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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, Wizziam MacDoxawn,
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding st New Westminster, in the Province
of British Columbia, Canada, have invented
a new and useful Life-Saving Dress, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a life saving

dress which has been designed to afford to

the wearer both buoyancy and protection
against cold ‘when immersed in the water.

The invéntion comprises the combination
with. a body enveloping dress of water-
proof material, of a secondary portion of
water and air proof material attached to
the upper part of the body enveloping dress
with which it is in connection, and having
rovision by which it may closely encircle
he neck of the wearer.

The main or body portion of the dress is

of ample size that 1t may be worn over the
ordinary clothes of the wearer, the object
being that the air displaced from the body
portion when the wearer is in the water,
will collect in the supplementary air con-
taining chamber formed by the sccondary
portion and will afford sufficient buoyancy
to sustain the wearer in the awater for a
considerable length of time.

This dress being worn over the ordinary
clothes of the wearer will, unlike a life bell;
prevent the wearer from heing directly ex-
posed to the water and will enable the
natural warmth of the body to be retained
until such time as vescue is effected.

The invention is particularly described
in the following”specification, reference be-
ing wade to the drawings by which it is ac-
companied, in which:

Figure 1 represents the general form of
the dress, and Fig. 2, the upper part of it
in part section showing the supplementary
air retaining compartment formed. around
the shoulders when the lower part of the
dress is immersed.

In these drawings 2 Trepresents a body
enveloping dress of water-proof material
having legs and arms and cut sufliciently
full, to enable a person of cither sex to get
readily into it with their clothes on, the
only close fitting portion being that for the
reception of the hand, which may either be
fingered as a- glove or formed as a mitt.
The material of which this is made may be
of stout fabric, such as is used for waders,
but should be entirely water-proof. .lis

tample fullness is not only designed to en
able it to be worn over the ordinary clothes
but is advantageous in that it includes -»
larger volwmne of air within it.

. This garment is open at the upper end 3
above the shoulders «und may be provided
with a draw string to close it aroand the
lower part of the neek but this tying need
not be exceptionally close. Seccured along
the line 4 to the upper part of the body
garment 2 about the level of the shoulders
is a portion 5 of water-proof and air-
proof material forming a neck closure and
supplementary air container. This portion
5 is provided along its upper edge 6 with a
neck band and draw string that it may be
drawn close around the neck of the wearer
and made practically water.and air-tight.
This portion of the dress should be made

easily be drawn closely around the neck.

. As the neck closure 3 of the main body
dress 2 is not drawn tight avound the neck,
the air displaced from the body envelop by
the pressure of the water on the flexible
material of it when the wearer is using it
is driven into the supplementary air com-
partment 5, which is made full that it may
be inflated by this air and will afford suffi-
clent buoyancy to sustain the wearer for a
considernble time. Not only is the wearer
thus safely sustained in the waler by the
buoyaney of the inclosed air but he is not
exposed to direct contact with the water
and the body and its ordinary clothes be-
ing entirely enveloped by the water-proof
covering 2, the natural heat of the body is
retained by the clothing. The person wear-
ing the dress is thus enabled to endure the
exposure for a very much longer time than
would otherwise be the case until rescued.

IHaving now partieularly déseribed my in-
vention, I hereby declare that what T claim
as new and desire to be protected in by
Letters Patent, is: ,

1. A life saving dress, comprising a por-
‘tion enveloping the body up as far as the
neck’ or shoulders and a supplementary, por-
tion attached to the upper part of the body

terior thereof, said supplementary portion
having an upper edge that.may closely en-
circle the neck. ‘

2. A life saying dress, comprising a body
inclosing portion of flexible water-proof
fabric enveloping the entire hody up to the

portion and in conmmunication with the in-
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neck or shoulders and a supplementary por-
tion of water-proof material secured below
the upper edge of the body portion and hav-
ing an upper edge that may be drawn closely
around the neck.

3. A life saving dress, comprising a body
inclosing portion of flexible water-proof

fabric conforming fully to the limbs and |

having an inlet aperture closable with a

“draw string around the base of the neck

and a secondary envelop secured to the fore-
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going about the level .of the shoulders and
having a draw string for closing around
the neck above that of the main body en-
velop. : ~

In testimony whereof I.have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses,

WILLIAM MacDONALD.
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Witnesses: _
* Banramix W Searks,
Cravs R. Foss.



