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(57) Abstract: The present invention addresses the problem of providing a method of producing a liquid crystal layer
in which a photo-alignment film is repeatedly used, wherein degradation of the photo-alignment film is suppressed and
a greater amount of liquid crystal layer in which a liquid crystal is properly aligned can be produced. The invention
comprises: a photo-alignment film formation step for forming a photo-alignment film by photo-alignment on a support
body; a liquid crystal layer alignment step for layering a liquid crystal composition containing a polymerizable liquid
crystal compound on the photo-alignment film and causing same to become aligned; a liquid crystal layer formation step
for polymerizing the aligned liquid crystal composition to form a liquid crystal layer; and a liquid crystal layer separation
step for separating the formed liquid crystal layer away from the photo-alignment film. The photo-alignment film formed
in the photo-alignment film formation step is formed from a photo-alignment film-forming composition that contains an
azobenzene-based compound having a molecular weight of 5000 or less. Steps from the liquid crystal layer alignment step
to the liquid crystal layer separation step are repeated to repeatedly manufacture the liquid crystal layer.
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