. 1,627,459
May 3,1927. W. C. RANNEY ~

HOLDER AND CARRIER FOR GOLF CLUBS
Filed Feb. 15, 1928 2 Sheets-Sheet 1

» e, T Jnventor

ati:o ety



May 3,1927. 1,627,459
W. C. RANNEY , .
HOLDER AND CARRIER FOR GOLF GLUBS

Filed Feb. 15, 1926 2 Sheets-Sheet 2

gjnueﬂ'(oc

CHibtins O F

Ty % JW

~

Attor sey



&

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Patented May 3, 1927.

UNITED. STATES

1,627,459
PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM C. RANNEY, OF ELBRIDGE, NEW YORK.

HOLDER AND CARRIER FOR GOLF CLUBS;

Appleation filed February 15, 1926, Serial No. 88,479,

My invention relates to a holder and sup-
port for golf clubs and, if desired, also a
supply of balls, it being particularly de-
vised for the use of players who cannot
have the services of caddies. The holder
which I have devised enables a player to dis-
pense with the usual golf bag of leather or
canvas, although the Iatter may be used in
conjunction with my holder and support
if desired. While being carried by the
player the holder confines the golf clubs,
but when he desires to lay it is set upon
the ground, and supporting legs are moved
outward to sustain the holder in an upright
position, it being at the same time opened
S0 as to permit free selection and removal
of the club or clubs desired for use, When
the holder is raised by the handle from the
upright standing ppsition to be carried, the
legs close inwardly, and encircling arms close
about the shafts of the clubs, thus securely
retaining them within the holder as it is
being carried.

In the drawings—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a holder
and carrier for golf clubs embodying my
‘Invention, the parts being illustrated in the
positions they occupy when the holder is
resting upon the ground and is supported in
an upright position by the legs.

Fig. 2 is a side view of the holder with the
parts in the positions they occupy while the
holder is being carried.

Fig. 3 is a top plan view showing the sup-
porting frame, the arms for confining the
clubs, and the connection of the movable
handle with the arms, through which the
latter are operated. ‘

Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view look-
ing downward, taken on the line TV—IV
of Fig. 1.

In the accompanying drawings, 2 indicates
a base plate which is preferably circular in
shape and may be made of wood or other
_suitable material. Upon this plate rest the
ends of the shafts of the golf clubs when
placed within the holder. Rods 3, preferably
two of them, extend upwardly from the pe-
ripheral edge of the base plate, to which
they are secured by having their ends bent,
as at 3’, and laid in grooves in the peripheral
edge of the plate, where they are secured.
The rods are of a length suited to give sup-
port to the upper ends of the club shafts
when placed within the holder. They are
preferably united by an integral semi-cir-

cular portion 5 located in g plane parallel
with the plane of the base 2, and extending
to the rear of the rods 8. Oneé or more rings
4, preferably formed of wire, are supported
on the upright rods 3, but a singlé ring,
arranged a little above the base plate, being
shown. ‘

6 designates the handle of the carrier. It
is located to that side of the holder which I
herein term the rear side, and is preferabl
formed by twisting together the intermedi-
ate portions of two wires or small metal
rods, the upper portions 7 of which diverge
and are coiled about the rods 8 near their
upper ends to form eyes 8, or are otherwise
secured to such rods so as to be free to move
longitudinally upon them. The lower ends
of the wires forming the handle § extend
toward the rods 8 in side-by-side relation
to each other, as indicated at 16, and then di-
verge, as at 16, their ends being coiled about
the rods 3 to form eyes 17, or
secured to the rods so as to be free to move
longitudinally upon them. When the car-
rier is lifted, by one grasping the handle, the
latter moves upwardly, sliding upon the rods
3, and when it is sef down and the handle
released the latter is moved downwardly
upon the rods. The purpose of these move.
ments will be explained. .

13, 18 are a pair of forwardly extending
curved arms at the upper ends of the rods
3, upon which they are free to swing, being
preferably connected with the rods by eyes
12. 'When the arms 13 are swung inwardly
or toward each other they form, with the
curved piece 5 of the upright supporting
frame, a closure of ring shape adapted to
encircle and confine the shafis of the clubs
near their ends. When the curved arms are
moved outwardly or away from each other
the encircling ring is opened, giving access
to the clubs, which may then be easily re-
moved from the holder. ‘

. I make provision for automatically open-
ing and closing the arms 13 by the sliding
moyement of the handle upon the rods 3
which has been referred to. The arms 13
are preferably formed of pieces of stiff ‘wire,
coiled at intermediate portions to form the
eyes 12 surrounding the rods, and thence
continuing to form the parts 10 which lie
alongside the upper portions of the upright
frame rods 8. The lower ends of the parts
10 are coiled to form loops or

rounding. the rods 3. Stops 14 are arranged
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below the eyes or coils 10 and hold the
curved . arms 13 in place upon the rods 3.
The upper ends of the wires or rods con-
stituting the handle 6 are bent to form eyes
9 which surround the rods 10 of the encir-
cling arms 13, the eyes 9 being just beyond
the loops 8 that embrace the rods 3.

