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10 Claims, (CL 27—17)

The present invention relates to caskets and, more par-
ticularly, to caskets having a body portion, a lid portion
for closing the body portion, and a sealing mechanism
for effecting a hermetic seal between the lid portion and
the body portion.

The principal object of the present invention is the
provision of a new and improved casket, of the above
noted type, which is economical in construction and dura-
ble, and wherein the hermetic seal between the 1id portion
and the body portion is reliably effected.

A further object of the present invention is the pro-
vision of a new and improved casket having a locking
unit for latching the lid and body portions of the casket
together and wherein the locking unit has a minimum
of parts which are visible and detract from the appear-
ance of the casket when the lid portion is open.

A further object of the present invention is the pro-
vision of a new and improved casket wherein the lock-
ing unit for latching the lid portion of the casket to the
body portion is simple in construction and easily installed
in the casket.

A more specific object of the present invention is the
provision of a new and improved casket having a lock-
ing unit for latching the lid and body portions of the
casket together comprising a first latch member, a sec-
ond latch member which extends through an opening in
the casket and is cooperable with the first latch member
upon movement of the first latch member from a with-
drawn position to a latching position to latch the lid and
body portions together, and a cover means for the open-
ing which has a blocking position wherein it blocks the
opening and hides much of the first latch member from
view when the first latch member is in its withdrawn
position and the lid portion is open and which is moved
from blocking position when the first latch member is
moved to latching position, thus providing a casket of
improved appearance because a minimum of the locking
unit and no gaping holes are visible when the lid portion
is open.

A further object of the present invention is the pro-
vision of a new and improved casket having a locking
unit for Jatching the lid and body portions of the casket
together and which includes a latch means supported by
one of the aforementioned portions of the casket, which
latch means comprises a bracket having slots therein
which receive retaining elements secured to a support
plate element and a tool connection supported by the
bracket and received in a resilient grommet which fric-
tionally engages the tool connection, said retaining ele-
ments being positioned in the slots and the tool connec-
tion being positioned in the opening in the grommet
simultaneously upon movement of the bracket relative
to the support plate element therefor, thereby providing
for easy installation of the latch means in the casket.

A further object of the present invention is the pro-
vision of a new and improved casket, as set forth in the
preceding object, wherein the support element engages a
ledge and is secured thereto by an eyelet member which
has a first flange portion which engages the surface of
the support element remote from the surface thereof in
engagement with the ledge and a second flange portion
which engages the surface of the ledge remote from the
surface thereof in engagement with the support element.

Further objects and advantages of the present inven-
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tion will be apparent to those skilled in the art to which
it relates from the following detailed description thereof
made with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a casket embodying
the present invention and having the lid portion thereof
open;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged front view of the casket illus-
trated in FIG. 1 with portions thereof broken away and
illustrating the lid portion in a nearly closed but un-
latched position;

FIG. 3 is a view of the casket illustrated in FIG. 1
similar to the view shown in FIG. 2, but showing the lid
portion fully closed and latched;

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view of the mecha-
nism illustrated in FIG. 3 taken on the line 4—4 thereof;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary front elevational
view of the casket illustrated in FIG. 1; and

FIG. 6 is an expanded perspective view illustrating
portions of the locking unit in disassembled positions.

The present invention is illustrated in FIG. 1 as prefer-
ably embodied in a casket 18. The casket 10 has a body
portion 11 which may be of any conventional construction
and is illustrated as having a front wall 12, a back wall
13, and side walls 14 and 25. A ledge 16 projects in-
wardly from the upper edges of the back wall 13, front
wall 12, and side walls 14, 15 and on the uppermost side
of which is mounted a marginal sealing means in the form
of a compressible gasket 17. A hinged top section or lid
portion 18 is provided for closing the body portion and
has an inwardly projecting ledge 19, the underside 194 of
which engages the gasket 17 when the lid portion is
closed.

