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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that 1, MIron PRATT, of Deep
River, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Connecticut, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Keys for Piano-Fortes,
Orgaus, and other Musical Tnstruments; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description of the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawing, which forms part of this specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to keys for piano-
fortes, organs, and other musical instruments,
having their appearance enriched or improved
Ly a molding at their front ends formed by
the ivory or other. suitable veneer. The ob-
jees of this invention is to give a bold molding
or prominent ornamental finish to the front
end of the key with but a very thin veneer,
and at the same time to obtain a firm attach-
ment of said molding to the key, together with
great facility of construction, thus producing
a handsome and duarable but cheap key. To
these ends, the invention consists in a key
provided upon its vertical or end face with a
molding composed of an ivory or other veneer
and a molded backing-piece, of wood or other
suitable material, as hereinafter described.

Figure 1 in the drawing represents a view
in perspectiveof a key for musical instraments
constructed in accordance with my invention ;
Tig. 2, a vertical longitudinal section of the
forward portion of the same; Fig. 3, a verti-
cal section of the veneer used on the front end
of the key; Fig. 4, a vertical section of the
backing to which the front veneer is designed
to be applied; and Fig. 5, a view in perspect-
ive of a veneered molded backing-strip, in il-
lustration of the mode of constructing my
invention.

A is the white key of a piano-forte or other
musical instrument, having its top or face ve-

neer b extended to overlap the front end of
the key. The molding on the front end of the
key is composed, in part, of a molded backing,
d, of any suitable profile in its vertical section,
aud a thin veneer of ivory, g, although any
other suitable veneering material may be used. -
This ivory veneer; which has the same profile
as the hacking, is applied to the latter by first
softening and bending a thin strip of the ivory
in molds, and allowing it to harden, and after-
ward securing said molded strip of veneer to
the backing d, which is also in the form of a
strip, as shown in Fig. 5. The backed veneer
thus produced is then glued either to the front
ends of a set of keys held together in a frame,
and said veneer afterward cut between the
keys, or it may be first cut into lengths cor-
responding with the widths of the front ends
of the keys, and such detached lengths after-
ward and separately glued onto the front
ends of the keys. The backing d it is pro-
posed to make of wood, with its fibers running
in direction of the length or height of the
moiding, and whereby a more perfect adhesion

-of the ivory veneer may be obtained than if

said veneer were directly applied to the for-
ward end of the wooden body of the key,
owing to the latter having an end-grain pre-
sentation. The thinness of the veneer on the
forward end of the key, or, rather, face of the
backing, makes the cost of the molding but
trifling, even when the veneer is ivory."

I elaim—

The white key of a key-board instrument
provided, upon its vertical or end face, with
a molding composed of an ivory or other ve-
neer, g,and a backing-piece, d, substantially as
and for the purpose herein set forth.

MILON PRATT,

Witnesses :
’ GIDEON PARKER,
BELLE . PARKER. -




