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(57) Abstract: A sound processing device (100) is provided with: a dis-
tance information acquisition unit (101) that acquires information relat-
ing to a first distance between stereo microphones (10) and a second dis-
tance between stereo speakers (20); and a signal processing unit (102) that,
in accordance with the first distance and the second distance, processes a
stereo sound signal picked up by the stereo microphones, thereby adjusting
a stereo feeling experienced when the stereo sound signal is reproduced
from the stereo speakers.
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Claim 1 has the configuration of a “signal processing unit which
processes a stereo audio signal, picked up by a stereo microphone, according
to a first distance and a second distance to adjust a stereo effect when the
stereo audio signal is played from a stereo speaker". Here, the wording
“processes .. according to a first distance and a second distance" 1is
considered to include any calculation process using the first distance and
the second distance.

However, the description only indicates that the stereo effect 1is
adjusted on the basis of the “walue of the ratio of the second distance to
the first distance”, and thus does not disclose any other processes using the
first distance and the second distance.

Furthermore, even when considering the technical common knowledge in
the relevant technical field, it cannot be said that the problem to be solved
by the present invention can be solved by an arbitrary calculation process
using the first distance and the second distance. Thus, it can be said that
claim 1 includes configurations that cannot solve the problem.

Furthermore, claim 1 does not exclude the execution of a process using
factors other than the “first distance" and the "second distance"”, and
appears to include, for example, an invention in which the “angle formed by
two ‘stereo microphones’ viewed from ‘the position of a virtual viewer’” is
calculated on the basis of the “first distance” and the “distance between the
‘position of the virtual viewer’ and the ‘stereo microphones’”, and the
“angle formed by two ‘stereo speakers’ viewed from the ‘position of an actual
viewer’” 1is calculated on the basis of the “second distance” and the
“distance between the ‘position of the actual viewer’ and the ‘stereo
speakers’”, so as to adjust the stereo effect wusing the results of the
calculations. However, such an invention is not disclosed in the description.

Therefore, it cannot Dbe said that the invention disclosed 1in the
description, in which the stereo effect is adjusted on the basis of the
“value of the ratio of the second distance to the first distance”, can be
extended to the case of executing a “process according to the first distance
and the second distance”, i.e., an arbitrary calculation process using the
first distance and the second distance.

Therefore, c¢laim 1 is Dbeyond the scope of the disclosure of the
description, and thus does not satisfy the requirement pertaining to support
prescribed in PCT Rule 6.

The same can be said with respect to parts not referring to claims 2-8
in claims 9-15, and claims 16-17.

Therefore, with regard to claim 1, parts not referring to claims 2-8 in
claims 9-15, and claims 16-17, a meaningful search could not be carried out
with respect to configurations other than the configuration of the “signal
processing unit (signal processing step) for processing a stereo audio
signal, picked up by a stereo microphone, according to the ratio of a second
distance to a first distance to adjust a stereo effect when the stereo audio
signal is played from a stereo speaker”. Thus, the search was only carried
out with respect to said configuration.
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