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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. LAVERTY,
a citizen of the United States,and a resident of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented
certain Improvements in Suspenders, of which
the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to prevent the
rapid wearing out of the strips of leather or
fabric whereby the webs of suspenders are
secured to the usual metal rings or loops in-
terposed between the shoulder straps and the
waist-straps; and this objeet I attain in the
manner which I will now proceed to describe,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in whiech— )

Figare 1 is a perspective view of sufficient
of a pair of suspenders to illustrate my inven-
tion, and Fig. 2 an enlarged vertical section.

A A represent part of the shoulder-straps -

of a pair of suspenders; B B, part of the rear
waist-straps, and D the metallic loop connect-
ing them, the upper portion of the loop being
contained within the folded sirip a, of leather
or fabric, secured to the straps ‘A, and the
lower portion of the loop being contained

within a similar folded strip, a, secured to the’

straps B. This is an ordinary means of con-
hecting the straps; but owing to the wear and
strain of the metal loop on the strips & the
latter soon become worn through or torn out,
and the suspenders must be discarded.  In
order to prevent this rapid destruction of the
strips a, I employ a washer, b, of sheet metal
or .other material calculated to resist wear,
this washer being introduced between. the
folded strip « and the loop D, as. shown in
Fig. 2, so as to prevent the contact of said
strip with the loop. The washers are prefer-
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ably made of sheet metal bent into U form,
as shown, so that they can be readily applied
to the loop before fitting the folded strip «
thereto. S

I am aware that strengthening-pieces have
been applied to the outside of the strips a;
but the pieces, when so applied, must be much
larger that the washers b which I employ,
and means for securing the pieces in place must
be employed, whereas the loop itself serves
to retain in their proper position the wash-
ers which I use. Greater freedom of move.
ment of the parts is also permitted, as there is
not the same amount of friction -between the
loop D and washer b as there would be be-
tween the loop and the leather or fabric com-
posing the strip a. : ’

Rings may be employed iustead of the loop
shown, and at the front ends of the suspend:
ers the ring or loop may be secured to the
waist-straps only in the manner shown, the
upper portion of said ring or loop being adapt-

ed to a hook on the buckle of the shoulder- “

strap.

I claim as my invention—

The combination of the ring or loop D and
shoulder or waist straps of a pair of suspend-
ers, with the folded strip @ and the washer b
interposed between said folded ‘strip and the
ring or loop, as set forth, " ,

In testimony whereof Lhavesigned myname
to this specification in the presenceof two sub-

- seribing witnesses.

WM. A. LAVERTY,

" Witnesses: _
HARRY L. ASHENFELTER,
HARRY SMITH,
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