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ABSTRACT

Disclosed is a book which, in addition to having a pair
of covers interconnected along corresponding edges
thereof with a set of leaves therebetween, also has a
recess defined therein, adjacent one of the covers,
which opens to the outside of the book and is adapted
to receive a tape cassette, and/or an enclosure for the
same, or the like therein. Preferably, the recess is de
fined by a flat, narrow-edged case which is pig
gybacked onto the outside surface of one cover of the
book, and has a recess therein which opens into one

edge of the case to receive the cassette.
7 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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2
ject matter of the book and/or the cassette; as well as

1
BOOK WITH CASSETTE HOLDING RECESS
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to the storage, handling, loca
tion and usage of non-print materials such as tape cas
settes, and particularly to those non-print materials
which are related in subject matter to a library book,
text book or the like, and which preferably should ac
company the same.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION INCLUDING
CERTAIN OBJECTS THEREOF

School libraries in particular often carry large collec
tions of non-print materials such as sound recordings
and film strips. Often the non-print materials are inter
related by general subject matter and/or specific text
with particular books, with which they are intended to
be used. The enjoyment and learning benefits which
can be derived from the conjunctive use of such inter
related books, recordings and films is well recognized
by educators, particularly with respect to young chil
dren. Yet, the books and non-print materials are com
monly classified and stored separately from one an
other, the books being stored on open shelves and the
tape cassettes, for example, being stored in drawers,
plastic bags and boxes, revolving stands, multi-cassette

5

the invention which follows hereafter.
O

15

These objects and advantages are realized by a means
having a pair of covers interconnected along corre
sponding edges thereof, with a set of leaves or pages
therebetween, the book of my invention also has a re
cess therein, adjacent one of the covers, which opens

20

to the outside of the book and is adapted to receive
non-print material such as a tape cassette, and/or an
enclosure box for the same therein. Perferably, the re
cess opens into one edge of the book, such as into the
normally upper horizontally disposed edge thereof, or

25

edge along which the edges of the covers are intercon
nected. However, in certain embodiments of the inven

into the vertical edge thereof which is opposed to that

obtain first one and then the other. Often this is a diffi
30

ample, from the related book also complicates the task

of librarians inasmuch as the cassette and book must be

checked-out and checked-in separately and also must
be returned to different locations in the library. Fur
thermore, because of their small size, the cassettes are
not infrequently lost while being transported to, from,

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

and technique of my invention wherein, in addition to

albums and the like. Thus, the student must locate and

cult and discouraging task for the students. The sepa
rate classification and storage of a tape cassette, for ex

a means and technique of this nature whereby the cas
sette holder, and/or the book-cassette unit, can be
cheaply and attractively produced, and if desired, in
scribed or overlayed with printed matter that is perti
nent to the usage, content, classification or storage of
the cassette or cassette-book combination. Still further
objects will become apparent from the description of
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tion, the recess may open into the profile of one cover
of the book, as shall be explained.
Preferably, the book also has means thereon for re
leasably retaining the cassette in the recess. For exam
ple, the recess may have releasable clamping means
therein, which are engageable with the cassette to re

tain it in the recess. In the presently preferred embodi
ments of the invention, the clamping means takes the
form of a pair of yieldably biased clamping elements
which are disposed in the recess, on opposite sides
thereof.

and within the library.
One object of the present invention is to provide a

Where the recess opens edgewise of the book, it may
be interposed between the covers, or it may be dis
posed on the side of one of the covers opposite from
the set of leaves therebetween. For example, in one of
the aforementioned embodiments of the invention, the
recess is defined by a case which is connected with the
one cover, on the outside surface thereof, and the re
cess preferably being adjacent the normally upper hori
Zontally disposed edge of the cover. In this way, both

provides space for additional materials, such as pic
tures and pamphlets, which may be relevant to the sub

coterminate with one another at the outline, and define

means and technique whereby books and non-print ma
terials, particularly tape cassettes may be physically as 40
sociated with one another, so that the student need
only locate and obtain one body of material. Another
object is to provide a means and technique of this na
ture whereby the physically associated combination of 45
book and non-print material may be stored in the same
manner as a book, and with the same accessibility and the case and the set of leaves may have a profile area
ease of handling as applies to books in general. A fur corresponding substantially to that of the covers. In an
ther object is to provide a means and technique of this other of these embodiments, however, the recess is de
nature whereby small-sized, non-print materials such as 50 fined by a case which is connected with one of the cov
on the inside surface thereof, and recess again pref
tape cassettes can be stored, handled, and located in ers
the same manner as a book on existing shelving, and, erably being adjacent the normally upper horizontally
if desired, can be in direct physical attachment with a disposed edge of the cover, the set of leaves being set
book to which the cassette interrelates in subject mat in from the aforesaid edge of the cover, to form a vesti
bule between the covers in which the case is accommo
ter.
55
In particular, it is an object of the invention to pro dated in the closed condition of the book.
The case may be integral with the one cover of the
vide a cassette holder which is attachable to an existing
book, for the storage, handling, and locating of the cas book, and in fact, the one cover may define the recess
sette in conjunction with the book, both before and on one side thereof; but preferably, the case is a sepa
during the time of use. Moreover, it is an object of the 60 rate item which is attachable or securable to the cover,
invention to provide a means and technique whereby piggyback fashion, when it is desired to combine the
the holder is attachable to the book, for the storage, case and the book. It is also preferred that the case be
handling, and locating of the book-and-holder combi flat and narrow edged, and have a guadrilateral outline
nation on existing shelving or the like, adapted to the about the profile thereof, corresponding in general to
store books in general. Other objects include a means 65 that of the cover of the book. Preferably too, the
and technique of this nature whereby the holder also spaced, oppositely disposed profile faces of the case
the edges of the case therebetween; there being means