The rods 10 each have a slight spiral
bend, relative to the rods 8, so that as the
upper looped ends of the handle are moved
lengthwise of the rods 3 and 10, the latter
are rotated somewhat about the rods 3, caus-
ing the arms 13 to be opened and closed, as
has been described. Thus when the handle
is moved downwardly, as when the holder
is set. down upon the ground, the encircling
arms 13 are opened; and when the handle
is moved upwardly, as when the holder is
lifted, the encircling arms are closed.

18 indicates a-pair of legs, pivotally sup-

ported at their upper ends, at 19.. The legs -

are connected by links 20 with the movable
handle frame. As shown, the upper ends of
the links 20 are united to clips 21 secured
to the wires constituting the handle frame
adjacent to where the parts 15 thereof join
with the diverging parts 16, which location

is inside of the pivotal supports 19 of the -

legs, that is, between such supports and the
rods 3. 22 are clips on the legs to which
the lower ends of the links 20 are united.
When the support- rests upon the ground
and the handle has been moved down-
wardly, the legs 18 will be swung outwardly
or away from the rods 38, as indicated in
Fig. 1, by reason of the connection of the
legs with the movable handle frame; but
when the handle is moved upwardly, as
when the suppott is being carried, as indi-
cated in Fig. 2, then the legs will be swung

‘inwardly or toward the base and supporting

rods 8. Thus it will be seen that the move-
ments of the handle upon the rods 3 are
utilized to effect the opening and closing
of the encircling arms 13, and also the out-
ward movements of the legs to supporting
positions when the support is set down, and
the inward movements, to inactive positions,
while the support is being carried.

The frame on which the legs 18 are hinged
or pivoted is preferably formed of wire and
rigidly secured to the rods 3. It is shown
as being of two parts, the upper of which
consists of a piece of wire bent to have two
arms 23, 23, secured at their upper ends to
the rods 3 and curved downwardly and
rearwardly to form the supports for the piv-
oted ends 19 of the legs. Thence the arms
93 extend downwardly, in the form of an
intermediate loop that is united by -inter-
twining coils 27 with the lower part of the
leg support, 25. This part consists of a
wire connected at its ends to the rods 3 and
extending thence downwardly and rear-
wardly to form a pair of guides 26 for the
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legs 18, in which they lie when moved out-
wardly to supporting position, as indicated
in Figs. 1 and 4. The intermediate portion
of the lower section or part of the leg sup-
port, between the guides 26, is united with
the intermediate portion of the upper part

or section by the coils 27.

98 indicates a golf ball holder. It con-
sists: of a pair of approximately V-shaped
wire end brackets 29, 30, supported upon the
frame rods 3, and located preferably to the
rear of the latter, so as not to interfere with
the removal of the clubs from the holder.
The lower bracket 80 is preferably located
just above the ring 4, although its location
1s a matter of convenience rather than one
of necessity. A series of upright rods 31
extend between the brackets 29 and 30, be-
ing preferably supported in intermediate
eyes 32 formed in the brackets. The up-
right rods 31-are preferably located at the
angles of an equilateral triangle, and thus
are adapted to serve as the side supports
for a sfack of balls which may be placed
within the holder 28. The portions of the

lower bracket 30 lying between the eyes 31

thereof will serve as the base of the holder
on which the lowermost ball rests. To- pre-
vent the balls escaping from the holder
the upper end of one of the rods 31, prefer-
ably the rearmost one, is bent to form an
arm that overlies the enclosed space in which
the balls are placed. This rod has sufficient
freedom of rotative movement, in the sup-
porting eyes 32, to permit the arm 31 to be
swung to one side to allow balls to be in-
serted into and removed from the carrier 28.

T have described and illustrated in detail
an embodiment of my invention in which
most of the parts are formed of wire, but
it is apparent that the invention is not lim-
ited to the particular material employed in
forming the several parts of the holder.

