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SPECIFICATION.

We, ALPHEUS BABCOOK and JoSEPH B.
MARTIN, of Silver Creek, in the county of
Chautauqua and State of New York, havein-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Mill-Picks, of which the following is a speci-
fication:

Our invention consists, first, in the combi-
nation, with the mill-pick handle provided
with an inclined mortise for the reception of
the tapering end of the tool, of an adjust-
able space-Dblock, arranged in said mortise
with its straight side contiguous to the tool,
while its opposite side is made with a curve
to fita correspondingly-curved bearin g-surface
of the mortise, whereby the inclination of the

~ space-block is varied by simply swinging the

same on its curved bearing, so as to adapt the
block to tools of different degrees of taper,
while a solid bearing-surface for the said
block is insured at all times; second, in the
combination, with the curved bearing-surfaces
of the space-block and mortise of the handle,
of a curved slot and fastening-pin, the slot be-
ing concentric with the curved bearing, where-
by the block is retained in place in the mortise
and at the same time allowed the movement
requisite for its adjustment.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure I is
an elevation of a mill-pick provided with our
improvements. Fig. II is a similar view with
the head of the handle in seection, Fig. I1Lis
a front elevation with portions broken away
$0 as to expose the fastening-pin,

Like letters designate like parts in each of
the figures. L

A is the head of the pick-handle, and B an
inclined mortise, formed therein for the recep-
tian of the tapering end of the tool, pick, or
pick-holder C, as the case may be. The up-

. per side d of this mortise is straight and in-

clined, while the opposite side ¢ is curved in
the shape of a circular are, in such manner as
to be inclined similar to the upper side d, as
clearly shown in Figs. I and IL. " F is the ad-
Jjustable space-block, arranged in the mortise
of the head B.- The side of the block F ad-
Jjacent to the pick or tool is formed straight,
while its lower side £ is curved to correspond

%

with the curved bearing-surface ¢ of the
mortise, against which it rests. When the
block I is in its central position in the mortise
its straight side forms with the straight side
d of the mortise a tapering recess of the
propershape for receiving the tapering ends of
ordinary picks or pick-holders. By swinging
the block F upon its eurved bearing-surface
the inclination of its straight side to the
straight side d of the mortise -is accordingly
changed, and the instrument adapted to re-
ceive and firmly hold tools of different taper. .
g is the curved slot, formed in one or both
sides of the block I, concentric with the curved
bearing-surfaces of the block and mortise ;
and h, a_fastening-pin secured in the side of
the head B, so as to project into the slot g.
By this means the block F is secured in the
mortise of the head B against accidental dis-
connection, while it permits a limited swing-
ing movement thereof for its adjustment. The
space-block F being in all positionsin contact
with the entire curved bearing-surface of the
mortise, a very firm connection of the pick or .
pick-holder with the pick-handle is effected by
the wedging of the formerbetween the block It
and the upper straight side of the mortise.

We do not_claim, broadly, an adjustable
block for regulating the taper of the mortise
of mill-pick handles; but

What we claim as our invention is—

1. The combination, with the mill-pick han-
dle A provided with the mortise B and curved
bearing-surface e, of the adjustable space-
block F provided with the curved surface s
substantially as and for the purpose hereinbe.
fore set forth.

2. The combination, with the mill-pick han-
dle A and adjustable space-block I, both hav-
ing contiguous curved bearing-surfaces, of the
concentric slot g and fastening-pin h, substan-
tially as and for the purpose hereinbefore set

forth.
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