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Application filed March 29, 1926. Serial No. 98,239. 

This invention relates to improvements 
in instruments for removing and crushing 
ureteral calculi, and in such connection it 
relates more particularly to the novel ar 
rangement and construction of the parts 
thereof. . . . . - 

For a number of years ureteral calculi 
have been removed by cystoscopic manipu 
lation, but it has been only within the last 
decade that such methods have gained recog 
inition. The cystoscopic removal of ureteral 
calculi at the present time consists in dilat 
ing the ureter to a sufficient size to permit 
the passage of the stone or to render the pas 
sage quicker and less painful. In conjunc 
tion with dilation, the injection of a local 
anesthetic is done in order to render the in 
sertion of instruments less painful and to 
relax the ureter. After dilation is effected, 
oil is frequently injected above the stone to 
bring about easier passage thereof. One 
other method in common use by the orologist 
is to enlarge the ureteral meatus by cutting 
it, either with Scissors or by high frequency 
electric current. 
The above methods are objectionable for 

reasons best known to those of the medical 
and surgical profession, and being thorough 
ly impressed with the need of an instrument 
which will obviate the above difficulties, the 
instrument herein described is presented. 
A particular object of the invention is that 

it can be passed by a stone in the ureter with 
as much ease as a catheter of like size, the 
jaws of the instrument being vertically ar 
ranged thereby enabling it to grasp a stone 
with greater ease and facility than with in 
struments having forceps jaws. 
Another object of the invention is that 

when traction is made, the force exerted is 
from above the stone directly downward; 
and again when a stone is grasped the di 
ameter occupied by the stone and instru 
ment is very little, if any, greater than the 
stone itself. - A further particular object of the inven 
tion is that it will crush a stone or remove it. 
from the ureter and has ample strength to 
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perform this operation. 
With the above and other and further ob 

iects in view, the invention will be better 
and more fully understood from a perusal of 
the following description, taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings and 
wherein: 

Figure 1 is an elevational view of the 
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assembled instrument comprising the inven 
tion, shown partly in section. Figure 2 is an enlarged detailed sectiona 
view of a wing nut for crushing and holding 
the stone, also illustrating the upper part of 
the handle of the instrument. 

Figure 3 is also an enlarged detailed sec 
tional view of the two jaws of the instru. 
ment. - and illustrating the manner of grasp 
ing and holding a stone. 

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view along 
line 4-4 of Figure 3 and illustrating the 
means employed to lock the wire in the in 
strument jaws. Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view on line 

5 of Figure 1, the view being enlarged. 
Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view on line 

6-6 of Figure 2. 
Figure is a detailed sectional view of a 

modified form of the device for manipulat 
ing the jaws; and . " 

Figure 8 illustrates an enlarged detailed 
view of the two iaws of the instrument show 
ing their position, when moved apart to 
grasp a Stone, and also indicating a modi 
fication of the instrument. 

Proceeding in accordance with the draw 
ings and wherein numerals are employed to 
designate the various parts of the invention, 
a sleeve is shown at 1 provided with rings 2 
through which the index and middle fingers 
of the hand are inserted and forming one 
portion of the handle. To the lower end of 
the sleeve 1 is secured a flexible tubing 3. 
This tubing is made of Wound steel wire 
such as is used in cystoscopic forceps, etc. 
The upper part of the handle 5 is so con 
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structed and arranged as to move within 
the sleeve 1, clearly illustrated in Figure 1, 
This portion of the handle has also a ring 6 
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adapted for engagement with the thumb of 
the hand in manipulating the jaws. It will 
be observed that one side of the handle or 
shaft 5 is flattened and provides a Scale to 
ascertain how far the jaws are separated and 
also to prevent its turning in the sleeve 1. 
It is self-evident that when a stone is 
grasped between the spaced parts of the wire 
it is very important that some means be pro 
vided to ascertain the distance the jaws are 
to be moved apart, the size of the stone hav 
ing been previously determined. If one por 
tion of the handle is allowed to rotate with 
in the other the parts of the instrument may 
become unscrewed. While this is not so apt 
to occur, such possible turning of one por 
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tion of the handle within the other causes a 
twisting of the wires 7 (hereinafter referred 
?? ). 
the flexible tubing 3 is soldered at its 

outer end to a proximal jaw 8. This tubing 
3 in its connection with the sleeve and with 
the proximal jaw 8 is formed preferably, al 
though not necessarily, with a shoulder 4 
and a shoulder 9, to prevent telescoping of 
the tube into the sleeve or into the proximal 
jaw 8. This construction, however, may be 
varied, and other suitable means employed 
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to prevent telescoping. 
The jaw 8, as will be observed in Figure 3, 

has a partially hollow interior, and after 
entering the jaw the wires 7 are spaced 
apart by a spacer element 10. The terminal 
jaw 11 is also hollowed and has a lug 12 
around which the wires are passed, or the 
wires separated and attached thereto, to hold 
them in the outer jaw. These two jaws are 
opened and closed by manipulation of the 
sleeve 1, this being accomplished by means 
of the steel wires 7, traversing the instru 
ment. These wires, after being passed over 
the lug or attached thereto are secured 
firmly at their opposite upper ends to the 
upper end of the shaft 5 by a set screw 5. 

Referring to Figure 3, it will be noticed 
that there is affixed to the terminal jaw 1 a 
guide member 14, constructed of the same 
material and of the same formation as the 
tubing 3. This flexible guide serves the pur 
pose of guiding the instrument by the stone 
16, and also prevents the terminal jaw 11 
from turning sideways or at too great an 
angle, at the time of crushing the stone. 
The guide 14 has also a shoulder 13. 
Again referring to Figure 1, the shaft 5 

is threaded from end to end as indicated at 
17, with the exception of the flat portion 
comprising the scale, previously mentioned. 
This is for the purpose of enabling a wing 
nut 18 to be advanced along the shaft to 
hold a stone after it has been grasped and 
to provide for fine adjustments. The wing 
nut is also for the purpose of crushing a 
stone after it has been engaged. 

