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This invention relates to the mounting or set-
ting of gems or the like and more particularly it
relates to settings for precious stones such as
diamonds or the like, hereinafter referred to as

" gems, in rings or other articles of jewelry.

The invention relates to an improvement in
the well-known type of setting according to
which a cage or frame is provided having claws
at its periphery, which are bent over the edge
of the gem, when the latter has been placed in
position therein.

In connection with this type of setting, it is

“well-known to cut away a part of each claw to
provide a seating for the gem. .

The chief object of the present invention is
to enhance the appeal to the eye and therefore
the value, of the article, such as a ring, to which
the gem is applied, by providing a setting which
will give the gem the appearance of being larger
than in fact it is,

A further object of the invention is to provide
8 secure mounting for the gem.

According to the invention, I provide an an-
nular plate, ring or the like, hereinafter referred
to as a plate, which is slotted at a number of posi-
tions around its oufer periphery to accommodate
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respectively of one form of plate used according
to the invention.

Figures 3 and 4 are plan and elevational views
respectively of a common form of cage or frame
setting for use according to the invention.

Figure 5 is an elevational view of the plate in
position in the cage or frame. )

Figures 6 and 7 are plan and elevational views
respectively of a ring having a gem mounted
according to the invention. :

Figures 8 and 9 are also plan and elevational
views respectively of a ring having a gem mounted
according to the Invention in another manner,
and

Figure 10 is a fragmentary transverse vertical
sectional view on the line 18—I0 of Figure 6
through the cage or setting showing in detail the

. manner of mounting the gem.
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the claws of a cage or frame of the well-known |

kind, sald plate thus forming a seating for the
gem in the upper part of the cage or frame.

It is unnecessary to adapt the claws to pro-
vide a seating for the gem since the plate auto-
matically takes up = position on the cage or frame
according to the depth of the slots therein, to
provide the seating for the gem.

The gem is located in the apertur. in the plate
and maintained in position by pressing the free
ends of the claws projecting through the slots
over the edge of the gem in the usual manner.

According to the invention furthermore, the
portion of the plate which is visible after the gem
has been placed and secured. in position is treated
in such manner as to diffuse light and to har-
monise with the form or cut of the gem set
therein so as to give the gem the appearance of
being larger than it actually is. Preferably, the
visible portion of the plate is provided with
facets, in such manner that they harmonise with
the facets of the gem to produce the ‘desired
effect. ’

In order that the invention may be clearly
understood and readily carried into effect, the
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same will now be more fully described with refer-

ence to
Figures 1 and

the accompanying drawing in which’

2 are plan and elevational views &6

As shown in Figure 1, an -annular plate a is
provided with radial slots b around its outer pe-
riphery to accommodate the claws or prongs ¢ of
a cage or frame mounting d, which preferably
converge toward the bottom of the mounting or
cage. A common form of cage or frame mount-
ing is illustrated in Figures 3 and 4 although it
will be understood that any other convenient
form of cage or frame mounting, e, g. that shown
in Figures 8 and 9 may be utilized according to
the invention. The plate a forms a seating for & .
gem e in the upper part of the cage or frame d,
with the pavilion of the gem extending through
the opening of the plate and with the girdle of the
gem spaced above the top of the plate. The gem
is maintained in position on the seating con-
stituted by the plate a by pressing the free ends /
of the claws ¢ over the edge of the gem, The
circumferential width of the slots b is just suffi-
cient to allow the claws ¢ to pass freely there-
through, while their depth may be selected ac-
cording to the position it is desired that the plate
should take up In the cage. Thus by increasing
the depth of the slots the plate will take up a
lower position in the cage and vice versa, and it
will thus be possible to vary the apparent increase
in the size of the gem, since when the plate is
lower in the cage, & larger part of the surface
of the plate will be visible and available for the -
treatment hereinafter described.

When the gem is set, the plate a encircles or en-
compasses the pavilion of the gem intermediate
its length and the parts of the plate a which are
visible after the gem has been mounted are
treated in such manner as to diffuse and reflect
light and to harmonise with the form or cut of
the gem set therelin so as to Increase the apparent
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_size of the gem. Preferably, the visible parts
of the plate are provided with facets as at ¢ in
such manner that they harmonise with the facets
e’ on the gem e, to produce the desired effect.
The facets g are preferably highly polished.

Any other method may be adopted however

which will give the impressiom that the parts of -

the plate which are visible after the gem has
been mounted form part of the gem. The seat-
ing is preferably made of a white metal such as
platinum, which is capable of being treated to
harmonize with the gem, particularly when this
is & diamond. .

The invention is applicable to the mounting of
gems in various kinds of rings, tie-pins, or other
articles of jewelry and in any other connection
in which it is desired to display the gem.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is:

1. A setting for a faceted gem ha.ving & girdle
and a pavilion, comprising a cage, & centrally
apertured plate within said cage to encompass
the pavilion of the gem intermediate the length
thereof and having an upwardly reflecting sur-
face to extend outwardly beyond and beneath and
in closely spaced relation to the girdle of the
gem, and a plurality of upwardly projecting
prongs at least some of which serve to firmly and

. securely hold the gem.

2. A setting for a faceted gem having a girdle

and a pavilion, comprising & cage, a centrally

apertured plate within said cage to serve as a
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seat for loosely holding the gem at its pavilion
intermediate the length thereof in close proximity
to the girdle of the gem and having an upwardly
reflecting surface to extend outwardly beyond
and beneath and in closely spaced relation to
the girdle of the gem, and a plurality of up-
wardly projecting prongs at least some of which
serve to firmly and securely hold the gem in sa!d
seat.

3. The setting described in claim 1, whereln
said prongs are integral with the cage ‘and con-
verge toward the bottom of the cage, and said
plate has a plurality of peripheral notches each
to receive one of said prongs, whereby the posi-
tion of said plate in sald cage can be varied by
varying the depth of sald notches.

4. A setting for a faceted gem having a girdle
and a pavilion, comprising a cage having up-
wardly projecting prongs at least some of which
serve to hold the gem and have free upper ends
disposed in approximately a common plane, &
centrally apertured plate within said cage with
its general plane below said common plane of the
upper ends of said prongs to serve as a seat for
loosely holding the gem at its pavilion intermedi-
ate the length thereof in close proximity to the
girdle of the gem and having an upwardly re-
flecting surface to extend outwardly beyond and
beneath and in closely spaced relation to the
girdle of the gem, whereby to create an illusion -
that said gem is larger than actually it is.

SYDNEY HERBERT PRITCHARD.
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