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To all thom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, RoBERT C. RUSSELL, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Pittsburgh, in the county of Allegheny 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
certain new and useful improvements in 
Card-indexes; and i do hereby declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, Such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

card indexes, one object of the invention be 
ing to provide a construction whereby the 
cards will be so spaced that they can be easily 
“ thumbed to permit ready and rapid in 
spection when being searched, and without 
the necessity of manipulating the means 
which normally clamp the cards in the 
drawer or container. 
A further object is to so construct the de 

vice that the index cards are held only by 
clamping action, so that any card of the in 
dex can be removed by loosening the clamp 
ing means and without removing any part of 
the holding devices from the drawer. 
A further object is to construct a card in 

dex in such manner that simple and efficient 
spacing means shall be provided and nor 
mally secured in position, the holding means 
being such that said spacers may be released 
or added spacers inserted and Secured in 
place. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain novel features 
of construction and combinations of parts 
as hereinafter set forth and pointed out in 
the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings; Figure i 
is a perspective view of a card index em 
bodying my invention; Fig. 2 is a longitudi 
nal sectional view; Figs. 3 and 4 are trans 
verse sectional views, and Figs. 5, 6 and 7 
are detail views. r 

1 represents a drawer or container com 
prising sides 2, 2, a front end 3, a rear end 
4 and a bottom 5-the latter having an 
opening 6 therein which extends from the 
front, 3 to the rear end 4. 

Index cards 7 are disposed between the 
sides 2 and rest upon the bottom 5. Be 
tween the index cards, spacers 8 are located 
so as to separate said cards from each other 
sufficiently to enalute the user to easily 
“thumb' them and quickly search for the 
card desired. The spacers 8 (which may be 

conveniently made of card board of one or 
more thicknesses) are provided with depend 
ing tongues 9 which enter the elongated 
Opening 6 in the bottom of the drawer or 
container and Said tongues are perforated, 
as at 10, for the passage of a rod 11. This 
rod passes through an internally threaded 
thimble 12 in the front member 3 of the 
drawer and is made with a threaded portion 
18 to engage the threads of the thimble. 
The rod 11 extends throughout the length 
of the drawer and its rear end enters a hole 14 
in the rear end member 4, while the front 
end of said rod is provided with a knob 15 
disposed in front of the drawer. 
A follower 16, which also constitutes a 

camping device for the cards and spacers, is 
disposed between the sides 2-2 of the 
drawer and is slotted, as at 17, to engage the 
botton of the drawer at respective sides of 
the elongated opening 6. The clamp or foll 
lower is provided with a hole 18 through 
Which the rod 11 passes so that said clamp or 
follower is, in effect mounted on said rod. 
The clamp or follower is provided centrally 
With a socket in which an internally thread 
ed thimble 19 is located and a thumb screw 
20 passing through said thimble, is adapted 
to engage the rod 11 and thus secure the 
clamp or follower thereto. 
When the cards and spacers shall have 

been assembled as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 
and the clamp or follower is pressed up and 
Secured to the rod 11, the cards and fol 
lowers will be firmly clamped. 
Should it be desired to remove an index 

card or insert new ones, or should it be de 
sired to expose a card so that data. On a 
lower portion thereof may be more readily 
inspected, this may be accomplished by 
loosening the thumb screw 20 and, if nec 
essary, moving the follower rearwardly. 
In this Way, the cards will be unclamped 
and Some of them may be moved back to 
expose the entire surface of the card to be 
examined. The cards, spacers and follower 
may then be pressed together and the fol 
lower secured to the rod as before. By 
providing a threaded connection of rod 11 
to the front of the drawer, displacement of 
said rod will be prevented when the cards, 
spacers and follower are being pressed to 
Ward the front of the drawer after inspec 
tion of the data on a particular card or 
after cards have been inserted into or re 
moved from the drawer. 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

105 

0. 



2 

When it becomes necessary to insert ad 
ditional spacers, this may be accomplished 
by first withdrawing the rod a sufficient dis 
tance to permit the insertion or removal of 

5 spacers at a particular place or places in 
the index and then restored to the position 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 

Slight changes might be made in the de 
tails of construction of my invention with 

10 out departing from the spirit thereof or 
limiting its scope and hence do not wish 
to restrict myself to the precise details herein 

- set forth. 
Having fully described my invention what 

15 I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ter's Patent, is:- 

1. In a card index, the combination with 
a container and a plurality of index cards 
resting freely upon the bottom of said con 

20 tainer, of spacers disposed between the 
lower portions of said cards, whereby the 
upper portions of the latter are spaced 
apart, and means for clamping the cards 
and spacers together in said container. 

25 - 2. In a card index, the combination with 
a container and a plurality of index cards 
to rest freely on the bottom of said con 
tainer, of spacers between the lower por 
tions of said index cards, whereby the tap 

30 per portions of the latter are spaced apart, 
and means for locking the spacers in the 
container and clamping the cards and 
spacers together with the upper portions of 
the cards spaced apart. 

35 3. In a card index, the combination with 

1,857,658 

a container and a plurality of index cards 
to rest freely on the bottom of the container, 
of spacers disposed between the lower por 
tions of said index cards, said spacers hav 
ing depending perforated tongues, a foi- 40 
lower disposed in said container, a rod pass 
ing through the perforated tongues of the 
spacers and through said follower and the 
ends of the container, and means for clamp 
ing the follower to said rod. 45 

4. In a card index, the combination with 
a container, and a piurality of index cards 
to rest freely upon the bottom of the con 
tainer, of spacers disposed between the lower 
portions of the index cards, a rod passing 50 
through the ends of the container, a clamp 
ing follower on said rod, and means for 
clamping said follower to said rod. 

5. in a card index, the combination with 
a container, and a plurality of index cards 55 
therein, of spacers disposed between the 
lower portions of said index cards, a iod 
mounted in the ends of the container, means 
removably securing said rod to One end of 
the container, a clamping follower on said 60 
rod, and manually operable means for 
clamping said follower to said rod. 
In testimony whereof, I have signed this 

specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

w ROBERT C. RUSSELL. 
Witnesses: 

BELLE WILHELM, 
JAMES P. RUSSELL. 


