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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES H. DE FREHN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Mount Union, in the county of Huntingdon
and State of Pennsylvania, haveinvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvementsin Clothes-
Racks; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a-full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
clothes or exhibiting racks, the object of the
same being to provide a support for clothes
while the same are being dried, or for articles
on salein a store, which may be raised for the
puipose of getting the same out of the way
and may be lowered for the removal of the arti-
cles thereon or to place more on said support.

Theinvention consists of a series of bars piv-
otally connected upon a bolt passing through
the middle of each of said bars, the said bolt
having an eye formed in it and an extension
rising upwardly from said eye, a cord at-

secured to the ceiling, and a rod having an
eye orring in one end through which the cord
passes, an opening in the opposite end in
which the extension of said rod fits, and a
cleat or button on the side thereof adjacent
to its lower end around which said cord may
be wound for securing the same and prevent-
ing the falling of said rack, ‘

The invention also consists in other details
of construction and combinations of parts,
which will behereinafter more fully described
and claimed.

In the drawings forming part of thisspecifi-
cation, Figure 1 represents a perspective view
showing my improved rack in operative posi-
tion. Fig.2isaplanviewofthesame. Fig.3
is a side elevation showing the rods of which
the rack is made in closed position. Fig. 4
is a detail perspective view of the securing-
bar. TFig. 5 is an enlarged view of the lower
end of the securing-bar, shown partly in sec-
tion.

Like reference-numerals indicate like parts
in the different views.

My improved rack is made up of a series of
bars 1 1, having a rectangular or circular en-

largement 2 at the middle thereof, through
which passes a bolt 3, upon which said bars
are pivotally mounted. The same are se-
cured in place on said bolt by a nut 4, serewed
upon the lower end thereof, and said bolt is
formed with an eye 5 and with an extension
6, rising upwardly from said eye. Securedin
the eye 5 of the bolt 3 is a cord 7, which passes
around the pulley 8, mounted in a bracket 9
and attached to the ceiling of the room.

10represents a rod having a ring or eye1lin
its upper end, having a longitudinal opening
12 in its lower end and a cleat or button 13
upon the side thercof at a point nearits lower
end. '

In using my device the bars11are opened,
as shown in Fig. 1, the clothes or other arti-
cles hung thereon, and the rack is elevated
by drawing down upon the free end of the
cord 7. When the proper elevation has been
reached, the eye 11 in the upper end of the
rod 10 is brought into engagement with the
pulley 8 and the lower end of said rod fitted
upon the extension 6 of the bolt 3, said exten-
sion fitting the slot or opening 12 in the lower
end of the rod 10. The lower free end of the
cord 7 is then wound around the cleat or but-
ton 13, thereby holding the rack securely in
its adjusted position. To remove the same,
it is merely necessary to unwind the cord 7
from the cleat or button 13 and allow the
same to drop. The rod 10 prevents the tilé-
ing of the rack when the clothes are being
hung thereon.

It will thus be seen that I have devised a
simple and convenient device for supporting
clothes in a room while they are being dried,
which, when the clothes are hung thereon,
can be elevated to a point near the ceiling of
the room, out of the way of the occupants
thereof and within a warmer temperature,
where the clothes will dry more quickly. The
same is true when my device is used as an ex-
hibiting-rack, the articles on sale being hung
upon the bars 1, composing the rack, and said
rack afterward elevated out of the way but
in plain sight. If a purchaser desires to ex-
amine the goods more closely or it is desired
to remove an article for any purpose, the rack
can be lowered within easy reach by unwind-
ing the cord 7 from the cleat or button 13 and
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permitting said rack to fall. "The device is
extremely simple in construction and ean be
cheaply made.

Having now described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Arack of the character described, con-
sisting of a series of bars pivoted at their mid-
dle points upon a bolt having an eye therein,
a cord attached to the eye of said bolt and
passing around a pulley in the ceiling of the
room and a securing-rod having a ring or eye
in its upper end through which said cord
passes and a cleat or button upon its lower
end around which said cord is adapted to he
wound, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

2. A rack of the character described, con-
sisting of a series of bars pivoted at their mid-
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dle points upon a bolt having an cye therein, 2

an extension of said bolt rising upwardly from
said eye, a cord attached to the eye of said
bolt and passing around a pulley in the ceil-
ing of the room, a securing-rod having a ring
or eye upon its upper end throngh which said
cord passes, a cleat or button upon its lower
end around which said cord is wound and a
slot or opening in its lower end within which
said extension fits, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses. ‘

CHARLES II. DE FREHN.

Witnesses:
FrANK II. ITARRISON,
WILLIAM DE FRrREUN.