3,866,751
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disposed between the faces, within the outline of the

the book 18 to which it relates, so that when the holder

is juxtaposed and secured to one cover 20 of the book,
it approximates the height of the same, but is of suffi

case, which define a recess therein, which opens to the

outside of the case through one edge thereof, and is

ciently narrower width than the cover, to enable the

adapted to receive the cassette therein. The periphery
of the recess defining means may coincide with the out
line of the case, and in such an instance, the terminal
edge of one face of the case has a notch therein, at the

cover 20 to swing free about the binding 22 in the nor
mal use of the book. The holder 2 may be secured in
any one of a number of ways, including bonding or fas
tening it to the cover 20, taping it to the book, or inter

recess, to facilitate removal of the cassette from the re
CSS.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

O

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment wherein the holder

These features will be better understood by reference
to the accompanying drawings wherein there are illus
trated three embodiments of the invention, including
the presently preferred piggyback version of the same.
In the drawings,
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a piggyback holder
showing the cassette removed from the recess therein;
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the holder when it is
secured in operative condition on the book;
FIG. 3 is a part cross-sectional view of a book having
a holder integral therewith which opens edgewise of the

24 and the book 26 are integral, and cover 28 of the
book also serves as the back face of the case 30. In this

instance, moreover, the bottom of the recess 32 is

equipped with a pair of longer wedges 34 which are se
cured to the side walls 32 of the recess, so as to give
the recess a trapezoidal cross section in planes cross
wise of the faces 28, 36 of the case.

In FIG. 4, the holder 38 is connected with the book
40, either in the mode of FIG. 2 or in the mode of FIG.

book;
FIG. 4 is another such view of a book which has a

holder thereon which opens facewise of the book; and
FIG. 5 is a part perspective view of a book which has

connecting the two by means of a slip cover (not
shown) passed thereover, which slip cover may or may
not be transparent.

25

a pouch contained therein, within a vestibule formed at
the top of the book between the covers thereof.

3, but the recess 42 for the cassette opens into the ex
posed profile face 44 of the case. The recess 42 is
adapted, moreover, to receive the enclosure box 46 in
which cassettes are now commonly stored and sold, the
box 46 being bonded or otherwise secured in the recess
so that the hinged cover 48 thereof is free to swing be
tween the open and closed positions thereof, and pref

erably to a closed position within the recess 42 at which

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

the cover 48 is flush with the face 44 of the case. Note

Referring first to FIG. 1, it will be seen that the
holder 2 comprises a flat, narrow edged case 4 which

box and the walls of the recess. The recess 42 in the
embodiment shown in FIG. 4 and the recesses in the

is used in an upright position and has a quadrilateral

outline about the profile thereof, and spaced, parallel,
oppositely disposed profile faces 6 thereon, which

in this connection, the clearance 42 left between the
35

or other cassette container rather than to receive only

coterminate with one another at the outline, and define

the edges 8 of the case therebetween. The case can be
economically manufactured from cardboard or other
inexpensive sheet material. The holder 2 also com
prises a plate of cardboard partitioning or the like,
which is disposed within the outline of the case, but
notched to define an orthogonal recess 10 therein,
which opens to the outside of the case through the
upper horizontal edge 8 thereof. The recess 10 is
adapted so that a tape cassette 12 can be inserted edge
wise therein, and flush with the edge 8 of the case, al
though there is a notch 14 in one face of the case, at
the edge 8', through which the cassette is engaged for
purposes of removing it from the case when desired.
The recess 10 is also adapted so as to have a trapezoidal
cross section in planes parallel to the faces 6, whereby
the body of the cassette is yieldably engaged and re
tained between the end walls 10' of the recess, when it

is inserted therein. At present this cross section is at
tained by bonding or otherwise securing a pair of oppo
sitely disposed resilient foamed plastic wedges 16 in the

the cassette.
40

holder 2 has approximately the same size in profile, as

In FIG. 5, the set of pages or leaves 50 in the book
52, is set in from the upper horizontal edges 54 of the
covers 56, to form a vestibule 57 thereabove, and the

case takes the form of a notched pouch 58 which is in
teriorly outstanding on the inside surface of one cover
56 in the vestibule, there being sufficient clearance be
45

tween the covers 56 in the closed condition of the

book, to accommodate the pouch 58 therebetween.
Other materials, such as felt, rubber, and cardboard,