The casket 18 is provided with spaced locking units 28,
20’ for locking the lid portion 18 and body portion 11
together. The locking units 28, 28" are simple and effi-
cient and function to draw the ledge 19 of the 1id portion
18 down into clamping engagement with the sealing gasket
17, thereby compressing the gasket 17 and providing an
bermetic seal therebetween. While the casket 10 is illus-
trated as having and preferably does have two locking
upits 24, 29’ for latching the lid and body portions of
the casket together, any number of locking units necessary
to provide the hermetic seal may be used. The units 20,
28" are identical in construction and in operation and
thus only unit 28 will be described in detail hereinbelow.

The locking unit 28 comprises a first latch means 21
mounted in the lid portion 18 of the casket and a second
latch means 22 secured to the body portion 11 of the
casket. The latch means 22 includes a keeper or latch
member comprising a T-body stud 22’ having a stem 23
suitably secured to the casket body 11 and projecting
vertically therefrom with the cross 24 of the T projecting
above the gasket 17 on the ledge 16 of the body 11. The
latch means 21 includes latch members comprising a pair
of rotatable cam hook members 25 which cooperate when
rotated with the cross 24 of the T-body stud 22’ to draw
the ledge 19 of lid portion down into clamping engagement
with the sealing gasket 17 and to lock the lid and body
portions of the casket together. The cam hook members
25 have cam surfaces 254 which when the members 25
are rotated from their withdrawn position, shown in FIG.
2, to their latching position, shown in FIG. 3, engage the
under portion 24a of the cross 24 of the stud 22’ on oppo-
site sides of the stem 23 thereof. The cam surfaces 25
are shaped so that the portion thereof which progressively
engages the cross 24 as the cam hook members 25 rotate
are spaced a lesser and lesser distance from the center of
rotation of the cam hook members thereby drawing the
lid portion 18 of the casket 26 down into engagement with
the sealing gasket 17 as aforementioned, compressing the
sealing gasket 17 and providing a reliable hermetic seal be-
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tween the body portion 11 and lid portion 18 of the casket
19.

The T-body stud 22’ is secured to the body portion 11
of the casket 18 by a suitable nut arrangement including
acorn nut 3¢ and hex nut 31 which threadedly engage the
stem portion 23 of the T-body stud 22’, The stem 23 ex-
tends vertically through an opening in ledge 16 and
through an opening in support plate 35 secured to the
under side of the ledge 16, which opening is in alignment
with the opening in ledge 6. The hex nut 31 is located
encircling the stem 23 below the support plate 35. A
suitable washer member 36 is positioned between and en-
gages the hex nut 31 and the body ledge support plate
35. The acorn nut 38 is positioned on the stem 23 above
the ledge 16 and engages the ledge 16 with the sealing
gasket 17 encircling the acorn nut 30, as shown in FIG. 4.
It should be apparent that the stud member 22’ may be
moved vertically relative to the ledge 16 by changing the
position of the nut members 3¢ and 31 on the stem 33
of the stud member 22’. The vertical position of the stud
member 22’ is adjusted so that the cam surface 254 of the
hook members 25 will engage the under side 24a of the
cross member 24 upon rotation of the hook members 25,
causing the stud 22’ to pull the lid portion 18 of the casket
20 down into sealing engagement with the body portion
11 therefore, as aforementioned, and may be varied to ad-
just the sealing pressure between the gasket 17 and ledge
19.

The latch means 21, which includes the cam hook mem-
bers 25, also includes a bracket 48 which supports the
cam hook members 25 in the lid portion 18 of the casket
19. The bracket 40 comprises a base plate 41 having two
spaced parallel side plates 42 and 43 extending vertically
from the side edges of the base plate 41 and having a
generally triangular shape with the apex thereof remote
from the base plate 41. The cam hooks 25 are positioned
between the side plates 42, 43 and are fixedly mounted on
a shaft member 44 which is rotatably supported by the
side plates 42, 43 and is held against axial movement rela-
tive to the side plates 42, 43 by a retaining member 44",
The shaft member 44 has an enlarged cylindrical portion
45 forming a tool connection which extends from the side
plate 43 of the bracket 48 and which is provided with a
tool receiving socket 46 into which a tool may be placed
for rotating the cam hooks 25.

