of character-members 
assembled on the rule with their body por 
tions projecting beyond said edge thereof, 
and clamping means co-operating with said 
pe to hold the members in place on the 
le. 

4. An appliance for making show-cards 
and the like, comprising in combination, cut 
character-members each having a gummed 
body portion and an extension at an end 
thereof, a rule, a plate parallel and in spaced 
relation to an edge thereof, and adapted to 
engage the extensions of a plurality of char 
acter-members assembled on the rule with 
their body portions projecting beyond said 
edge thereof, and clamping means co-operat 
ing with said plate to hold the members in 
place on the rule. 

5. An appliance for making show-cards 
and the like, comprising in combination, cut 
character-members each having a gummed 
body portion and an extension at an end 
thereof, a rule having an abutment shoulder 
parallel to an edge thereof, a plate parallel 
to said edge, adapted to engage the exten 
sions of a plurality of the character-mem 
bers assembled on the rule in engagement 
with said shoulder and with their body por 
tions projecting beyond said edge, and 
clamping means co-operating with the plate 
to hold the members in place on the rule. 

6. An appliance for making show-cards 
and the like, comprising in combination, cut 
character-members each having a gummed 
body portion and an extension at an end 
thereof, a rule having an abutment shoulder 
parallel to an edge thereof, a plate parallel 
to said edge, adapted to engage the exten 
sions of a plurality of the character-mem 
bers assembled on the rule in engagement 

with said shoulder and with their body por 
tions projecting beyond said edge, said plate 
bearing a graduated scale along its outer edge. 
g An appliance for making show-cards 

and the like, comprising in combination, cut 
character-members having gummed bod 
portions and extensions at an end thereof, 
which are proportioned to space the char 
acters by end-to-end engagement, a rule. 
having an abutment shoulder parallel to an 
edge thereof, a transparent plate parallel to 
said edge, adapted to engage the extensions 
of a pluralitv of the character-members as 
sembled on the rule in engagement with said 
shoulder and with their body portions pro 
jecting beyond said edge, and clamping 
means co-operating with the plate to hold 
the members in place on the rule. 

8. An appliance for making show-cards 
and the like, comprising in combination, cut 
character-members having gummed body 
portions and extensions at an end thereof, 
which are proportioned to space the char 
acters by end-to-end engagement, and an ele 
ment adapted to hold a plurality of the char 
acter members in assemblage, by engage 
ment with their extensions exclusive of their 
body portions. 

9. As a new article of manufacture, a 
character member adapted to be assembled 
with other similar character-members into 
a word or other combination of characters, 
and consisting of a gummed body portion 
and a detachable extension at an end of said 
portion, adapted for end-to-end engagement 
with a corresponding extension of the body 
portion on an adjoining character-member. 

10. In combination, a plurality of char 
acter-members each having separate from 
the others a gummed body portion and a 
detachable extension at an end thereof, the 
extensions of the character members being 
adapted to space said members in a word or 
other combination of characters by end-to end engagement. 
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11. As a new article of manufacture, a 
character-member adapted to be assembled 
with other similar character-members into a 
word or other combination of characters, 
and consisting of a gummed body portion 
cut in the form of a letter or other symbol 
and a detachable strip at an end of said 
portion, adapted for end-to-end engagement 
with a corresponding strip on the body por 
tion of an adjoining member. . 

In testimony whereof we have affixed our signatures, 
WALTON C. GRAHAM. 
JULIUS F, RASMUSSEN. 
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