What I claim is:

1. In a holder and carrier for golf clubs,
the combination of a frame in which the
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clubs may be set, movable rigid confining .

arms for holding the clubs in the frame,

. manually operated means by which the arms

may be set to open or to closing position, as
desired.

9. In a holder and carrier for golf clubs,
the combination of a frame in which the
clubs may be set, suitably supported movable

115

confining arms for holding the clubs in the

frame, a handle by which the holder may be
carried movable upon the frame, and connec-

_tions between the handle and the conﬁning

arms by which the latter are opened or close

accordingly as the handle is moved relative -

to the frame. _

3. In a holder and carrier. for golf clubs,
the combination of a frame in which the
clubs may be set, suitably supported movable
confining arms for holding the clubs in the
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frame, a handle by which the holder ma
be carried movable to an upper position when
the holder is being carried and to a lower
position when the holder is resting upon the

- ground, and connections between the handle

and the confining arms by which the latter
are closed when the handle is moved up-
wardly, and opened when it is moved down-
wardly. ,

4. In a holder and carrier for golf clubs,

the combination of an upright frame in be

which the clubs may be set, confining arms
pivotally supported upon the frame near the

upper end thereof and arranged to encirele

the shafts of the clubs, a handle by which

the frame may be carried supported on the -

frame so as to slide thereon, and connections
between the handle and the confining arms
arranged to move the arms on their pivots
to closing position when the handle is moved
into_the position occupied while carrying
the holder, and to move them to open posi-
tion when the handle is moved to the posi-
tion it occupies when the holder is at rest on
the ground.

5. In a holder and cairier for golf clubs,
the combination of a frame in which the
clubs may be set, having upright rods, a
carrying handle supported on the rods and
movable along the same, confining arms.
pivoted upon the upright rods of the frame
arranged to be moved to a position to encircle
the shafts of the clubs and confine them in
the frame, bars connected with the confining
arms and lying alongside the upright rods
of the supporting frame, the bars having
pivotal movement about the upright frame
rods, they being spirally arranged relative
thereto, and connections between the handle
and the confining arms including loops that
encircle the upright frame rods and also the

bars of the confining arms which lie along- 1

side the frame rods, whereb
ment of the handle the con ing arms are
caused to turn on their pivotal supports, .

6. In a holder and carrier for golf clubs,
the combination of a frame in which the
clubs may be set, suitably supported movable
confining arms for holding the clubs in the
frame, movable legs for sustaining the holder
when resting upon the ground, and man ually
operated means by which the confining arms
are alternately moved to open and to closing

positions, and the legs are alternately moved

by the move-

confining arms for hol

¥ to supporting and to inactive or closed posi-

tions. :
7. In a holder and carrier for golf clubs,

the combination of a frame in which the

supported movable
ng the clubs in the
frame, legs movable alternately to positions
for sustaining the holder upright when rest-
ing upon the ground, and to inactive closed
positions, a handle by

clubs may be set, suitab(li)_r
1

carried movably supported on the frame,
and connections between the handle and the
confining arms and the sustaining legs, re-
spectively, by which said parts are simulta-
neously operated as the handle is moved on
the frame. ,

8. In a holder and carrier for golf clubs,
the combination of a frame in which the
clubs may be set, a movable handle frame

¢

which the holder may

6a

located to one side of the supporting frame

and having arms slidably uniting 1t with
the supporting frame, legs for sustaining the
holder in an upright position, pivotally sup-
ported to one side of the uprigﬁt supporting
frame, and connecting links between the legs
and the movable handle frame, the connec-
tions with the latter being between the piv-
otal supports for the legs and the upright
frame, whereby as the handle frame is moved
in one direction the free ends of the legs
are swung away from the supporting frame,
and when moved in the other direction are
moved toward the supporting frame.

9. In a holder and carrier for golf clubs,
the combination of a frame in which the

cclubs may be set, a pair of pivoted legs

adapted when moved outwardly to hold the
supporting frame in an upright position, and
a frame carried by the said supporting frame

.on which the legs are supported, such frame

being formed with guides in which the legs
ie when moved outwardly to positions to

hold the supporting frame upright.
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10. In a holder and carrier for golf clubs, -

the combination of an
which the clubs may be set, aving a pair
of upright rods, and' a holder for golf*palls
formed of brackets secured to the said rods,
and-rods supported in the said brackets and
spaced apart to form a cage adapted to
retain a stack of balls, one of the rofs being
bent to overlie the stack of balls and
them within the holder. ' '

" WILLIAM C. RANNEY.
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