The portion of the shaft member 44 extending between
the bracket side walls 42, 43 is provided with flats 48 on
opposite surface portions thereof, The cam hook mem-
bers 25 have openings therein which correspond to the
periphery of the shaft member 44 and through which the
shaft member 44 extends. The flats 48 cooperate with flat
peripheral portions of the openings in the hook members
25 so that the hook members rotate with the shaft mem-
ber 44. The cam hooks 25 are preferably secured to-
gether by a suitable rivet member 49 so that they will
rotate as a unit in response to rotation of the shaft mem-
ber 44 by a tool operatively engaged in socket 46.

Each hook member 25 is a disk-like member having a
base portion 50 and a hook portion 51 which is connecied
at one end to the base portion 50 and which extends there-
from. The hook portion 51 is spaced from the base por-
tion 50 and forms therewith an arcuate slot 52, open at
one end and closed at the end where the hook portion 51
1s connected to the base portion 58. The cam surface
25a constitutes the upper surface of the slot 52 as viewed
in FIG. 6 and a detent recess 53 is formed in the cam sur-
face 254 adjacent the closed end of the slot 52. The re-
cess 53 serves as a seat for the cross 24 of the T-body stud
22" when the cam members 25 have been rotated to their
latch position, as illustrated in FIG. 3.

The bracket 48 with the cam hooks 25 and shaft mem-
ber 44 assembled therewith is suitably supported in the
casket lid 18 on the upper surface of ledge 8. The
bracket 40 is secured to ledge 19 by means of suitable
retaining elements or bolts 56, 57 which are welded to a
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plate 58 positioned on the ledge 19. The bolts 56, 57
extend vertically from the top surface 60 of the plate 58
to which the heads of the bolts are welded and the bolts
56, 57 are received in slots 61 and 62, respectively, in the
base plate 41 of bracket 4¢. The slots 61, 62 extend in-
wardly from the outer edge 63 of the base plate 41 a dis-
tance substantially equal to one-half the width of the
base plate 41, and extend substantially parallel to the ex-
tension of the cylindrical tool connection 45. With the
bolts 56, 57 positioned in the slots 61, 62, suitable nuts
64 are threaded onto the bolts and down into engagement
with the base plate 41, The above mentioned triangular
shape of the side plate members 42, 43 facilitate threading
the nuts 64 onto the bolts 56, 57.

The support plate 58 is secured to the ledge 19 by a
suitable eyelet member 79. The ledge 19 is provided with
an opening therethrough and the support plate 58 is pro-
vided with an opening in alignment with the opening
through the ledge 19. The eyelet member 78 is a cylin-
drical member having an opening 71 therethrough and
spaced flange portions 72, 73 extending outwardly from the
axis of the eyelet member 7¢. The eyelet member 78 is
positioned in the aligned openings in the ledge 19 and
support plate 58 and the flange portion 72 tightly engages
the underside of ledge 19, and the flange portion 73 tightly
engages the uppermost side of support plate 58, thereby
securing the plate 58 to the ledge 19.

When the latching unit 21 is assembled in the lid por-
tion 18 of the casket the cylindrical portion 45 having the
tool socket 46 therein is positioned in a resilient grommet
member 75. The grommet member 75 is positioned in a
prepunched opening 76 in the front face 77 of the lid por-
ticn 18, and is provided with a circumferential slot 78
which receives the edge portion of the front face 77 sur-
rounding the prepunched opening 76. The grommet mem-
ber 75 has a circular opening 8¢ therethrough which is
slightly smaller in diameter than the ocutside diameter of
the cylindrical portion 45 of shaft member 44 which is
positioned therein. Because of this difference in size the
portion 45 is forced under pressure into the opening 89
in grommet member 75, which, being resilient deforms
and frictionally engages the portion 45 to effect an air tight
seal therebetween. However, this frictional engagement is
overcome by a tool operatively engaged in socket 46 so that
the cylindrical portion 45 can be rotated relative to the
grommet member 75 to rotate the cam hook members 25.

