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1
This.inventien-relates to a. new. and: improved hne ‘loose, and Fig;. 4: co1respondmg to F1g 2- but
-easily: adjustable:maternity -garment designed.-to showing the drawstring on the waistline tied, '__ag‘d
enable keeping the hemline even throughout the Figs..5 and 6.are sectional details taken. on:the
entire pregnaney.. lines 55 and 8-—8.0f:Figs. 3 and. 4, respectlvely
T am-aware-that many- garment: eonstructxons 8. The same reference numerals -are. applied. to
of -a.more or. less practical :nature have. been eorresponding parts throughout: the. views. -,
devised -for this purpose, but moest. of these: Wlth Referring: to the drawings, and partmulally
which.I am familiar were:rather comphcated and Flgs l-and 2, the reference numeral 1. designates
expensive and not easy to adjust to.the desired  the blouse.of my invention, and 8.a straight.top
nicety, and they presented a.-poor and rather 10 skirt to which the blouse is sewn, the. adjustment
makeshift  appearance.. In faet, some of the. ad- mcorporated in th ;blouse front:9-in; accorda,nce
Justments: were:so ill~appearing, they were sult- with:my. invention:being designed to enable keep—
able. only : for -use -on.sHps, not. dresses. Tt is, ing. the-line of -the hem 10 ubstantlally even
therefore, the. ‘prineipal -object - of my mventxon threughout, pregnancy. by auiek- and. s;mple ad-
to. provide: a. .maternity -dress;. or blouse for: sueh 15. justments-made, from time to. tlme as the need
a. dress, that. avoids.the . ebJectmns mentloned foy it appears;
and -one which. presents, 8. neat and attractwe The.. walsthne of -the.. blouse ﬂont is. cut on.a
appearance -in:all stages.: of adlustmenn downward: curve ; .as, shown at (5. from ‘the 'ends
A:salient feature, of-the blouse of :my iavention of the seams 12 at the. opposite sides toward. the
is:the provision of a.front, the waistline of which 20 Jniddle starting at the natural waistlibe level b,
is cut on. a.-dowaward curve. from. both sides of ; I3 gradually fo.a denth of about
the front from . the -natural waistline to.a gi n inehes below the natural waist-
depth. below. the natural. Wa.lsthne at the middle, line level a/ aiddle, thus, .giving an extra full-
drawstring tunnels. being. provxded: in. laterally ness centra]ly of the blouse iront at the waistline,
‘spaced relation and. extendmg in.an up and.down 26 Facing material {1, of Tight weight in_relation
direction, approximately. radially. relative to.said to the material of the hlouse front § is cut to
curved. waistline, mdlvxdually ad]j :table draw- ‘cover the. inside of th blouse front to an eleva-
strings. being . prowded in said tunnels emabling  tion. about: three, inches above the natural waist-
quick and easy vertical admstment of ‘the <k1rt Ilne and. is sewn to.the sides of the biouse fr ont
front from.. time to.time to. maintain. an. even, at- Seams, f2. Pive drawsmmg tunnels 13- are
hemline. thrqughout pregnanéy. The hattom ‘30 formed betw n the bl e front 8 and facing (1
edge . portion of ‘the blouse. Tront. is. sewn. to. a by sewing along substantiaily ‘parallel lines, 4
straight top. skirt so. that the skirt Ios es. niong of for each tunnel, the tunnels, however, extending
ibs- orlginal lines.. The gathered material in the 1n do nwardly dwergent and 01rcumferent1ally
front of .the blolise glves a shlrred e‘ﬂ’ect whxch B Hinl ore_or less closely approximating
is .pleasing to the eye,. tlL dovmwardly curved walstllne 15.  The

an ornamental eﬁ’ect thdﬁ a> “ubili arxan appeaf— mid’Ie one of the five tunnels is on the longi-
ance.. A drawstrmg walstline 15 at present be= tudma.l centerhne of the blovse front. Draw-
heved to be most practical with this vertical ad- strmgs tG of nay row cloth tape material are pro-

Justment hut _ather forms of horlzontal or girth By

vzded one for each, ‘tunnel' 13, each at 1east about
i ‘th assoc1ated h,.nnel These

The invention 1s~V11Tustrated in the accompany-

ing diawings, in which: at oné end t(‘)" ‘the lower énd of the tunnels, as
Figs. 1 and. 2-are front views.of a maternity at, 1T, Teaving thi free énds extending from the
dress, turned inside out, 0 as to show the spe- uppser ends of the tunnels, Snap fasteners 18 are

‘clally ot wailstling of the blouse. and.the diaw- 4
strings and tunnels provided. on the inner side
of the blouse front in.aceordance with my inven- the sew Y
tion, Fig. 1 showing the blouse front expanded sewn to the # ing H ‘over the lowe1 ends of
to. full length, with the drawstrmgs unfaster‘xed the tunnels k3 and nave.- matitg snap fasteners
and Fig, 2 showing the blouse frant gather ‘50 20 for the snap fasteners 8 sewn thereon, the
t0. 2 natural waistline, Wwith the drawstrings all 1oose ends of the drawstrmgs £ being. fastened
tastened ) L by entermg the snap fasterers 29.in.-the appro-

"Figs. 3 and ¢ are tront views of the satie d priate associated Snap- fasteners 18: sccording. to
turned right side out; Fiz. § correspanding to phe-.deptir of dewnward curvature .desiréd for the
Fig. 1 and showing the drawstring on the walst- 86 Vaistiing I8 at o given thud., The blouse front

