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To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs C. S. 

EPHRAIM, a subject of the King of Great 
Britain, residing at Newcastle, in the 
Province of Natal, South Africa, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Fence-Posts; and I do hereby de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention has for its object to pro 

vide an improved metallic fence, post and 
locking plate associated therewith to fasten 
the fence wires in position without the use 
of staples or similar fastening devices. 
Another object is the provision of an im 

proved fence post including a body member 
and head formed integral therewith and 
projecting laterally of one longitudinal edge 
thereof and constituting a reinforcing ele 
ment, and also designed to assist in rigidly 
supporting or anchoring the post in position 
in the ground. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the novel construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts as 
will be hereinafter specifically described, 
claimed and illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawing, in which; 
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of 

the improved fence post, partly broken 
away, 

Fig. 2 represents a fragmentary side ele 
vation of the post, looking toward the side 
opposite that shown in Fig. 1, 

Fig. 3 represents a fragmentary side ele 
vation of the improved fence post, illustrat 
ing the locking plate in elevated position, 

Fig. 4 represents a transverse sectional 
view through the fence post, 

Fig. 5 represents a fragmentary side ele 
vation of a modified type of fence post, the 
locking plate being removed and Fig. 6 
represents a perspective view of the cap 
plate for the fence post removed. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, 
wherein similar reference numerals desig 
nate corresponding parts throughout the 
several views, the numeral 5 indicates the 
body of the post, which is formed at one 
longitudinal edge with a head 6, projecting 
laterally of the opposite sides of the body 5 
and forming a reinforcing element therefor. 
The opposite longitudinal edges of the head 
6 at the lower end of the latter are beveled, 

as indicated at 7, and the body 5 is also 
beveled at 8 to present an edge 9 to facili 
tate insertion of the post in the ground. 
The body 5 is formed with a vertical 

groove 10 communicating with a groove 11 
formed in the head 6 and terminating ad 
jacent the lower end of the body in a stop 
shoulder 12". The body 5 is formed at Spaced points with substantially S-shaped 
slots, 12 of Such width as to receive fence 
Wires. The outer ends, or throats of the 
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slots. 12 are inclined upwardly and out 
Wardly toward the free longitudinal edge 
of the body 5, and the inner terminals 
thereof are enlarged, as indicated at 13. 70 
A locking plate 14 is slidable vertically in 

the grooves 10 and 11, and is securely held 
against displacement by the walls of the 
groove 11 in the head . The locking plate 
14 is formed with a plurality of vertically 
elongated slots 15, which are arranged in 

75 

line with the enlarged inner terminals of 
the slots 12 in the body 5 and are tapered 
or reduced in width from their lower to 
their upper ends. The slots 15 in the lock 
ing plate 14 communicate with the entrance 
slots or throats 16, which extend through 
the Outer edge of the plate 14 and are shaped 
conformably with the portions of the S 
shaped slots 12 in the body 5, over which 
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they are movable, so that when the throats. 
16 of the slots 15 are moved into registra 
tion. With the underlying portions of the 
slots 12 the fence wires may be inserted in 90 
the slots in the locking plate and fence 
post. After the fence wires have been moved 
into the extreme inner terminals of the 
slots 12 and the slots 15, the locking plate 
14 is moved downwardly and the wire is 
held in the enlarged inner terminals 13 of 
the slots 12 and is firmly gripped or wedged 
between the inclined side walls of the 
tapered slots 15. The locking plate is 
locked in adjusted position with relation to 
the post body 5 by a bolt 17 positioned 
through apertures 18 in the locking plate 
and body 5 and secured in position by a nut 
19 threaded thereon. A cap plate 20 hav 
ing a T-shaped recess 21 in one face thereof 
is adapted to be slipped over the upper end 
of the post body 5 and head 6 during driv 
ing of the post, so that the blows delivered 
upon the cap plate by the tool used in setting 
the post will not injure the upper edges of 
the head and body. 
In the modification of the invention illus 
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trated in Fig. 5, the body 5 of the fence 
post is formed with the integral head 6 and 
locking plate-receiving groove 10°. The 
outer terminal of each fence wire-receiv 
ing slot 12 therein is disposed horizontally. 
and extends inwardly and downwardly 
toward the longitudinal axis of the groove 
10, terminating in an enlarged inner termi 
nal 13. 
What I claim is: 
1. A fence post including a body, a head 

formed integral with one longitudinal edge 
thereof, the head and body being substan 
tially T-shaped in cross section, said body 
and head having grooves therein and the 
body having fence wire-receiving slots, and 
a slotted locking plate slidable longitudi nally in the grooves in the body and head 
and held against lateral movement by the 
walls of the grooves in the post. 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for 
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2. A fence post including a body, a head 
formed integral with one longitudinal edge 
thereof, the head and body being substan 
tially T-shaped in cross section, said head 
and body having longitudinal grooves 
therein, and the body having fence wire 
receiving slots, a transversely extending stop 
shoulder at the lower terminal of the 
groove in the body, and a slotted locking 
plate slidable in the grooves in the body 
and head, movable against the shoulder and 
held against lateral displacement by the 
walls of the grooves in the post. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signa 

ture in presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES C. S. EPHRAIM. 

Witnesses: 
- C. K. INGRAM, 
J. SITINJA. 

five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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