With the support plate 58 secured in position by the
eyelet member 70 and with the bolts 56, 57 extending
vertically, the bracket 40 with the cam hooks 25 supported
thereby can be easily and efficiently installed in the lid 18
of the casket by moving the bracket 40 relative to support
plate 58 to position bolts 56, 57 in the slots 61, 62, respec-
tively, and simultaneously positions the cylindrical portion
45 of the shaft 44 in the opening 8¢ in the grommet mem-
ber 75. The nuts 64 may then be turned down on the bolts
36, 57, to hold the bracket 49 in position in the lid 18.

It should be apparent that when the locking unit 26 is
installed in the casket 10 and when the lid portion thereof
is open the underside 19a of the ledge 19 and the eyelet
member 70 are visible. A suitable cover member 85 is
provided to cover the opening 71 in the eyelet member 70
so that no gaping opening is visible and so that portions
of the locking unit 2¢ are not visible through the opening
71. The cover member 85 extends between cam hook
members 25 and is suitably secured to the base portions
50 thereof by a suitable support bracket 86. When the
cam hook members are in their withdrawn position as
illustrated in FIG. 2 the rear portions 87 of the cam hook
members engage the top surface 60 of the base plate 41
and are supported thereby and the cover member 85 is
positioned so that it extends through an opening 88 in
the base plate 41 of bracket 48 and into the opening 71 in
eyelet member 7¢ and thereby blocks the opening 71.
The cover member 85 is constructed of any suitable mate-
rial and is provided with an attractive appearance so that
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the casket 16 has a pleasant overall appearance when the
lid portion 18 thereof is open.

With the latching means 21, 22 installed in the casket
18, as above described, the lid portion 18 of the casket
and the body portion 11 thereof are locked together by
moving the lid portion 18 into the position shown in
FIG. 2 wherein the top surface of the cross 24 of T-body
stud member 22’ extends into the opening 71 in eyelet
member 7¢ and engages the cover member 85, which also
extends into the opening 71 in the eyelet member 70.

When the parts are located in these positions the cam
hook members 25 are rotated in a clockwise direction by
a suitable tool engaged in socket 46, as above described.
The cover member 85 is rotated in response to rotation
of the hook member 25 out of position blocking opening
71 in eyelet member 70, and when the cover is rotated
the 1id portion will lower relative to cross 24 to a position
where cross 24 extends through the opening 71 in eyelet
member 78 and engages portion 58a of hook members
25 in which position the hook portions 51 of the mem-
bers 25 can upon rotation engage the underside 24q of the
cross 24 of the T-body stud 22’ and draw the lid portion
18 into sealing engagement with the body portion 11.
The rotation of the hook members 25 continues for ap-
proximately five-eighths of a revolution until the cross
24 is positioned in detent recess 53 in the hook members
and when so positioned the cross 24 holds the hook mem-
bers in position and prevents further rotation thereof.

To unlock the lid and body portions of the casket 18
the cam hook members 25 are rotated in a counterclock-
wise direction, as viewed in FIG. 2, to their withdrawn
position in which they rest on the base plate 41 of the
bracket 48. The weight distribution of the cam hook
members 25 and the frictional engagement between the
tool connection 45 and the grommet member 75 is such
as to hold the cam hook members 25 in this position. It
should be apparent that the above described directions
of rotation of the cam hook members 25 may be reversed
by reversing the cam hook members 25 before assembly.