In Figures 7 and 8 are shown modifica 
tions of the instrument. In this instance 
there is provided a second wire 19 fastened 
to a lever 20, pivoted adjacent the upper 
ring 6. This second wire traverses the in 
strument in the same manner as the single 
or divided wire 7 and is securely fastened 
to the terminal jaw 11, passing through the 
lug 10. Thus movement of the lever 20 
downward will pull wire 19 upward and 
cause the strands of wire 7 to assume the po 
sition shown by dotted lines in Figure 8, 
thus spreading them to receive a stone. 

In the operation of the instrument, in the 
removal of a stone, the instrument (closed) 
is passed through a cystoscope, into the ure 
ter and above the stone. After the instru 
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ment is above the stone the jaws are opened 
and the instrument moved outwardly until 
the proximal jaw is felt to pass the stone. 
The stone then lies between the two jaws. 
The jaws are closed, engaging the stone. 
This is accurately determined by the scale on 
the handle of the instrument. Traction is 
again made on the instrument to remove the 
stone. If this is found impossible, the stone 
is crushed with the wing tap on the handle. 
The instrument is then removed. The flag 
ments of the crushed stone will easily pass 
later. 
From the foregoing it will be evident that 

traction on a stone can be exerted equal to 
the strength of the steel wire traversing the 
entire length of the instrument. It is also 
apparent that such a force would never be 
necessary to extract a stone from the ureter. 
To crush a stone a compression force can be 
exerted equal to the weakest point from the 
proximal jaw to the sleeve handle; or a ten 
sile force equal to pull the steel lug from the 
terminal jaw, to pull the Wire from the set 
screw, or to break the wires. 

It is obvious that further modifications 
and changes may be made in the invention in 
keeping with and within the scope and mean 
ing of the following claims: 

1. An instrument for removing ureteral 
calculi, comprising a handle including a 
shaft and a tubular element, a flexible tube 
secured to the tubular element, a proximal 
jaw and a terminal jaw secured to the outer 
end of the flexible tube, flexible wires trav 
ersing the tubular element and flexible tube, 
the outer ends of the wires being attached to 
said terminal jaw of the instrument, means 
for moving the jaws to and from each other 
to spread the wires apart between the jaws 
in grasping the object to be removed, means 
for adjusting and holding the jaws in ad 
justable position, and a guide on the ter 
minal jaw said proximal jaw including a 
spacer element for moving the wires apart 
or movement of the jaws. 

2. An instrument for removing and crush 
ing ureteral calculi, said instrument having 
a handle including a shaft and a tubular ele 
ment, a flexible, metallic, elongated tube se 
cured to one end of the tubular element, and 
flexible wires traversing said flexible tube; a 
terminal jaw, a proximal jaw secured to the 
outer end of the flexible tube, said wires 
traversing said jaw, and secured to the ter 
minal jaw a flexible guide attached to the 
terminal jaw; said jaws adapted to be moved 
to and from each other by manipulation of 
said handle, to spread the wires apart be 
tween the jaws, the object to be removed be 
ing caught between the wires in their spread 
position between the jaws said proximal jaw 
including a spacer element for moving the 
wires apart on movement of the jaws. 

3. An instrument for removing and crush 

30 

30 

95 

00 

05 

0. 

5 



10 

20 

1,612,697 

ing ureteral calculi, which comprises a flex 
ible, elongated, metallic tube having flex 
ible wires passed through the tube; a handle, 
including a threaded shaft having a Scale, 
with a finger-engaging member, an element 
movable on said shaft to hold the jaws in 
set position, a tubular element, including 
a finger-engaging element and through 
which the shaft reciprocates: said flexible 
tube connected at one end to the lower por 
tion of said tubular element, a proximal jaw 
secured to the outer end of said flexible tube 
and a terminal jaw fastened to said wires; 
said wires, on reciprocation of the handle 
and shaft in the tubular element being 
spread apart between the ja wys to grasp the 
object between the wires said proximal jaw 
including a spaced element for moving the 
wires apart on movement of the jaws. 

4. An instrument of the character de 
scribed in claim 1, and wherein said shaft 
has a wing nut adapted to be advanced upon 
the shaft to hold the jaws and grasped stone 
in position between said parts of the wires 
and for crushing said stone. 

5. An instrument as set forth in claim 1, 
and wherein the ends of the wires are se 

3. 

cured to the upper end of said shaft and 
wherein said proximal jaw, and said tubular 
element have means for preventing said flex 
ible tube from telescoping into said elle 
ment to prevent jamming and catching of 
the pal'ts. , 

6. An instrument for removing ureteral 
calculi which comprises a handle, including 
a threaded shaft and a tubular element, a 
flexible metallic tube secured to said tubular 
element, a plurality of wires traversing the 
handle and tube, a proximal jaw secured 
to the tube and a terminal jaw secured to the 
wires, a lever adjacent the handle for pull 
ing the terminal jaw towards the proximal 
jaw to spread the wires apart to engage a 
stone; means for fastening the wires to the 
handle, and a wing nut adapted to be ad 
vanced upon the threaded shaft to bring the 
wires together to crush a stone, and a flex 
ible guide secured to the terminal jaw said 
proximal jaw including a spacer element for 
moving the wires apart on movement of the 
Jaws. In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

HOWARD L. CECL. 
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