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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatl, HENRY MERRILL TILES-
TON, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Kansas City, in the county of Jackson and
State of Missouri, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Strap-Fasten-
ings, as set forth in the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a girth, cineh, or band having
my improved fastener at both ends, Fig. 2is
a perspective view of the fastemer. Fig. 3
shows the application of my invention to a
riding-saddle and showing the free end of an
attaching-strap attachable to the saddle with-
in easy reach of the rider’s hand.

Myinvention relates to means for securing
girths, bands, or cinches or analogous strap
devices; and it consistsof theimproved strap-
fastener hereinafter described and claimed.

To enable others skilled in the art to which
my invention appertains to make and use the
same, I will now describe its construction and
indicate the manner in which the same is car-
ried out.

Heretofore many girths, cinches, or straps
have been secured by means of buckles hav-
ing a movable tongue, or by rings and straps,
or by knots, or aseriesof inferlacing of straps;
but in most of these cases it required the un-
buckling, untying, or unlacing of the secur-
ing devices to retighten or adjust the girths,
cinches, or straps, and in the event of saddle-
animals the dismounting of the rider to ad-
just the device.

In my invention I dispense with the objec-
tionable constructions just mentioned and
provide a means whereby a girth, cinch, or
strap may be readily secured, tightened, or
adjusted, either while in the saddle or dis-
mounted, and so arrange the parts of the de-
viee that the subsequent locking and securing
are automatie. '

Referring now to the drawings for a more
complete explanation of my invention, A rep-
resents a girth, cinch, or strap, to one or both
ends of which my fastening devices are se-
cured, preferably by the metal or leather or
other flexible loops B, as shown.

The fastener proper consists, preferably, of
two plates, rings, or loops € C’, one of which

slides upon or within the other, a sunitable
guide or keeper furnishing the means by
which one of the plates, rings, or loops may
move upon the other. These plates, rings, or
loops may be of rectangular form, as shown
in Figs. 1,2, 3, and 4, or may be rings, the op-
eration and results produced in all cases be-
ing the same. o

The plate, ring, orloop Chas butlittle move-
ment in the end of the bight of the loop B,
while the other plate, ring, or loop is adapted
to slide back and forth on the other plate,
ring, or loop with one end slidable inthe loop
B, or unconfined, if desired, and the other end
adapted to have the bight of the securing-
strap D passed around it, as shown particu-
larly in Fig. 2. In order that the two plates,
rings, or loops may be held in slidable contact,
I employ a keeper E, which may consist of a
transverse leather or metal bar secured to the
girth, cinch, or band and having bearings at
o to enable the plates, rings, or loops to slide
longitudinally within the bearing or guide
thus formed. ’

The attaching-strap D may represent any
strap. In Fig. 3 Iillustrate this strap ashav-
ing one end secured to a riding-saddle and
with its free end passed under the cross-bars
of the plates, rings, or loops at their fres ends
and thence carried around the said cross-bar
of the plate, ring, or loop ¢’ and under the
cross-bar of the plate, ring, or loop C, and
finally attached to the saddle within easy
reach of the rider’s hand, whereby it may be
readily operated to tighten, loosen, or adjust
the girth, cinch, or band without difficulty
and without the rider dismounting.

It will be understood that when it is desired
to adjust or tighten the girth, cinch, or band
the free end of the strap D is pulled upon,
which movement causes the plate, ring, or
loop ¢’ to be drawn in the direction of the
pull until it cramps or binds the bight end of
the strap D tightly between the cross-bars of
the two plates, rings, or loops and to be main-
tained in thislocked position until readjusted

‘orloosened. When so locked, the greater the

strain upon the girth, cinch, or band the
greater will be the eramping action at the
bight end of the securing-strap D.

The plates, rings, or loops may be composed
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of any desired metal or material and they
may be of the same length, or one may be
shorter than the other, withoutaffecting their
successful operation.

Having thus described my invention, what
I elaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a girth, cinch, or
band having the loops B, of a fastening con-
sisting of two plates, rings, or loops,a keeper
passed transversely across the plates, rings
or loops for connecting them with the girth
and providing for their free longitudinal slid-
ing movement one on the other, and a secur-
ing strap or connection adapted to have its
bight passed around the free ends of the plates,

rings, or loops, whereby said strap is cramped
or pinched between the latter, substantially
as herein described.

2. The combination, with a girth, cineh, or
band,of astrap-fastening comprising tworings
or loops, one or both of which may be attached
to a strap, and atransverse keeper secured to
said girth, cinch,or band and adapted to hold
the loops together and permit them to slide
one upon the other to pinch a strap between
them, substantially as herein described.

HENRY MERRILL TILESTON.,

Witnesses:
CHas. G. UprTON,
MARY WATTS,
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