It should be understood that the preferred embodiment
of the present invention has been described in consider-
able detail and that it is my intention to cover various
modifications and changes in construction which come
within the scope of the appended claims.

Having described my invention, I claim:

1. In a casket having a body portion and a lid portion
for closing said body portion, locking means for locking
said lid and body portions together including a first latch
member supported by one cf said portions and projecting
therefrom, the other of said portions having an opening
therein into which said first latch member projects when
said portions are in closed position, a second latch mem-
ber, means mounted on the other of said portions for sup-
porting said second latch member for movement relative
to the other of said portions, means for moving said sec-
ond latch member relative to the other of said portions
from a withdrawn position to a latching position to engage
said first latch member and lock said lid and body por-
tions together, and cover means for blocking said open-
ing when said portions are in open position and oper-
atively connected with said second latch member and mov-
able out of blocking position in response to movement of
said second latch member relative to said other portion
f.rom said withdrawn position toward said latching posi-
ion.

2. A locking device for use with a casket having a body
portion and a swingable lid portion for closing said body
portion, a ledge connected to one of said portions and
extending inwardly therefrom, said locking device includ-
ing a first latch member carried by said ledge and a
second latch member supported by the other of said por-
ticns, plate means secured to said ledge and having retain-
ing elements extending therefrom, bracket means for sup-
porting said first latch member for movement relative
thereto from a withdrawn position to a latching position,
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said bracket means having linear slots extending inwardly
from one edge thereof for receiving said retaining ele-
ments and said bracket means being held by said retain-
ing elements in position on said ledge, and a tool con-
nection operatively connected with said first latch mem-
ber and carried by said bracket means for moving said
first latch member from said withdrawn position to said
latched position to engage said second latch member and
lock said members together, said one of said portions
having an opening therein, said tool connection extend-
ing parallel to said linear slots in said bracket and trans-
versely of said retaining elements, said tool connection
adapted to be received in said opening in said one of said
portions and being positioned in said opening simultane-
ously with the positioning of said retaining elements in
said slots.

3. A locking device as described in claim 2 wherein a
resilient grommet is positioned in said opening in said
casket and frictionally engages said tool connecticn main-
taining an air tight seal therebetween.

4. In a casket having a body portion and a lid portion
for closing said body portion, locking means for locking
said lid and body portions together including a first latch
member supported by one of said portions, a second latch
member carried, a ledge portion connected to said other
of said portions and extending inwardly therefrom, means
providing an opening in said ledge portion, plate means
for supporting said second latch member for movement
relative to said other of said portions and from a with-
drawn position to a latching position to engage said first
latch member to latch said portions together, and having
an opening in alignment with said opening in said ledge,
an eyelet member positioned in said first and second open-
ings and having an opening therethrough, said eyelet mem-
ber including flange portions securing said plate means to
said ledge, said first latch member extending through said
opening in said eyelet member to engage and cooperate
with said second latch member upon movement of the
latter from said withdrawn position to said latching posi-
tion, means for moving said second latch member rela-
tive to the other of said portions to its said latching posi-
tion, cover means operatively connected with said second
latch member for blocking said opening in said eyelet
member when said portions are in open position and said
second latch member is in its withdrawn position and
being moved out of blocking position in response to move-
ment of said second latch member from said withdrawn
position toward said latching position.

5. A casket as described in claim 4 wherein said second
latch member comprises at least one hook member sup-
ported by said plate means for rotatable movement from
said withdrawn position to said latching position to en-
gage said first latch member and lock said members to-
gether, and said cover means is fixedly secured to said
hook member and rotatable therewith,

6. A casket as described in claim 5§ wherein sajd means
for moving said second latch member comprises a tool
connection operatively connected to said hook member
and adapted to receive a tool for rotating said hook mem-
ber, said other of said portions having an opening therein,
and a resilient grommet positioned in said opening in said
other of said portions to frictionally receive said tool con-

ection and maintain said air tight seal around said tool
connection.

