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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Document 1: WO 2018/199191 A1 (NIPPON PAPER INDUSTRIES CO., LTD.) 01 November 2018 (2018-11-01)
Document 2: JP 2019-172858 A (NISSIN KOGYO CO., LTD.) 10 October 2019 (2019-10-10)
Document 3: WO 2018/030310 A1 (KAO CORP.) 15 February 2018 (2018-02-15)

A “nanocellulose having an average fiber length of 100-500 nm and an average fiber width of 2.0-5.0 nm” is known
as disclosed in document 1 (paragraph [0082]), document 2 (paragraph [0086]), and document 3 (paragraph [0161]),
and thus does not become a special technical feature.

Therefore, the inventions in claims 1-14 of the present application are classified into eight inventions having the
following technical features.

(Invention 1) Claim 1, claim 2, and claims 10-14 referring to any of claims 1 and 2 which satisfy condition A
Said nanocellulose, wherein the standard deviation of the fiber length is at most 600 nm.

(Invention 2) Claim 1, claim 3, and claims 10-14 referring to any of claims 1 and 3 which satisfy condition B
Said nanocellulose, wherein the kurtosis of the fiber length is at least 11.

(Invention 3) Claim 1, claim 4, and claims 10-14 referring to any of claims 1 and 4 which satisfy condition C
Said nanocellulose, wherein the skewness of the fiber length is at least 3.0.

(Invention 4) Claim 1, claim 5, and claims 10-14 referring to any of claims 1 and 5 which satisfy condition D
Said nanocellulose, wherein the range of the fiber length is at most 4,000 nm.

(Invention 5) Claim 1, claim 6, and claims 10-14 referring to any of claims 1 and 6 which satisfy condition E
Said nanocellulose, wherein the standard deviation of the fiber length is at most 1.5 nm.

(Invention 6) Claim 1, claim 7, and claims 10-14 referring to any of claims 1 and 7 which satisfy condition F
Said nanocellulose, wherein the kurtosis of the fiber length is at least 0.3.

(Invention 7) Claim 1, claim 8§, and claims 10-14 referring to any of claims 1 and 8 which satisfy condition G
Said nanocellulose, wherein the skewness of the fiber length is at least 0.5.

(Invention 8) Claim 1, claim 9, and claims 10-14 referring to any of claims 1 and 9 which satisfy condition H
Said nanocellulose, wherein the range of the fiber length is at most 6.8 nm.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: Claims 1-2 and 10-14

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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