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or other suitable means may be used to join the ends to 
gether. Once the ends are joined, as previously mentioned, 
any downward pressure on the cylindrical shell will be 
resisted because of the interlocking arrangement em 
ployed. 

Referring particularly to FIGS. 7, 8 and 9, another em 
bodiment of the present invention is illustrated. In this 
embodiment, the ends 38 and 40 are substantially straight 
and do not include any cut-away portions. Tapered por 
tions 42 and 44 are disposed in different planes and are 
angularly disposed at different angles with respect to each 
other, in a manner illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8. Likewise 
the end of shell 40 includes tapered portions 46 and 48, 
which are also disposed in different planes with respect 
to each other and are drawn at different angles. 
The tapered portions 44 and 48 include step or butt 

portions 50 and 52, respectively. This arrangement makes 
it possible to attain circumferential alignment of the ends 
of the sheet. Thus the arrangement illustrated in FIGS. 7, 
8 and 9 provides alignment in two directions, circumfer 
entially and vertically. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A vulcanized fiber sheet for making a shell for a 

roving can comprising a flat sheet adapted to be joined 
at two ends, said ends having complementary tapered 
portions adapted to be joined together to provide a 
smooth seam, each of said ends of said sheets including 
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a plurality of tapered portions with some of said tapered 
portions being disposed in different planes than others. 

2. The invention as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
plurality of tapered portions include tapered portions 
which alternately include one of two different tapered 
portions. 

3. The invention as set forth in claim 2 wherein said 
two different tapered portions have different angles of 
taper with respect to said flat sheet. 

4. The invention as set forth in claim 3 wherein one 
of said two tapered portions adjoin stepped portions in 
wardly disposed away from the ends of said sheet. 

5. The invention as set forth in claim 2 wherein said 
two different tapered portions have substantially the same 
angle of taper with respect to said flat sheet. 
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