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To all villon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, STEPHEN UPSON, of the city, 

county, and State of New York, have invented a new 
and improved Device for Practising the Handling of 
Violins and Bows; and I do hereby declare that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description thereof, 
which will enable others skilled in the art to Inake and 
use the same, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification. 

Figure 1 represents a plan ortop view of my im 
proved practice-block for violins. 

Figure 2 is an inverted plan view of the same. 
Figure 3 is a vertical transverse section of the same, 

the plane of section being indicated by the line aca, 
fig. 2. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding 
parts. - - 

This invention has for its object, to teach beginners 
the manner of handling the bows of violins, and equiv 
alent instruments, and the mode of using the fingers, 
and practising the shifts on the finger-board of the in 
strument, all without producing any noise, and without 
exposing valuable instruments to the risk of being 
spoiled by the practitioners. 
The invention consists in the use of a block, A, 

which is shaped, more or less, like a violin, and which 
has a scale marked on its finger-board, upon which the 
fingers may be practised as on a real instrument. 
The block has also a transverse groove, (, in which 

a stick, B, ean be drawn back and forth, to teach the 
movements of the bow. - 

It is one of the first requisites in violin-playing, that 
the bowshould always beheld parallel with the bridge. 
The direction of the bow, in this respect, should never 
be changed. If the bow is drawn at another than a 
right angle across the strings, a very impure, shriek 
ing sound will be produced. The scholar should, there 
fore, first plactise, to produce the requisite straight 
notion of the bow. 
The stick is preferably made prismatic, so as to have 

sharp cornel's, that it may not be turned in the simi 
larly-shaped groove of the block. 
The persoll using it, will be obliged to move the 

stick straight, as it will not move otherwise in the 
groove. The muscles of the hand and arm will, by 
constant practice with this stick and block, be trained 
so as to become accustomed to the proper motion. 

Short and long strokes may be used to represent 
short and long bowing. 
Another great advantage of this device is, that the 

practitioner does not produce the disagreeable noise 
generally inade by scholars on musical instruments. 

The block is or may be provided with another groove, 
b, which is not as deep as the first, and which has its 
bottom bevelled down at the ends, as in lig. 3, for the 
purpose of allowing the position of the bow, for play 
ing single strings, to be practised. Three planes are, 
by the bevels, fored on the bottom of the shallow 
groove b, as shown, and the scholar can hold his bow 
on any oue of the four corners of the same, and change 
from one corner to the other, as if from one string to 
the other, always, however, keeping the stick parallel 
with the bridge, that is to say, in the groove. 
On the neck and finger-board, is a raised rib, c, on 

which the fingers should be held while they are prac 
tising on the aforesaid scale. The fingers are thereby 
compelled to follow a straight line in their motion on 
the scale. The scale need only represent one octave. 
If the scholar has become familiar with it, the other 
scales will be easy for him to produce. 

In order to teach the up-and-down motion of the 
bow, that is to say, to have it shifted more or less far 
from the bridge, toward the neck, without ever los 
ing its parallel direction with the bridge, I have ar 
ranged two guide-bars, C C, on the upper or lower 
side of the block, and a sliding case, D, suspended 
tlherefirom. 
The stick B can be fitted through the case D, and 

can be moved back and forth in the same, and at the 
same time shifted up or down with the same. The 
requisite shifting is thus produced, while the stick is 
Constantly in the correct position. 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A block, A, when provided with grooves, or their 
equivalents, to allow the motions for playing a violin 
to be practised upon it, substantially as herein shown 
and described. 

2. The groove b, having the bevelled bottom, when 
arranged in the block A, substantially as and for the 
purpose herein shown and described. 

3. The straight groove at, or its equivalent, when 
arranged in the block A, substantially as and for the 
purpose herein shown and described. 

4. The sliding case D, when arranged on the block 
? to practise the shifting motion of the bow, as set 
ortl?. 
5. Providing the block. A with a scale for finger 

practice, as set forth, and with one or more raised 
lines, c, as specified. 

STEPHEN UPSON. 
Witnesses: 

A. V. BRIESEN, 
FRANK BLOCKLEY. 

    

  


