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(57) Abstract: An image encoding method according to the present invention, which is to be implemented by an image
encoding device, comprises: a feature map generation step of generating, in mutually different resolutions, a first feature
map representative of a feature of a to-be-encoded image that is to be encoded and a second feature map representative of
a feature of the to-be-encoded image; a correlation map generation step of generating a correlation map representative of
a distribution of correlation between the first feature map and the second feature map; a scaling-down function generation
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step of generating, on the basis of the correlation map, a scaling-down function that is a function to be used for a prede-
termined image scaling-down processing in a decoding process; and an encoding step of executing an encoding process
for the scaling-down function, thereby outputting a result of the encoding process.
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