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My invention relates to an improved nu-

meral plate for dial telephones.
An object of my invention is to provide a
plate as an attachment applicable to the dial
o system for telephones, the attachment hav-
ing luminous numerals placed thereon and
positioned in registry with the apertures of
the finger wheel and visible therethrough in
the dark or in subdued light.. . ’
10 A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide an annular numeral plate made up of

hingedly connected sections that may be at-

tached to the dial without the removal of any
part thereof. - S T
15 A still further object of my invention is to

provide a numeral plate that will co-act with -

the dial system and may be applied without
mutilating any of the parts of the dial. -

. A still further object of my invention is to

20 provide a plate having luminous numerals
thereon and a transparent covering therefor

" to avoid the finger contact with the luminous

element of the numerals and also to avoid
frictional contact should an instrument be
.98 employed to turn the finger plate should the
. same be inserted through the apertures
thereof. . ' :
A _still further object of my invention is to
provide a fabric cushion element to avoid
20 vibration and also abrasion, by
the present dial is protected.
- A still further object of my invention is to
provide a numeral plate that is inexpensive
to manufacture and simple to apply to the
dial of a telephone and having means to accu-
rately position the same when placed oper-
. atively. , o : S
These and other objects will be hereinafter
more fully explained, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings which form ‘a
_ part of this specification, and in which like
characters will apply to like parts in the
different views. R
Referring to the drawingsi— = -
Fig. 1 is a side view of the base portion of
a dial phone, showing a preferred-form for
the attachment of my numeral plate having
means to prevent rotation thereof and to ten-
sion the same snugly on the former numeral
50 plate.. ; : «
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which means

Fig, 2 is a similar view to Fig. 1 showing
a modified method of attachinﬁ:ée plate.

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the portion of
the phone with parts removed for conven-
ience of illustration. ' -

Fig. 4 is an enlarged plan view of the
numeral plate as it appears when attached to
the present dial system.

Fig. 5 is a plan view showing the numersl
plate in an open position as required for in- €0
serting the same in the present dial system.
-Fig. 6 is a side view showinﬁntgs preferred

locking means applied to the r stop.
"Fig. 7 is a similar view to Fig.-6 but show-

ing a modified method for attaching the plate. 66°
ig. 8 is an enlarged sectional view of the
frictional attaching means for the free ends

- of the plate, the sald view being fragmenta-

rily shown. . S :
Fig. 9 is an enlarged view of the free end 70
of member 1 of the numeral plate.
My invention herein disclosed consists of
a numeral plate comprising two semi-circular
members 1 and 2, the said members being piv-

'otly connected as at 3, and the opposite ends ™

connect when rocked to 2 lapped position be-
ing stopped or detained by a similar inden-
ture 4 and 4’ on each end thereof, the said
indentures coinciding in form to seat snugly .
together. As a means to avoid separation 80.
thereof I have arranged a pair of clip ele-
ments 5 and 5’ that are integral with the semi-
circular member 1 and in close proximity to
the end thereof and opprqeseitely ispe and
adapted to receive the end of member 2 85
slidably engaging therebetween, the. provi-
sion for which is shown by the space A in
Fig. 9. The said -semi-circular members 1
and 2 have numerals running from 1 to 0 -
spaced therearound and being positioned to 90
register with the numerals ed on the
present plate of the dial system by which
means the first said numerals-will be in reg-
istry with their respective apertures in the -
finger wheel B. The said numerals are pro- 9% .
duced by printing the same with radium, -
phosphorus or the like, by which means they
aré visible in the dark, thereby obviating the.
necessity of other lighting means to observe -

_the same while dialing the number required. 100
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As a means to avoid contact with the said
illuminous elements while exercising the
wheel with the fingers, a transparent film-
like structure 6 is placed on the upper face
of each of the said semi-circular members 1
and 2, the said members having a plurality
of clips 7 as means to bind the transparent
structure securely in position as shown in Fig.
4, it being understood that the said trans-
parent structure will rock with their respec-
tive plate members and when closed as shown
in Fig. 4 the adjacent ends will abut on the
same plane as shown at C.

In Figs. 1 and 4 is shown the preferred
method of attaching the numeral plate which
is accomplished by a flange 8 downwardly ex-
tending and adapted to engage snugly with
one side of the finger stop bracket 9 and a
second flange to engage on the other side
thereof, the last said flange having a hook
element 10 downwardly extending therefrom
to engage beneath the bracket, it being under-
stood that the said flange elements are con-
nected to plate member 1, by which means the
numeral plate is firmly attached against rota-

tion and upward movement, and without re-

moval of any part of present dial system.

Inasmuch as the space between the orig-
inal numeral plate and the finger wheel is re-
stricted, it was found necessary to arrange
the flange 8 so that it would freely pass be-
tween the numeral plate and finger wheel
when placing the plate in operative position
which is accomplished by opening the mem-
bers thereof as shown in Fig. 5, and by clos-
ing the ends thereof to engagement as pre-
viously described, the said members will en-
gage on the hub of the dial covering the orig-
inal numeral plate."

To avoid abrasion or vibration that might

occur, 1 have placed on the under side of the

said semi-circular plates a plurality of fabric

disc-like elements 11, by which arrangement

1,828,058

taching means for the members, said flange
and said hook element being spaced apart to
snugly engage with the bracket of a finger
stop substantially as shown. -

2. In improvements in a numeral plate for
a dial telephone, an annular numeral plate
divided diametrically, the two plate portions
pivotally connected at one side, the other
side to lap, the lapped portions having an
indenture corresponding in each to_ friction-
ally engage, a pair of clips on one end to re-

ceive the other end as guide means for the

snug engagement of the indentures, the plate
having numerals printed thereon-with ra-
dium substance as visible means therefor in
the dark. ) v ,
3. In improvement in a numeral plate
for a dial telephone; in combination with the
dial of a telephone, a pair of semi-circular
numeral plates, the said plates being pivot-
ally coninected at one pair of the ends, means
to . frictionally connect the other pair for
snug engagement with the hub of the tele-
phone dial, a flange and  hook member posi-
tioned at right angles to the plane of the face
of one of the members of the plate, the hook
and flange adapted to engage snubly with
the dial finger stop bracket, luminous numer-
als spaced on the corresponding faces of each
of the members of the plate, a transparent
element secured to each of the plate members
and coinciding in form thereto, each of the
plates having clips positioned on the edges
thereof as securing means for, the transpar-
ent elements to their respective plate mem-

bers, a plurality of fabric members applied to
‘the under side of each of the plate members

and secured thereto by adhesive substarce,
all as and for-the purpose specified.
In testimony whereof I aflix my signature.

HETTIE J. SORRELLS.

the fabric elements function as a separating -

means for the said plates from the present
numeral plates now employed in the dial
As a modification for attaching the said

" numeral plate a flange 12 integral with mem- -

ber 1 and downwardly extending as shown in

Fig. 7 is arranged to engage between the fin- -

ger stop bracket and the base of the dial and
secured by replacing the screws D binding
the same securely; and such other modifica-

tions may be employed as lie within the scope -

. of the appended claims..

Having fully described my invention what .

1 claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:— = y :
1. In an improved numeral plate for a dial
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telephone, a numeral plate consisting of two

members pivotly connected at one end, and -

means to connect the other ends securely to-

_gether, a flange and a hook element integral
with one of the members as a stationary at-
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