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This invention resides in the provision of
an improved bracelet for wrist watches and
the like, which bracelet, because of its novel
construction and the manner in which it is

. made up of a metal strap and a strap of vul-
canite or similar material, has all of the du-
rability, the ornamental and other desirable
qualities of the preesnt popular metal wrist-
watch bracelets without the objectionable

¢ qualities thereof and in addition permits of

a saving of precious or expensive decorative

metal, 15 given a pleasing distinctiveness of

appearance, affords protection against pinch-
ing or cutting the skin and added comfort to

:5 the wearer, does not discolor the skin, and has
greater flexibility and resilience, which
make for longer life and ease of fitting and
removal relative to the wrist.

An object of the invention is to provide a

20 composite metal bracelet of the character de-
scribed in which the use of a band of vulcanite
or like material, on which the metal band is
supported and reinforced, not only {forms
decorative and ornamental margins along the

25 edges of the metal band but permits of a novel
mounting of a wrist watch or other ornament
in a piece of similar vulcanite or material
which is joined to the ends of the bracelet
proper and thereby provides for a watch

5¢ mounting of an ornamental effect in keeping
with that of the bracelet proper.

The invention possesses other objects and
features of advantage, some of which, with
the foregoing, will be set forth in the follow-
ing description of the preferred form of the
invention which is illustrated in the drawings
accompanying and forming part of the speei-
ficaton. Itisto be understood, however, that
variations in the showing made by the said
40" drawings and description may be adopted

within the scope of the invention as set forth
in the claims.

Referring to said drawings,

TFigure 1 is a perspective view of the

<4 bracelet of my invention shown embodied in

a wrist-watch bracelet.

Figures 2 and 8 are. cross-sectional views
of the bracelet strap taken on the lines 2—2

~and 3—3, respectively, of Figure 1.

©  TFigure 4 is a horizontal sectional view
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showing the means of releasably securing the '

strap and watch. v

Figure 5 is a fragmentary view of the inner
side of the watch and strap, part of the latter
being broken away to show the spring con-
trolled releasable securing means.

Figure 6 is a fragmentary horizontal sec-
tional view of another embodiment of my in-
vention showing a means of adjusting the
length of the strap.

Figure 7 is a fragmentary view of the in-
ner side of the embodiment of the invention
shown in Figure 6, part of the strap being
broken away to show the spring controlled
adjusting means. ’

Figure 8 is a vertical sectional view show-
ing the means for holding the watch an
vulcanite in operative relation. -

In the present embodiment. of the inven-
tion as illustrated in detail in the accom-
panying drawings, the bracelet consists of
a comparatively thin strap 1 of precious or
decorative metal which is preferably molded
onto a backing and supporting strap 2-of
vuleanite or other similar non-permeable re-
silient and flexible material, which backing
strap is preferably wider than the metal
strap to shield the edges of the latter. The
longitudinal edges of the metal strip are bev-
eled so as to form a dovetailed joint of the
two straps, although any suitable means or
method of uniting these straps may be em-
ployed. The main point is to provide a
shield or backing for the metal so that the
metal will not touch the skin and so that
an extremely thin metal strap may beused to
take advantage of the reinforcing effect of
the backing strip and so effect a saving in
metal. The extra width of the backing strip
affords ornamental margins for the metal
strap. -Although the metal strap is prefer-
ably flush with these margins to make a neat,
smooth joint, the metal strap may be other-
wise united with said backing piece. The
backing strap is of course resilient and flex-
ible and this makes for ease in fitting and
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removing the bracelet as well as a better con- -

formation to the wrist.

- Near its ends this composite bracelet is

gradually increased in thickness to give-
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strength at the joint where the watch or the
like 1s to be joined to the bracelet and to
improve the appearance of the bracelet.
The watch 8 may be joined to the bracelet
in any suitable manner but I prefer to mold
“or otherwise affix a vulcanite backing 4 on

* the watch with the backing forming margins

around the watch in keeping with the brace-
let arrangement. The back of the watch may

o have openings 5 therein to form a better an-
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o0 ment with said hooked ends.

chorage for the vulcanite. :

The vulcanite watch backing 4 has ears
6 on the corners thereof which ears support
pins 7. These pins are adapted to inter-
lock with the heooked terminals 8 of the
metal strap 1. -These hooked terminals ex-
tend beyond the terminals of the vulcanite
strap 2 and are arranged to permit free pas-
sage of the pins 7 into and out of engage-
Spring urged
catches 9 are disposed adjacent the ends of
the metal strap and are operated by finger
pieces 10 extending out through openings
in the metal strap, said catches serving to re-

95 leasably hold the pins and watch mounting ©
- in place.

39 slidably mounting said endsin a flat sleeve or

ap of the skin, provides an effective pad or shield -

In Figures 6 and 7 a modification of the
bracelet is shown and comprises an adjust-
able coupling of the ends of the bracelet by

housing 11 in which housing are expansion
springs 12 engaging pr o1ect10ns 18 on the said
ends s6 that by DquPO out said ends against

the springs the bracelet will be enlarged and

mey be slipped over the wrist, the springs re-
tmmng the bmceﬂet to nornﬂal size to fit the
wrist. .

While I have found that vulcamte is the
best material because it preventq discoloration

to prevent injury or discomfort such as usual-

¢ 1y occasions Wluh all metal straps, and because
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said material is sufficiently flexible and re-
stlient and can be better united with the metal,
T wish it understood that any other material
which will not ‘discolor the skin and which
will provide an effective reintorcing and back-
ing for the metal strap may be used. The
term vuleanite in the fmpended claims 1s in-
tended to cover all equivalents of vulcanite in
respect to prevention of discoloration and the
provision of a protective and reinforcing
backing for the metal strap.

I claim:

1. A bracelet comprlslng a metal strap and
a vulcanite strap molded onto the inner side
of the metal strap, said straps having their
free ends substantially co-terminous, said vul-
canite strap being of gradually increasing
thickness from a pomt bebween its ends to-
wards each end thereof.

2. A bracelet comprising a metal str ap and
a non-metallic non-per meable strap lining the
inner side of the metal strap, with portlons of
the vulcanite strap overlymg and forming

margins along the edges of the metal strap,
the free ends of said straps being spaced apart
and means on the ends of the metal strap for
securing an object to and between the ends of
said straps.

8. A bracelet comprising a metal strap and
a non- metalhc, non-permeable strap lining
the inner side of the metal strap, the freeends
of the metal strap being bent around the free
ends of the second-named strap.

4. A Dbracelet comprising a relatively thin
metal strap and a vulcanite backing strap of
sufficient thickness to support, present and
maintain the metal strap in a flexible bracelet
form and in which the metal strap is counter-
sunk, said vulcanite strap extending beyond
the longltudmal edges of the metal strap and

forming a means of unltmd the said straps as

well as protectlve margins For the sharp edges
of the metal strap, and means at the free ends
of the metal strap providing for securing an
ob]ect to and between said ends.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand at Oakland, Cahforma this 21st day

of March, 1929.
FRANCIS KENT.
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