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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

WILLIAM E. CRANDALL OF NEW YORK, N.Y. 

TOY BUILDING - BLOCKS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters 
Application filed February 14, 1882. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM E. CRANDALL, 

of the city, county, and State of New York, 
have invented a new and useful Improvement 
in Toy Building-Blocks; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the same, reference being 
had to the accompanying sheet of drawings, 
making part of this specification. 
This invention is in the nature of an im 

provement in toy building-blocks; and the in 
vention consists in a series of conically-formed 
hollow blocks, whereby one may be received 
within the other, or be “nested,” in combina 
tion with a series of rectangular blocks pro 
portioned to the several conical blocks, all 
constructed and arranged and combined in 
the manner hereinafter more particularly de 
scribed. 

In the accompanying sheet of drawings, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of blocks built 
up in form of tower; Fig. 2, a cross-section of 
blocks when nested; Fig. 3, a plan view of 
same; Fig. 4, detail or terminal block. 

Similar letters of reference indicate like 
parts in the several figures. 
The toy building-blocks which constitute 

this invention consist in a series of conical cy 
lindrical hollow blocks, A, B, C, D, E, and F. 
These blocks may be turned to any desired 
size, but to such dimensions as will permit the 
block B to be received within the block A, 
the block C to be received within the block B, the 
block D to be received within the block C, and 
the block E to be received within the block 
D, so that the entire series of these cylin 
drical hollow blocks can be nested one with 
in the other, and when so nested occupy no 
greater space than that occupied by the block 
A. When each of these cylindrical blocks, 
however, is withdrawn from the other, rect 
angular blocks G, H, I, J, and K are con 
structed in proportions corresponding some 
what with the proportions of each of the coni 
cal blocks, and onto the upper end of the coni 
cal block A is placed the block G, acting as 
a cover for that block, and a foundation for 
the conical block B, which rests upon it, and 
on the top of the conical block B, when so 
placed, is laid the block H, onto which rests 
the block C, on the top of which block is 
placed the block I, supporting the block D, 
onto the top of which is placed the block J, as 
a foundation for the block E, upon which last 
named blockisplaced the blockK, upon which 
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rests finally the terminal block F. When the 
blocks are so arranged the entire series of 
blocks heretofore named constitute a conical 
structure or tower, which may be supported 
at its base on a series of three other blocks, 
L MN, rectangular in form, but so propor 
tioned in size as to make steps, as it were, to 
the tower. At the four corners of each of the 
blocks G, H, I, J, K, L, M, and N are remova 
bly placed ornamental corner-blocks at. 
The block F may be fashioned into an orna 

mental shape as a terminating ornament, 
Onto the outer surfaces of each of the coni 

cal blocks may be affixed suitable designs, and 
onto the edges of the rectangular blocks in 
scriptions may be placed corresponding with 
the designs on the conical blocks; or letters of 
the alphabet, figures, words, and sentences 
may be employed for the purpose of instruct 
ing the user of the blocks; or verses descrip 
tive of the structure may be used, calling the 
structure, for that purpose, “Tower of Babel,” 
“Cleopatra's Needle,” “Washington Monu 
ment,” or “Light-House.” 
The cylindrical blocks in the series may be 

solid instead of hollow; but in that case they 
would have increased weight and could not 
hollow. 
I do not claim the combination of several 

building-blocks with each other, each building 
block containing on its exposed face one or 
more words forming a portion of a sentence, 
which will only match a portion of the same 
sentence that is inscribed on only one of the 
other blocks in the same series. - 

Having now described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. Toy building-blocks consisting of a series 
of conical blocks in combination with a series 
of rectangular blocks, substantially as is shown 
and described. 

2. In a series of conical and rectangular 
blocks, the combination of a series of remova 
ble ornamental corner-blocks, substantially as 
is shown and described. 

3. A series of hollow conical blocks, each 
block constructed to be received within the 
other, substantially as is shown and described. 

WM. E. CRANDALL. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLEs E. SIMMs, Jr. 
M. LOWELL, 
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