7. In a casket having a body portion and a lid portion
for closing said body portion, locking means for locking
said lid and body portions together including a first latch
member supported by one of said portions, a second latch
member comprising at least one hook member carried by
the other of said portions and movable relative thereto
from a withdrawn position to a latching position to en-
gage said first latch member to lock said lid and body por-
tions together, a ledge conmected to said other of said
portions and extending inwardly therefrom, means pro-
viding an opening in said ledge, plate means for rotatably



3,224,066

7

supporting said hook member and having an opening in
alignment with said opening in said ledge, an eyelet mem-
ber positioned in first and second openings and having an
opening therethrough, said eyelet member including flange
portjons securing said plate means to said ledge, said first
latch member extending through said opening in said eye-
let member, a tool connection operatively connected to
said hook member and adapted to receive a tool for rotat-
ing said hook from said withdrawn position to said latch-
ing position, a detent recess in said hook member for re-
ceiving said first Jatch member when said hook member
is rotated to its latching position and which holds said
hook member in said latching position, cover means se-
cured to said hook member for pivotal movement there-
with and blocking said opening in said eyelet member
when said portions are in an open position and said hook
member is in its withdrawn position and being moved out
of blocking position by rotatable movement of said hook
member from said withdrawn position toward said latch-
ing position, said cther of said portions having an open-
ing therein, and a resilient grommet positioned in said
opening in said one of said portions and frictionally re-
ceiving said tool connection to maintain an air-tight seal
around said tool connection.

8. A latch mechanism for use with a casket having a
body portion and a swingable lid portion, supporting
means connected to one of said portions and having a
first opening therethrough, and a first latch member sup-
ported by the other of said portions and extending into
said first opening when said 1lid portion is in its closed
position; said latch mechanism comprising a second latch
member, a support plate supporting said second latch
member for movement relative thereto and relative to said
one of said portions from an unlatched position to a
latched position in engagement with said first latch mem-
ber; said support plate having a second opening in align-
ment substantially with said first opening; means for mov-
ing said second latch member relative to said one of said
portions from said unlatched position to said latched po-
sition in engagement with said first latch member; and
cover means connected with said second latch member
and movable thereby into closing relation with said first
opening upon movement of said second latch member
from said latched position to said unlatched position.

9. A locking device for locking relatively movable
members together comprising a first latch member sup-
ported by one of said members, said other of said mem-
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bers having an opening therein through which said first
latch member projects when said members are in position
to be locked, a second latch member, means mounted on
the other of said portions for supporting said second latch
member for movement relative thereto, means for mov-
ing said second latch member relative to the other of said
portions from a withdrawn position to a latching position
to engage said first latch member and lock said members
together, and cover means operatively connected with said
second latch members for blocking said opening and mov-
able out of blocking position in response to movement of
said second latch member from said withdrawn position
toward said latching position.

19. A locking device for locking relatively movable
members together with one of the members including a
ledge portion extending therefrom comprising a first latch
member carried by said ledge portion of said one mem-
ber and a secend latch member supported by the other of
said members, plate means secured to said ledge portion
and having retaining elements extending therefrom, brack-~
et means for supporting said first latch member for move-
ment relative thereto from a withdrawn position to a latch-
ing position, said bracket means having slots extending in-
wardly from one edge thereof for receiving said retaining
elements and said bracket means being held by said re-
taining elements in position on said ledge, a tool conneac-
tion operatively connected with said first latch member and
carried by said bracket means for moving said first latch
member into engagement with said second latch mem-
ber, said one member having an opening therein, said tool
connection extending parallel to said slots in said bracket
and adapted to be received in said opening in said one
member and being positioned in said opening simultane-
ously with the positioning of said retaining elements in
said slots, and a resilient grommet positioned in said open-
ing in said one member for frictionally engaging said tool
connection to maintain an air-tight seal therebetween.
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