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To all ution it may conce77. 
Be it known that I, STEPHAN BRAMBACII, 

of the city, county, and State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Upright-Piano Cases, of which the 
following is a specification. 

Upright-piano cases have heretofore been 
arranged with hinged music - racks, which 
formed a panel of the case when closed, and 
which were moved forward into inclined posi 
tion so as to receive the music-sheets. These 
racks had the disadvantage that they sup 
ported the music-sheets at too great a distance 
from the key-board, though they were in other 
respects convenient, as the opening in the front 
of the case permitted the escape of the sounds. 
The object of this invention is to so improve 

the music-racks of upright-piano cases that 
the rack is lowered while being moved for 
ward, so that the music can be supported close 
to the key-board; and the invention consists 
of a case for upright pianos having a front 
opening and a movable music-rack for closing 
the same, said rack being hinged to a centrally 
pivoted auxiliary panel at the upper part of 
the front opening and connected by pivot 
links at its lower part to the front wall of the 
case, so as to turn the auxiliary panel while 
opening or closing the rack. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep 
resents a perspective view of an upright piano 
with my improved adjustable music - rack. 
Figs. 2 and 3 are vertical transverse sections 
through the case and rack, drawn on a larger 
scale, and showing the rack respectively in 
lowered and raised position. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
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Referring to the drawings, A represents an 
upright-piano case, and B a central panel of 
the same, which also forms a music-rack, and 
which is fitted into a front opening of the case 
A. The rack B is hinged at one edge to an 
auxiliary panel, C, which is centrally pivoted 
to interior lugs, ct, at the upper part of the 
front opening, ct, of the case A, so as to swing 
on sald pivots bodily back into the case, as 
shown in Fig. 3, or into line with the front 
wall of the same, as shown in Fig. 2. The 
auxiliary panel C is provided with a lip, d. at 
the edge opposite to that to which the rack B 

is hinged, which lip abuts against the edge of 
the front wall of the case when the rack is 
opened. When the rack is closed, a project 
ing strip, b, extending around the edges of 
the same, laps over the edges of the front open 
ing. The strip b also serves to cover the joint 
between the music-rack B and the auxiliary 
panel C when the rack B has been lowered into 
position for use. The lower part of the mu 
sic-rack B is connected by pivot-links D D 
with the front wall of the case A, said piv 
ot-links being pivoted to lugs e of the rack 
and to inwardly-projecting lugs e' of the front 
wall of the case, so as to swing with the rack 
B and retain the same in raised or lowered po 
sition, as shown in Figs, 3 and 2. When the 
music-rack is to be raised, it is moved on the 
pivot-links D ID and the auxiliary panel C in 
upward direction, as shown in dotted lines in 
Fig. 2, until the rack and panel close the front 
opening of the case. The pivot -links are 
moved thereby back of a vertical line passing 
through the pivots of the lugs e' of the case, 
so as to exert thereby a locking action on the 
rack. To secure this result, the lugs e of the 
rack are made longer than the lugs e' of the 
case. The rack B has front buttons or studs, 
ff, at its lower corners, by means of which 
the rack is readily handled when raising or 
lowering the same, and by which the resist 
ance of the links to the rack in opening is . 
readily overcome. When it is desired to lower 
the rack, the buttons or studs ffare taken hold 
of and pulled in forward direction, whereby 
the rack is moved forward, and then lowered 
by the tilting of the auxiliary panel C on its 
axis until the lattel' assumes a position in line 
with the front wall of the case, while the rack 
is supported in an inclined position by the 
pivot - links. For closing the rack the op 
eration is reversed. By the lowering of the 
rack the music is supported nearer to the key 
board, so that it can be read off with greater 
convenience than heretofore. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
1. The combination of an upright-piano 

case having a front opening, a pivoted auxil 
iary panel Within Said opening, and a music 
rack hinged to said panel and adapted to swing 
into an inclined position below the panel or 
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into a position to close the front opening of 
the case, substantially as set forth. 

2. The combination of an upright-piano 
casehaving a front opening, an auxiliary panel 
pivoted by center pins to the upper part of 
Said opening, and a music rack hinged to Said 
panel, substantially as set forth. 

3. The combination of an upright-piano 
case having a front opening, an auxiliary panel 
pivoted by center pins to the case, a music 
rack hinged to said panel, and pivot-links con 
necting the rack and case, substantially as 
set forth. 

4. The combination of an upright-piano 
case having a front opening, an auxiliary panel 
pivoted by center pins to the upper part of the 
front opening, a music-rack hinged to the aux 
iliary panel, and pivot-links connecting the 
lack and case, said pivot - links exerting a 

locking action on the rack when closed, sub- 20 
stantially as set forth. 

5. The combination of an upright-piano 
casehaving a front opening, an auxiliary panel 
applied by center pivots to the upper part of 
said opening and provided with a stop-lip at 25 
one edge, a music-rack hinged to the opposite 
edge of the panel, and links pivoted to lugs of 
the rack and case, the lugs of the rack being 
longer than those of the case, so as to move the 
links over the center of the lugs of the case, 3o 
substantially as set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name in pres 
ence of two subscribing witnesses. 

STEPHIAN BRAMBACH. 
Witnesses: 

PAUL GOEPEL, 
ERNST WOLFF. 

  


