
Dec. 21, 1926. 1,611,679 
W. H. REES 

EGG MARKING MACHINE 

W is M w 2 ax 
. s S 

A. 2&2,22 corror Em III Llel 
() EG 

--- Sefake a B-25-a-a-a-a-i-Ag-As-an-as-as- al-his 
2 - 2 a.8 29 

27 62 6? stics 7 

Z7-zzle 7zzo 7, 
7112ZZZO/7. W7. Alees, 

  

    

  

  
  

  

  



Patented Dec. 21, 1926. 

UNITED STATES 

1,611,679. 

PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM E. REES OF LOS ANGELES, CALFORNA. 

EG-G-ARXNG ACENE. 

Application filed October 13, 1925. 

In this specification, and the accompany 
ing drawing, I shall describe and show a 
preferred form of my invention, and specifi 
cally mention certain of its more imporant 

5 objecs. I do not limit myself to the forms 
disclosed, since various changes and adapta 
tions may be made therein without depart 
ing from the essence of my invention as 
hereinafter claimed; and objects and advan 

it tages, other than those specifically men 
tioned, are included within its scope. 
My invention relates to means for placing 

an identification mark upon eggs in a crate. 
and among its principal objects are: first, to 
supply a device adapted for marking the 
eggs very quickly and cheaply: second; to 
provide means for avoiding danger of break 
ing the eggs during the marking process: 
and, third, to accomplish the above in a very 
simple and relatively inexpensive machine. 
My objects are attained in the manner 

illustrated in the accompanying drawing, 
in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my machine. 
with certain parts shown broken and shown 
in section for greater convenience of illustra 
tion; 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the above with 
the printing mechanism removed: 

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary ele 
vation in section of the printing roller and 
type; and 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary plan view of 
the construction illustrated in Fig. 3. 

Similar reference numerals refer to simi 
lar parts throughout the several views. 
The embodiment of my invention selected 

for illustration comprises a table-like base 5. 
at each end of which is journalled a shaft 6 
carrying a sprocket at each side of the 
table. The respective pairs of sprockets are 
connected by chains 8, and the two chains 
are cross-spanned at regular intervals by 
cleats 9 in such a way as not to interfere 
with the engagement of the chains by the 
sprockets. 
At one end of the table is an extencion 

shelf 10, slightly spaced from the table end 
as shown at 11 so that the cleats can pass 
freely downward through this spacing. A 
suitable bracket 12 may be used for support 
ing this shelf. 
Above the upper surface of the table is a 

cross shaft 13 supporting a rotatable print 
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ing roller 14. The latter has its periphery 
deeply indented as shown at 15, and these in 
dentations are spanned by an elastic band 16 
upon which the type bosses 17 are mounted. 
An inking roller 18 and distributing rollers 
19 are provided for inking the type in any 
convenient manner as from the reservoir 20. 
The spacing of cleats 9 is such as to exact 

ly accommodate a standard egg crate 21 be 
tween them, and the distance between suc 
cessive type bosses on the printing roller is 
the same as between the centers of the egg 
cells in the crates. Therefore when eggs 55 
are placed in the crates and the latter are 
caused to traverse the table, the upper ends of the eggs may have an imprint placed 
thereon by the type. Irregularities in the 
size of the eggs is provided for by the elas 
ticity of band 16 spanning the indentations 
of the printing roller, and is further pro 
yided for in a manner that will be explained 
below. - 

In order to insure the proper centering of 
the eggs in their cells, and to keep them 
upright on end, I make use of a special cir 
cularly ridged sheet 23 of papier maché or 
similar material. The circular ridges of 
these sheets are spaced to be central with the 
egg cells of the crates as shown at 24. These 
sheets are exactly the same size as the over 
all dimensions of the egg crates and may be 
lased as temporary bottons for the latter. 
For my type I employ specially shaped 

bosses of sponge rubber having a circular 
base 25 cemented to band 16. The necks of 
these bosses preferably are in form of an 
inverted cone and rubber type 26 are cement 
ed on the outer faces of the bosses. It will 
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be evident that this construction provides 
great flexibility, since the sponge rubber may 
be greatly distorted by slight pressure and 
without damage. 
The crate traversing mechanism is driven 

in any convenient manner as by the sprocket 
27 on one of the shafts 6. The traversing 
Speed of the crates must be the same as the 
peripheral speed of the type on roller 14 and 
the latter therefore must be positively driven 
in the proper manner. A convenient way. 
for doing this is to drive a sprocket (not 
shown) on roller shaft 13 by a chain 28 that 
also engages a sprocket 29 on the other 
shaft 6, and to make use of sprockets for this 
purpose that have pitch diameters adapted 
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for making the peripheral speed of the type 
the same as the traversing speed of the egg 
crates. - 

Having thus fully described my invention 
I claim: V 

1. A device of the character described 
comprising; means for causing independent 
cellular egg crates to traverse a plane; a 
transverse printing roller above the crates 
having peripheral type thereon spaced the 
Same as the distance between the centers of 
the crate cells; and means for rotating the 
roller so that the peripheral speed of the 
type will be the same as the traversing speed 
of the crates. n 

2. A device of the character described 
comprising; a conveyor mechanism adapted 
for causing cellular egg crates to traverse 
a plane; a transverse printing roller above 
the crates having yieldable peripheral type 
thereon spaced the same as the distance be-, 
tween the centers of the crate cells; means 
for centering eggs in the cells on end; and 
means for rotating the roller so that the 
peripheral speed of the type will be the same 
as the traversing speed of the crates. 

3. A device of the character described 
comprising; a conveyor mechanism adapted 
for causing cellular egg crates to traverse a 
plane; a transverse peripherally indented 
printing roller above the crates; a resilient 
peripheral band on said roller with type 
thereon opposite the indentations; means 
for centering eggs in the cells on end; and 
means for rotating the roller so that the 
peripheral speed of the type will be the same 
as the traversing speed of the crates; the 
spacing between centers of type being the 
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same as the spacing between centers of the 
crate cells. 

4. A device of the character described 
comprising; a conveyor mechanism adapted 
for causing cellular egg crates to traverse a 
plane; a transverse peripherally indented 
printing roller above the crates; a resilient 
peripheral band on said roller with soft 
rubber type thereon opposite the identa 
tions; a sheet adapted for bottoming said 
crates and for centering eggs on end in the 
cells thereof; and means for rotating said 
roller so that the peripheral speed of the 
type will be the same as the traversing speed 
of the crates; the spacing between the cen 
ters of type being the same as the spacing 
between the centers of the crate cells. 

5. A device of the character described 
comprising; a conveyor mechanism adapted 
for causing cellular egg crates to traverse a 
plane; a transverse peripherally indented 
printing roller above the crates; a resilient 
peripheral band on said roller with soft 
rubber type bosses thereon opposite the in 
dentations; sheets of yieldable material 
adapted for bottoming said crates and hav 
ing a plurality of circular ridges thereon for 
centering eggs on end in the cells of the 
crates; and means for rotating said roller 
so that the peripheral speed of the type will 
be the same as the traversing speed of the 
crates; the spacing between the centers of 
the type being the same as the spacing be 
tween the centers of the crate cells; and the 
type bosses being in the form of inverted 
truncated cones for increasing their flex ibility. 
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