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?his?nvention reiatesto thegame offootbal 
and has particular reference to teadHingthe 
game of?Gotb8ll? - 
Thegame of footbaH has developed to the 

PointwheretheaccurabeandTrecise movement oftheplayersis ofimportance?Tn order that 
?he?ootball playermay carryout predetermined 
and prearrangedmovement itis”necessarythat 
coasiderable practice bereSorted to,Theentire 
team consisting of a ine and the backs have 
Dracticedasaunitinorderthataineandbacks ?naymoveincoordination?The oadkdetermines 
hiscourse of movement bythe position ofthe 
meniathelineandin order toacCuratey Carry 
autthemovement ofthe backsithas been neC 
essary to hayethe men in a ine in Orderthat 
the backmay visualize where heisto move with 
reference to the men in the line?In many in? 
stances thissort of practice ocCUpies the time 
of the 1ine men purely for the benefit of the ° 
Ymovement Of the backs, 
One of the objects of this?rVention isto pro? 

vide a devicewhichwillenablethemen inthe 1ine offootballteamst00CCupythemselves with othertrainingwhilestiprovidngavisua110-° 
Catioa.of?he men inthe?ine‘With reference to 
Whichthemovement ofthe backs ocCurs, 
Another object of thisinvention isto Brovide 

adeyice which·Will 8ctasa substitute for the 
IineandwiliHustrateto theback the position 
0f the line and the indvidual men thereof So 
?hatin ?istraining hemaymoVe Withreference 
?otheline just asifthe Hne men were there 
and moving forWard themselVes, 
Another object of thisinVention isto provide 

8,Substitute line Which may be easily handled 
but Which may be Stretched taUt Upon the 
groundandthereanchoredin place? 
Another object of theinVentionistoprovidea 

linethe anchoring meansfor Which may be de? 
taChed Sothat theline may be used Upona hard 
Wo0d foor SUch as in a,gymnasiUm or the like 
if deSired? 
Another object of thisinventionisto provide 

a line Whichisshiftable by being made of de 
taChable Sections Which may beattaChedin an 
order diferent from that of the normal bal 
anCed line? 
With these and other objects in VieW,the in- ? 

Vention Consists of Certain novelfeatures of con 
struction,as Will be mOre fully deSCribed and 
particulary pointedoutin the appended claims? 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig.1 isa perspectiVe vieWillustratingthein 
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structing?device?n?osition onthegroundwith 
Blayers inpos?tionWithreference theret0, 
Fig.2 isa sectiona?*iew through the device; 
?g.?isa perspectivewiewofan end df the 

?exibleportiondfthe?eviceshowing the eyelet 
?penings in?heend theredf; , 

Fig.4 is? perspectiveView ofone of thean? 
Chors forthe end; - - Fig.5isatopplanviewofamodfedformof 
the deVice, - 
?g.6?sa sectionalviewthereofshowinga 

?ragmental portion thereof onyupon an en 
?a?ged SGale; ? · - r,, 

Fig,7?atopplan view of one sectionas 
shownin Fig.5? ? Inproceedngw?hthisinventionrprovidea 
strip oftextiemateria,suchascanvas,which will besubstantiaHy thelength of the normal 
balanced?neofa?ootbalteamandbycertain ppominent indidaTüvideUpthisstripintosec 
?onssothatthepositionofeachofthe players 
iathe inemay bereadiyapparent whenstand 
ingadistance?romtheineatwhich the backs, 
ofthe footbalteamwouldordinariystand,T 
?urther providea meansforandhoringthiscan? 
Vasstriponthegroundsoastoholdthesamein 
ataut position,This ine maythen be substi 
?Uted for the actual payersin the ine and 
teadhing of the movements of the backs with 
?eferenceto the ine may proceed in a normal 
manner whie the line players may begiven 
other instruction, Y * ? 

With referencetothedrawing,10designates 
?enerallyastrip of canVaswhich may besuita 
bly Seamed alongits longitudinalStraight edges 
11 and 12,At the end 14(See Fig,3)of this 
canvasstrip,T provide openings 15,15”,which 
may be suitably reinforced by grommetsif de 
Sired?An anchor deSignatedgenerally 16 and 
COnsisting of a,frame 17 tapered on its Opposite 
edgesis provided with hooked or curved Spikes 
18and #8”positioned a distance apart equalto 
the distance betweenthe openings 15,15”,The 
end portion14ofthe canvasstrip maybeplaced 
beneath thisanchor ?T with the spikes f8 ex? 
tending throughthe openings f5,15”as shown 
in Fig.4 andthenthe upper part of the canVas 
may be disposed over the top of the anchor 16 
3SShownin Fig,2S0astofirmiyanchor One end 
ofthe canVasstripin position whilecoveringthe 
anchor?The canvasstripisthenstretched taut 
andthe opposite endis anchoredin p0sition as 
Shown in Fig,2so asto dispose the Same over 
the groUnd in a,taut manner?These anchorS 
may bereadily detached from thestrip if de 
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siredenablingthestriptobe placedupona hard 
foorgymnasium whereinstruction Work may be 
proceeded within bad Weather, 
Inorderthatthe position of the players may 

