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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, RoBERT N. CARSON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city and county of San Francisco and State 

5 of California, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Gloves, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

gloves. 
It is especially designed to reinforce 

gloves, such as are used for handling hot 
metal or wire ropes, and for other uses 
where there is great strain and wear upon 
the glove which would soon destroy, the 

15 ordinary glove. 
My invention consists in a reinforcement 

of the palm and thumb piece, with a slit cut 
between the palm and thumb piece so as to 
leave the flexible inner portion free from the 

20 stiffening of the palm piece. 
It also comprises a similar construction of 

the finger protective fronts where the ends 
are contiguous to the edge of the palm rein 
forcement, and in the use of a skirting piece 

25 stitched to the palm extending around the 
fingers and thumb; the upper edge of this 
skirting portion being unstitched and free, 
but covering the joint or separation between 
the finger and palm protective strips. 
The invention consists of the parts and 

the construction and combination of parts 
as hereinafter more fully described and 
claimed, having reference to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a front view of the glove 
with the skirting strip turned back to show 
the junction of the palm and finger pro 
tectors. Fig. 2 is a front view showing the 
thumb turned in. Fig. 3 is a section on line 

40 X-X Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a section on line 
V-W Fig. 1. 
In the construction of gloves for heavy 

work it is customary to reinforce the fronts 
of the fingers and the palm and front with 

45 supplemental coverings of leather. When 
these coverings are applied in the usual 
manner they make a very stiff and cumber 
some glove. It is the object of my present 
invention to so construct these reinforcing 

50 strips that they will amply protect the parts 
required, but will leave a sufficient flexi 
bility for easy handling. 
As shown in the drawings, A is the body 

of the glove. 2 is a palm piece which may 
55 be cut integral with the thumb protecting 

front 3 so that the palm extending over be 
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hind the glove will also extend across the 
angle of the thumb; and thence the thumb 
portion 3 will extend up to the end of the 
thumb, being carried over or partially 
around the thumb and stitched behind the 
thumb, as shown. That portion of the palm piece which ex 
tends below the bottom of the thumb piece 
is separated therefrom by cutting the leather 
with a notch, as shown at 4, and this lower 
portion of the palm is carried around and 
stitched either with the seam of the glove 
which extends up from the wrist, or behind 
the same, if preferred, and it leaves a space, 
as at 4, between the bottom of the thumb 
reinforce and the edge of the notch between 
it and the palm piece so that when the thumb 
is moved the two parts may approach and 
separate from each other. This allows the 
thumb to be bent freely, as the only thick 
ness of leather to be affected will be the 
notch 4 between the thumb and the palm 
piece. It will be seen that the thick rein 
force leather of these two parts may ap 
proach and recede from each other as the 
thumb is bent and the fléxibility of the 
thumb will not be impaired. 

6, 7, 8 and 9 are the finger reinforce strips 
which are stitched upon the glove at a suffi 
cient distance behind the front or wearing 
portion to prevent the seams from being ex 
posed to rough usage. The lower ends of 
these finger guards terminate a sufficient 
distance above the stitching of the palm por 
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tion to allow a space between them, and this - 
space is the thickness of the main portion 
of the glove, thus allowing this portion to 
bend freely; the finger portions moving with 
relation to the palm portion as previously 
described for the thumb joint. In this way 
a very considerable additional thickness of 
leather may be applied to the wearing por 
tions of the glove without materially lessen 
ing the flexibility. 
In order to protect the stitching, at the 

lower edge of the fingers and at the upper 
edge of the palm is shown a skirting piece 
8 which has the lower edge stitched across 
the upper edge of the palm, and it may then 
be turned upward so that its free edge ex 
tends across the base of the fingers, but is 
not stitched thereto. This covers the meet 
ing ends of the fingers and the palm por 
tion and protects them altogether from wear 
while not interfering with the flexibility. 
This skirting strip may be carried suffi 
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ciently around to the rear of the fingers and 
either stitched separately or with the stitch 
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ing g of the glove itself so that no wear will 
come upon the stitched portion. 
The object in leaving the upper edge of 

the skirting portion 8 free is, as previously 
stated, to leave the utmost possible flexibil 
ity to the joint between the fingers and the 
palm reinforce, and at the same time as all 
movements where friction occurs are in the 
direction from the palm toward the finger 
ends, as in grasping and lifting material, it 
will be seen that this free edge will be al 
ways carried and maintained over the lines 
of stitching which it protects. The channel 
or notch at the base of the thumb is simi 
larly protected by a skirting piece 8. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is- . . . . . 

1. A reinforced glove provided with a re 
inforced palm and finger fronts stitched to. 
the glove, the lower ends of the finger fronts . 
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and the adjacent edge of the palm being 
separated to form a E. 

OWe 

and a skirting 
portion having the edge stitche 
across the palm and the upper edge free and 
adapted to cover the space between the lower 
ends of the finger fronts and the palm, said 
portion extending over said space and hav 
ing its upper edge unstitched. 

2. A glove having a reinforced palm and 
flexible reinforced finger fronts, the rein 
forcements for the finger fronts being sepa 
rate from each other and from the palm re 
inforce and having their lower or inner ends 
spaced from the adjacent edge of the palm 
reinforce to leave a flexible joint of single 
thickness at the base of each of the fingers. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
witnesses. 

ROBERT N. CARSON. 
Witnesses: 

G. H. STRONG, 
M. O. CoLLINs. 

25 

30 

35 

40 