50
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bottom of the recess. The cassette holder of FIG. can

be used advantageous separately from a book for stor
age of cassettes on shelves in libraries (e.g., with a
group of books pertaining to the same subject matter
as the recording on the cassette tape) or in the bins
commonly found in record shops. When used in such
fashion, the holder can bear printing on both sides such
as is commonly found on record jackets.
Referring next to FIG. 2, it will be seen that the

other embodiments shown in the drawings can of
course be adapted to receive a removable cassette box

60
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may be used for the wedges 16 and 34. Similarly, other
means may be employed for retaining the cassette in
the recesses 10 and 32, including a latch which is ap
plied over the top of the same, and buckled to one side
thereof, or hooked and looped; or alternatively, a cover
which is applied to the case, and is either removable
from the case, or shiftable in relation to it to expose the
reCSS.

Also, with respect to the embodiments shown in
FIGS. 2-4, the cassette holder may be of substantially
greater or lesser height and/or width than the book to
which it is attached.
What is claimed is:

1. In combination, a tape cassette, and a flat, stiff,
discrete, hollow, broad-profiled, narrow-edged case
which is adapted to stand upright on edge without lat
eral support, and which has a quadrilateral outline
about the profile thereof, and oppositely disposed faces
thereon which are spaced apart by substantially the
edgewise thickness of the cassette, and which cotermi
nate with one another at the outline of the case and de

3,866,751
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fine the edges of the case therebetween, the profile di

mensions of the case being adapted so that the case is
readily perceivable and graspable in the manner of a
book, on and from a shelf, and the cassette being re
movably inserted in the case adjacent one edge thereof,
in a profile portion of the case constituting a minor
fraction of the profile area of the case, and there being
an opening in the one edge of the case which is in regis
try with the cassette and adapted so that the cassette
can be passed edgewise into and out of the case there
through, and means disposed in the case about the cas
sette, which are operative to define a trapezoidally
cross-sectioned recess in the case adjacent the opening
in the one edge thereof, the non-parallel walls of which
recess are formed by a pair of wedge-shaped members
which are secured in the case at the recess and yielda

6
book, on and from a shelf, and the cassette being re
movably inserted in the case adjacent one edge thereof,
in a profile portion of the case constituting a minor
fraction of the profile area of the case, means fixed in
the case about the cassette defining a walled recess, the
profile and crosswise dimensions of which substantially
correspond to the dimensions of the cassette, there
being an opening to the recess in the one edge of the
case, which is in registry with the cassette and adapted
O so that the cassette can be passed edgewise into and out
of the case therethrough, and said cassette being
openly exposed to the outside of the case through the
opening, and means on opposing sides of the recess
which are yieldably constructed to releasably engage
5 the cassette upon insertion thereof, and which are so
engaged with the cassette to releasably retain the cas

sette in the recess when the opening is downwardly ori

bly constructed to interengage with the cassette upon
the insertion thereof to releasably retain the cassette in
the case when the opening is downwardly oriented.

2. The combination according to claim 1 wherein the
recess is defined by a plate of partitioning material
which is disposed within the case and equipped with the

ented.
20

wedge shaped members at the opposing ends of the re
CeSS.

3. In combination, a tape cassette, and a flat, stiff,

discrete, hollow, broad-profiled, narrow-edged case
which is adapted to stand upright on edge without lat
eral support, and which has a quadrilateral outline
about the profile thereof, and oppositely disposed faces
thereon which are spaced apart by substantially the
edgewise thickness of the cassette, and which cotermi

25

faces of the case.

6. The combination according to claim 3 wherein the
case is closed to the outside thereof at the faces of the

case and at the remainder of the edges of the case.

7. The combination according to claim 3 wherein the

30

nate with one another at the outline of the case and de

fine the edges of the case therebetween, the profile di

mensions of the case being adapted so that the case is
readily perceivable and graspable in the manner of a

4. The combination according to claim 3 wherein one
face of the case has a notch therein, adjacent the open
ing in the one edge of the case.
5. The combination according to claim 3 wherein the
case is constructed from relatively stiff, cardboard-like
sheet material forming the outline edges and profile
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walls on the opposing sides of the recess taper toward
one another, relatively inwardly of the recess from the
opening, and are yieldable in the directions relatively
away from one another to releasably engage the cas
sette upon insertion2k thereof.
k
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