3@”_ intervals_ tg the free ends of ‘the
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is sewn along line i5 to the top of the straight
top skirt 8. The skirt obviously loses none of its
original lines by reason of my specially designed
blouse and will therefore hang properly and have
an even hemline when the blouse is correctly
adjusted. The fact that the drawsirings {8 are
individually adjustable and along lines extending
substantially radially relative to the expansible
and contractible area of the blouse front insures
even shirring of the material gathered in any
intermediate stage of adjustment, thus maintain-
ing a nice and really decorative appearance for
this portion of the blouse front. The middle
string 18 is usually adjusted and fastened first
and then the strings on opposite sides are ad-
justed and fastened one at a time, being sure
to keep an even hemline at -whatever elevabion
was first determined by the adjustment and fas-
tening of the middle string. If preferred, the
snap fasteners i8 and 20 may be omitted and tie
‘strings used instead, the loose end of a string
extending from the upper end of a tunnel {3 being
tied to a prcjecting end portion of the string on
the fastened lower end. So muech for the “verti-
‘cal” adjustment.

Turning now to Figs. 3 and 4, a drawstring
‘or helt 21 is shown which encircles the waist in-
side a tunnel 22 provided therefor. The ends of
this drawstring or belt are adapted fo be drawn
up and tied in a neat bow at the front, as indi-
cated at 23, in Fig. 4, after which the gathers In
‘the material will be distributed more or less even-
ly around the waist, for a good appearance.
‘While I have shown the tie at the front, it may be
‘at the back, if preferred. This kind of “horizon-
tal” adjustment is at present regarded as the
most practical with my improved vertical adjust-
ment, although other forms of horizontal adjust-
ments may obviously be used.

Tt is believed the foregoing description coi-
‘veys a good understanding of the objects and ad~
vantages of my invention. The appended claims
‘have been drawn to cover all legitimate modifi-
cations and adaptations. :

I claim:

1. A maternity garment comprising a blouse
the front of which is joined to the back by seams
at opposite sides and has the waistline portion cut
‘on a downward curve from the natural waistline

starting from the ends of said seams and curving

gradually to a predetermined extent below the
natural waistline to define a fullness area therein,
‘a straight top skirt to which the waistline por-
tion of the blouse just described is sewn all
around leaving the fullness in the lower portion
of the blouse front, the waistline portion of the
skirt having fullness in proportion to the-de-
scribed fullness of the lower front portion of the
blouse, means to take up in substantially hori-
zontally extending gathers the fullness in the
plouse so as to make the skirt hang with an even
hemline, the gathers adding decorativeness to the
‘blouse front, and means to take up circumferen-
_tially the fullness in the waistline portion of the
skirt. ’

2. A maternity garment comprising a blouse the
front of which is joined to the back by seams at
-gpposite sides and has the waistline portion ecut
on a downward curve from the natural waistline
starting from the ends of said seams and curv-
ing gradually fo a predetermined extent helow
the natural waistline to define a i{ullness area
therein, a straight top skirt to which the waist-
line portion of the blouse just described is sewn
.all around leaving the fullness in the lower por-
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tion of the blouse front, the waistline portion of
the skirt having fullness in proportion to the
described fullness of the blouse, drawstring means
in laterally spaced relation on the inside of the
lower front portion of the blouse to take up in sub-
stantially horizontally extending gathers the full-
ness in the lower front portion of the blouse 5o as
to make the skirt hang with an even hemline, the
gathers adding decorativeness to the blouse front,
and means to take up circumferentially the full-
ness in the waistline portion of the skirt.

3. A garment as set forth in claim 2, wherein

“said drawstring means comprises a plurality of
" drawstring guide tunnels provided in laterally

5 spaced relation extending up and down the back

of the fullness area of the blouse front, and

. drawstrings extending through said tunnels and
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6.

arranged to be adjusted in length and fastened

‘to maintain the adjustment.

4. A garment as set forth in claim 2, wherein
said drawstring means comprises a plurality of
‘drawstring guide tunnels provided in laterally
spaced relation extending in upwardly couverg-
ing relation substantially radially relative to the
curved waistline up and down the back of the
fullness area of the blouse front, and drawstrings
extending through said tunnels and arranged
to be adjusted in length and fastened to maintain
the adjustment.

5. For use with the skirt portion of a mater-
nity garment, a maternity blouse constructed for
joining at its waistline to the skirt and compris-
ing 5 front joined to a back by seams at opposite
sides and having the waistline portion cut on a
downward curve from the natural waistline start-
ing from the ends of said seams and curving
‘gradually to a predetermined extent below  the
natural waistline to define a fullness area therein,
s plurality of drawstring guide tunnels provided
in laterally spaced relation extending up and
down the back of the fullness area of the blouse
front, and drawstrings extending through said
tunnels and arranged to be adjusted in length
and fastened to maintain the adjustment.

8. For use with the skirt portion of a maternity
garment, a maternity blouse constructed for join-
ing at its waistline to the skirt and comprising
a front joined to a back by seams at opposite sides
and having the waistline portion cut on a down-
ward curve from the natural waistline starting
from the ends of said seams and curving gradu-
2lly to a predetermined extent below the natural
waistline to define a fullness area therein, a
plurality of drawstring guide tunnels provided in

laterally spaced relation extending in upwardly

converging relation substantially radially rela-
tive to the curved waistline up and down the back
of the fullness area of the blouse front, and
drawstrings extending through said tunnels and
arranged to be adjusted in length and fastened
to maintain the adjustment.

RITA M. SMITH.
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