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To all whom it may concerm:
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN I, TATEM, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Memphis, in the county of Shelby and State of
Tennessee, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Shelf-Brackets; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tion, and in which— ‘

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved bracket, showing it readyto be hung
upon a wall or othersupport. Fig. 2isa simi-
lar view showing it folded. Fig. 3 is a side
view, and Fig. 4is a detail view, of one of the
hinged arms. _

Similar letters of reference indieate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

My invention hasrelation to brackets adapt-
ed to support shelves, mirrors, cabinets, or
other articles upon a wall; and it consists in the
construetion of the movable folding bracket,
which will behereinafter more fully deseribed
and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, A is a flat
piece of board or metal of suitable size, which
may besuitably ornamented, ifdesired. Fast-
ened near opposite ends of this board or back
piece are staples B B, in which the wire brack-
ets are hinged. The latter (shown at C) are
made by bending a piece of wire into triangu-
lar shape, the stem D passing through the sta-
ples, so asto form the hinge, and being bent to
form an eye or loop, E, at its projecting up-
per end, which said eye orloop is bent into a
plane at right angles to thestem, so as to over-
lap the top edge of the back piece; A. The
triangular bracket is braced by a circle, I,
also a wire fastened by soldering, or in any

(No model.)

| other suitable manner, to the inner sides of the

triangle.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the drawings, the manner of
using myimproved folding bracket will read-
ily beunderstood. When the triangular brack-
ets C are folded down flat upon the back piece,
as shown in Fig. 2, a number of these brack-
ets may be packed together, occupying bub
very little room, for shipment or storage.
When the bracket is to be used, the triangular
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arms € are placed at right angles to the back

piece, A, in which position it will be seen that
the eyes or loops I E will project some dis-
tance back of the part A, so that they may be
suspended upon hooks or nails driveninto the
wall. When in this position and suspended
upon a wall or other vertical support, the back
A will prevent the projecting brackets from
becoming displaced in their proper relation
to each other and to the shelf supported upon
them. ’

I am aware thab it is not new to have wire
brackets hinged or pivoted to fold outward
upon a board or back piece, and I do not claim
such construction, broadly; but

I claim— .

The combination, with the back piece, of
the wire brackets hinged with their vertical
sides instaples upon the back piece, and pro-
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vided atthe upper ends of their vertical hinged -

sides with rearwardly-projecting eyes or loops
of a greater diameter than the thickness of the
back piece, as and for the purpose shown and
set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

BENJAMIN F. TATEM.

‘Witnesses:

J. W. PATRICK,
E. A. YERGER.
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