bereadiyapparent,I have provided marks 20 
atspacedintervals alongthe strip dividingthe 
sameintorectangularsections2f Which wilCor? 
respondinlengthtothe position of the playerin 
that section?Thus the center Section 22 is 
markedwithaCtoindicatethe Center,thenext 
sections23,23”are markedwith a Gto indiCate 
theposition oftheguard,thenextSections24,24’ 
are marked Witha,T toindicate the p0Sition 0f 
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may be reversed thus getting practice in foot 
workandprecision of movement which Can 0CCur 
only with a predetermined layout repreSenting 
theactualposition ofthe playerson the field? 
IClaim: 
1.Adeviceforinstructingthe playing offoot? 

bal comprising a,panelshaped to indicate the 
generalextentoftheline ofplayersofaf9otbal 
teamand means on said panel dividingit into 
sectors corresponding with the p0Sition of the 
diferent players comprising Said line Whereby 
the position of the playersin the line may be 
determinedWithout the preSenCe Of the playerin 

thetackles,andthentheendsections25,25”are markedwithan Etoindcatethepositionofthe 
end,Aspace betweenthesections24and25in 
dicatesthespacing oftheends from thetackles. 
With an arrangement thus pr0Vided,the 

straight edges of the strip provide a means t0 
indicate the general extent of the line On the 
playingfieldwhilethe markingson the Stripin 
dicatethepositionofthe playersintheline?The 
backs mayrun With referenCe t0theSe p0SitiOnS 
of the players to practice their foot WOrk and 
timing ingetting of the plays which they are 
taught. DuringthistimetheplayersWhichwould 
ordinariy 0CCupyp0sitionsin the line While the 
backsare practicing can devote their attention 
tootherinstruction Work. 
In orderto practice signal work,the p0sitions 

maybenugberedinthespaces26shownineach 
of the sections,Suchas by marking withchalk? 
This provides an opp0rtunity for Visual signak 
drilwhichassistsinfixingsignalsinthemind 
0f the player, - “ 
In Some Casesitis desirable t0 practice with 

the line in an unbalanced p0sition andin this 
C8Se I haVe proyidedthat portions of thelineas 
sh0Wn in Figs?5 and6 may be formed of Sec? 
tions30 and detached fromeach otherso that 
forinstance thetacklesmay be placed together 
On the Same Side of the Center or Various Com 
binations may be provided by Snappingthe sec 
tionstogether in a,Selected arrangement?For 
this purpoSe Studs3 are positionedat theends 
of OneSection While Sockets32toresiliently clasp 
thereWithare p0sitionedatthe endsof anadja? 
cent Section?Thus,the detachment may be had 
andreaSSemblyinordert0afordtheline of the 
correctSelectionWhichmayexistincertainplays 
of thegame?This afordsthe backsan oppor? 
tunitytopracticewithanunbalancedineaswel 
as the usual balanced,formation,and by ap 
proachingfrom the opposte side the balance 
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the ine,said panel being provided with Spikes 
curvedtoward the middle of the panelto draw 
the paneltaut as they are positioned in the 
ground? - 

2,Adeviceforinstructingthe playing off00t 
bal comprisinga,panel Shaped to indicate the 
general extent of the line 0f players Of a f00t? 
ballteam and means on Said paneldiVidingit 
,into Sectors corresponding with the p0Sition Of 
thediferent playerscomprisingsaidlinewhereby 
the position of the players in the ine may be 
determined without the presence of the player 
in theline,Said panelbeing provided With open? 
ings inan endthereof andan anchor having 
spikescurVedtowardthe middle of the panelex? 
tendingthroughsaid openingsto holdthe panel 
taut ontheground? 
3,Adevice forinstructingthe playing off00t? 

balasinclaim1 whereinsaidpanelisprovided 
Withanerasablesurface, 
4?Adevice forinstructingthe playing Offoot 

5 balasin claim 1WhereinSaidpanelisformed Of 
Severalsectionsdetachably held together byfas 
tenerS, - · 
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