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This invention relates to shoulder pads, which
are sewed into garments, whether ladies’ dresses
or men’s jackets, in the shoulder portions-there-
of. The purpose of such shoulder pads, which
rest on the shoulders of the wearer, is to give
to the garment a “‘padded” effect.  In the pres-
ent construction of shoulder-padded garments,
the pads are caused to take an arcuate or con-
cavo-convex shape, in order that they may rest
naturally on the shoulders, by the constraihing
effect of the garment itself and by. being ironed
over an arcuate form or by other extraneous
treatment. :

The object of this invention is to provide. a
shoulder pad which will have an inherent arcuate
or concavo-convex shape. An allied object is to
provide an arcuate-shaped shoulder pad which
will not require outside constraining means
and/or treatment to give it the desired arcuate
shape or to maintain it in that shape. A further
object of this invention is to provide ‘a shoulder
pad which will rest naturally on the shoulders
of the wearer and which will fit easily within the
shoulder portion of the garment to which applied.

For the attainment of the foregoing and such
other objects of invention as may appear.or be
pointed out herein, I have shown one embodi-
ment of my invention in the accompanying draw-
ing, wherein—

Figure 1 is a top view of the improved shoulder
pad of this invention.

Figure 2 is a front view, showing the convex
face, of the improved shoulder pad.

Figure ‘3 is a section. through the improved
shoulder pad taken on the line 3—3 of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a rear view, showing the concave
face, of the improved shoulder pad.

Figure 5 is a sectional view, similar to Fig-
ure 3, but showing an outer covering applied to
the improved shoulder pad. .

Figure 6 is a schematic view showing the man-
ner of stitching the improved pad to impart a
permanent arcuate or concavo-convex shape
thereto. ‘

Shoulder pads, including the improved pad of
this invention, are commonly constructed of
three pieces of a facing or surface fabrie, com-
prising a front surface piece 10 and a rear surface
piece 12 both cut substantially of triangular
shape, and a top connecting piece {{ which is
sewed to the front piece 10 at the seam I1f and
to the rear piece 12 at the seam Iir. The side
edges of front and rear pieces i6 and 12 are
sewed together by an overcasting stitch 13. The
inside of the pad is stuffed with wadding 15, be~
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tween which and the surface fabric 10, 11, 12 is
usually placed a lining of thin paper iissue and
loose cotton fibers 14.

The improved shoulder pad of this invention
is given its permanent arcuate or concavo-con-
vex shape as shown most clearly in Figure 1,
presenting. a convex front face 10, Figure 2, and
a concave rear face 12, Figure 4, by a novel form
of stitch; the stitching presents a different ap-
pearance when received from- the front, convex
face 10 (see Figure 2) than from its appear-
ance as seen from the rear, concave face 12 (see
Figure 4). 'The front appearance of the stitch-
ing, designated 20F in Figure 2, presents a con-
tintlous zigzag course of diagonal thread.loops,
while the rear appearance of the stitching, des-
ignated 20R in Figure 4, presents two parallel
lines of thread loops, with an inclined thread
loop connecting one end of the parallel lines.

The novel stitching will be described with the
aid of the schematic thread-lihe diagram cf Fig-
ure 6. The stitch starts at the rear of the pad,
the starting point being represented by the knot
21, and a loop 22 inclined downwardly to the left
At the lower end of diag-
onal loop 22 the needle is passed to the rear
where a lower horizontal loop 23 is made, at the
end of which the needle is passed to the front
where a second diagonal loop 24 is made. It will
be noted that front diagonal loop 24 is inclined
oppositely to the first diagonal loop 22; that is,
while first loop 22 is inclined from the upper
right to the lower left, the second loop 24 is in-
clined from the upper left to the lower right. Sec-
ond diagonal 24 has its upper end at, or very close
to; the point 21 of starting; but at the beginning
point 21 the needle passes from rear to front, as
indicated by the arrow, while at the end of sec-
ond ‘diagonal loop 24, the needle passes from
front to rear, also indicated by arrow. At the up-
per-end of diagonal 24 and at the rear of the pad,
a second horizontal loop 25 is made; second hor-
izontal loop 25 is parallel to the first horizontal
loop 23 ‘but differs in that it forms the start of
the upper horizontal course, while the first hori-
zontal loop 23 starts the lower horizontal course.

The sequence of downward leftly-inclined di--
agonal - 22-—lower “horizontal: 28—upward leftly-
inclined diagonal 24—upper horizontal 25 is re-
peated, the next succeeding sequence of the said
four loops being designated 32, 33, 34 and 35 to
correspond in their second order place to the
reference characters 22, 23, 24 and 25 of the re-
spective 1oops of the first sequence. It will be
noted that the lower end of the downward leftly-
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inclined loop 32 is at, or very close to, the point
where the lower horizontal loop 23 ends and the
upward leftly-inclined loop 24 begins; it will also
be observed that at the juncture between the
lower horizontal loop 23 and the upward leftly-
Inclined loop 24, the needle passes from rear to
front (as shown by arrow) while at the end of
the downward leftly-inclined diagonal 32, the
needle passes from front to rear (as shown by
arrow), The lower horizontal Ioop'33 of the sec-
ond sequence (32—33—34-—35) forms a continu-
ation of the lower horizontal loop 23 of the first
sequence (22—23—24—25), Likewise, the upper
horizontal loop 35 of the second sequence. forms
a continuation of the first sequence. The third
sequence is numbered, in the order of 40, in the
manner used in designating the first and second
sequences.

Three full sequences of the novel stitch are
shown in Pigure 6 together with an incomplete
fourth sequence 52—53—58, i, e., having no up-
per horizontal loop corresponding to 25, 35 and
45. The stitch is completed by making a down-~
ward loop 55’ at the rear inclined downwardly to
the right; at the end of rear diagonal 55’ the nee-
dle is passed from the rear to the front where a
diagonal loop 56 is made at the front and in-
clined upwardly to the right. The thread is
knotted at 57, after having been pulled tightly
to give the shoulder pad the desired arcuate or
concavo-convex form. Of course, it is to be un-
derstood that the number of sequences represent-
ed in Figure 6 has been selected merely for illus-
trative reasons and that a greater or lesser num-

ber of sequences may be used, as desired and as"
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conditions require. Moreover, the stitch need
not be terminated in the manner shown in Fig-
ure 6 in which terminal loops 55 and 58 have
been added to the last (and incomplete) sequence
52—53—54. The stitching may, if desired, ter-
minate at the end of upward leftly-inclined di-
agonal 54, or at the end of downward leftly-in-
clined diagonal 52, or at the end of either of the
horizontal loops (but in this case the terminal
knot will be at the front, rather than the rear,
of the pad). I'have found it preferable to have
hoth the starting point (21, Figure 6) and the
terminal point (57, Figure 6) at the ends of the
upper horizontal course 25—35—45, as shown in
Figure 6 (and Figures 2-4).

Having described my invention, what I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent is as fol-
lows:

A shoulder pad in combination with means for
holding the pad in permanent arcuate shape, said
means consisting of stitching by thread extend-
ing from one face to the second face of the pad
at a plurality of spaced points in each of spaced
lines extending transversely of the pad, the
thread being led from one face of the pad to the
other face, thence longitudinally, thence through
the pad, thence transversely of the pad, thence
through the pad, thence longitudinally of the
pad, thence through the pad, and thence trans-
versely of the pad, said form of stitching being
repeated to provide a plurality of thread sections
as above set forth, the thread being drawn taut
and the ends held at the pad structure against

the displacement. .
SAMUEL GILLMAN.



