Nov. 30, 1948. ' G. A GEDDES | 2,454,918

SPINNING TOP

© Filed March 14, 1946

jrwmlo'v

ﬁeo{ge#ﬁea’def-

éﬂﬁ’mbﬁnni
- Sy




Patented Nov. 30, 1948

2,454918

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,454,918
SPINNING TOP
George A. Geddes, Minneapolis, Minn.
Application March 14, 1946, Serial No. 654,281

1

My invention relates to an improvement in
spinning tops, wherein it is desired to provide a
nove} top construction and holder therefor.

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a top which may be easily spun by even an
inexperienced person. My top is spun while be-
ing supported by a simple holder. As a result
much of the difficulty often experienced in spin.
ning a, top is obviated.

A feature of the present invention resides in
the provision of a top having an upwardly pro-
jecting axial shank, and in providing a holder
which engages one side of the shank. The shank
of the top is held against the holder by means of
the string or cord used for spinning the top.  As
8 result as soon as the cord has been unwound
from the shank the holder is entirely free of the
shank, ‘

A feature of the present invention resides in
the provision of 2 holder having a bifurcated hook
shaped end. The string used for spinning the
top is wrapped about the portion of the shank
between the two hook shaped holder ends. The
pull on the cord is thus equalized by a bearing
above and below the portion of the shank on
which the cord is wrapped.

A further feature of the present invention lies
in the provision of a top shank having shoulder
means thereupon for engaging one of the hook
shaped bifurcated ends of the holder. This
shoulder means holds the shank of the top from
axial movement relative to the holder and pre-
vents the disengagement between the holder and
the top until the cord has been unwound from
the shank.

A further feature of the present invention re-
sides in the provision of g top having 3 low cen-
ter of gravity and a body which is widest at a
point spaced from its lower end. The lower end
of the body is curved upwardly so that the top
will rest on this rounded surface when rotative
movement of the top is too slow to hold the top
upright,.

These and other objects and novel features ofb

my invention will be more clearly and fully set
forth in the following specification and claims.

In the drawings forming a part of my specifi-
cation:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the top
showing the construction thereof.

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 showing
the manner in which the cord and holder engages
the shank of the top.

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figures 1 and 2
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showing the holder in engagement with the top.

Figure 4 is a top plan view of the top.

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the holder.

Figure 6 is a side elevation view of the holder.

Figure 7 is a top plan view of the holder.

The top A comprises a circular body 18 having
8 cylindrieal body portion f{, an inwardly ar-
cuated body portion {2 above the cylindrical por-
tion {1, and a rounded body portion (3 below the
cylindrical portion {I. A shank I4 extends ax-
ially through the body i0 and is preferably pro-
vided at its lowermost extremity with a rounded
bearing point 15 which provides s minimum of
friction during the spinning operation. The
bearing point 15 is shown as comprising a round-
ed head of a nail or screw 16 extending coaxially
into the shank 14,

The groove 17 is provided in the shank 14 near
the upper extremity thereof. This groove 17 is
designed to engage the holder to prevent the hold-
er from moving longitudinally relative to the
shank. The groove 17 is breferably rounded to
fit smoothly against the holder. The holder B in
preferred form comprises an elongated rod or
wire bent intermediate its ends at 19 to provide
two substantially parallel, but slightly divergent
arms 20 and 21. These arms 20 and 21 are pro-
vided with a hook shaped end thereupon de-
signed to fit about the shank of the top. The arm
20 is bent angularly at 22 and is reversely curved
at 23 to terminate in an outwardly projeecting
end 24. The arm 21 is bent at 25 and reversely
bent at 26 to terminate in a free end 21 parallel
to and spaced from the end 24. Thus two hook
shaped loops are formed which are aligned and
which are engageable about the shank (4 of the
top A.

In operation a cord C is wound about the shank
14 of the top, the cord being wound about that
portion of the shank spaced somewhat above the
body 10 and below the groove i1. When the cord
has been wound upon the shank the holder B
is engaged with the shank in the manner illus-
trated in Figures 2 and 3 of the drawings, the
hook end of one arm engaging in the groove {1
and the other arm being closely adjacent the
body 10 of the top. The free end of the cord C
is engaged with one hand while the other hand
of the operator engages the handle arms 26 and
2i. One finger engages against the body of the
top to hold the top from rotation and to hold
the shank engaging in the hook shaped -end of
the holder. i .

When the top is spun a pull is exerted upon the
free end of the cord C and the finger holding
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the top in place on the holder is released. The
pull upon the cord is sufficient to hold the top
against the holder. However, as soon as the cord
C has become unwound from the top shank, there
is no force holding the shank of the top against
the holder so that the top may drop onto the
surface on which it is to spin.

Tt will be seen that if desired the top may
be placed in the holder as illustrated in Figure 3
of the drawings and the cord’ wound about- the
shank intermediate the ends of the arms 20 and
21. It is usually much simpler, however, to wind
the cord about the shank of the top before the
holder is applied thereto.

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have
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described the principles of construction and op- -

eration of my spinning top, and while I haveen-

deavored to set forth the best embodiment there- :

of, I desire to have it understood that ‘obvious
changes may be made within the scope of the
following claims without departing- from :the
spirit of my invention.: : ‘ :

T.claim: .

1. A holder for use in conjunction with a top

having an axial shaft, a groove encircling said

shaft near the upper .end thereof and a body
encircling the shaft near the lower end thereof,
the holder comprising .an elongated handle hav-
ing a-pair of hook shaped members projecting

from one end thereof one ‘above the other in

spaced relation, the - uppermost of said hook
shapéd members being engageable about said
shank in said groove and the lower of said hook
shaped members being engageable about said

shank adjacent the upper end of said body, said

hook-shaped members being shaped with an open
side extending transversely :of the ‘longitudinal
handle axis. S o

2. A holder for use in conjunction with a top

having an axial sharnk, a groove encircling the °
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shank near the upper end thereof, a body ér-
cireling the shank near the lower end thereof,
said holder including a pair of spaced connected
arms arranged one above the other, each of said
arms having a hook shaped end thereupon, the up-
permost of said hook shaped ends being engage-
able in said groove about said shank and the
lower of said hook shaped ends being engage-
able about said shank adjacent the upper end of
said’ body; sald hook-shaped members being
shaped with an open side extending transversely
of the longitudinal handle axis.

3. A holder for use in conjunction with a top
having an axial shank, shoulder means on said
shank near the upper end thereof, and a top
pody on said shank near the lower end thereof,
said holder comprising a pair of spaced arms con-

“nected at one end, a hook shaped free end on

each of said arms, the uppermost of said hook
shaped ends being engageable about sald shank
adjacent said shoulder and the lower of said hook -
shaped ends being engageable aboub said shank
adjacent the upper end of said body, said hook-
shaped members being shaped with an open side
extending transversely of the longitudinal han-
dle:axis.
GEORGE A. GEDDES.

REFERENCES CITED

" The following references are of record in the
file of this patent:

 UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name Date
55,691 Tucker ——oe__..__- June 12, 1866
- 214,154 Johnson _ - -~ Apr. 8, 1879
661,052 Hyne - Nov. 6, 1800
1,023,637 Gilmore .o Apr, 16,1912
2,206,940 Casali et al. ________ July 9, 1940
Dailey oo Oct. 26,1942

2,332,507



