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This invention relates to tables, particularly to 
tables for use on lawns, patios and other places 
where the Surface or floor may not be even and 
Smooth. 
The table of the invention comprises a three 

legged structure that can be readily and quickly 
placed firmly on rough and uneven surfaces, With 
out danger of the table tilting or rocking, as 
four-legged tables tend to do. Mine is a table 
especially, though not exclusively, designed for 
picnic-style dining-a so-called barbecue table. 
At the center of the table top a turn-table por 
tion is provided-commonly referred to as a “lazy 
SuSan'-On which condiments, butter, sugar and 
other items of food are carried, with the effect 
that perSons positioned around the table may, by 
turning the “lazy Susan,’ bring one and another 
of the food items into convenient position. 

In accordance With my objects the invention. 
consists in certain new and useful improvements 
in the construction of Such tables. It is a mat 
ter of engineering knowledge that triangular 
structures and suspensions are of greater sim 
plicity and strength, and, more particularly, my 
invention is found in an improved embodiment 
of such knowledge in a table structure. 
The three legs of the table are articulated to 

a triangular frame that carries the main table 
top, and the legs are adapted to be swung from 
service position into nested position upon the tri 
angular frame, whereby the table may be "col 
lapsed” when not in use, or erected when desired 
for use, after the manner that a conventional 
bridge table is taken down or put up. Addition 
ally, “lazy Susan' portion of the table top is pro 
vided with a three-point or triangular suspen 
sion, which, in combination with said triangu 
lar frame and three-legged construction, pro 
vides a most effective and serviceable structural 
organization. 
The invention will be understood upon refer 

ence to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Fig. 1 is a top-plan view of a table embodying 

the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a view in side elevation of the table 

in erected or service position; 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary view, showing in verti 

cal section and to larger scale the mounting of 
the "lazy Susan,' the plane of section being indi 
cated at III-III in Fig. ; 

Fig. 4 is a top-plan view of the triangular 
frame of the table, the top of the table and the 
“lazy Susan' having been removed, although their 
positions With respect to frame are indicated in 
dotted lines; 

() 

3 5 

4) 

45 

50 

2 
Fig. 5 is a bottom-plan view of the table, show 

ing the legs in folded or collapsed position; and 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary bottom-plan 

view of the frame of the table, showing one leg 
in folded position. 

Referring to the drawings the table comprises 
a flat top 2, formed in this case of a single, circu 
lar piece of plywood, which is secured upon, and 
reinforced by, a triangular frame constructed 
of three side members 3. One angle of the tri 
angular fraine is bisected by a member 4 that 
extends to the opposing side member 3, where it is 
united in a mortise joint 5, while the other two 
angles of the triangle are bisected by members 
6 and that are united to the member 4 at the 
common center 8 of the frame and the table top. 
At the three corners of the triangle the side mem 
bers 3 and the bisecting members 4, 6 and are 
united, and reinforced by gussets 9 that are coun 
tersunk in such members, whereby the lower faces 
of the gussets lie flush with the bottom edges of 
the frame members as will be understood upon 
considering Fig. 2. The table structure is (with 
the exception of certain hinges, knee-braces, 
bearings, Screws and bolts) formed of wood, 
united and Secured in assembly by means of glue, 
bolts and screws. It is to be noted, however, that 
the table may be constructed of metal, or other 
Suitable material. 
The three legs fo of the table are severally 

hinged, as at if, to the three corners of the struc 
tural frame, the hinges being Thinges, With the 
vertical portions of their T-shaped bodies secured 
to the inner faces of the legs 0 and the croSS 
arms of the bodies secured to the under faces 
of the gussets 9. 
A 'lazy Susan' turntable 2 is rotatably mount 

ed in the plane of the table top 2, or in a plane 
immediately above and paralleling the plane of 
the table top. Pegs 3 are provided on the turn 
table to facilitate the manual rotation thereof. 
The table top includes a circular opening 4 
which is covered by the circular body of the turn 
table. A bolt 5 is Secured at the Center of the 
table structure in the bisecting member 4, and 
the top of this bolt is extended upwardly into a 
metal socket 6 provided at the center of the body 
of the turntable. Near the periphery of the turn 
table a three-point Suspension is provided in the 
form of three ball or roller bearing mounted, 
one on each of the bisecting members 4, 6 and 

of the triangular frame of the table Struc 
ture. The tops of these bearings extend upWardly 
through the opening in the table top and bear 

55 against the bottom of the turntable, aS shown in 
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Fig. 3. The turntable is thus firmly supported 
for rotation in service, with a heavy burden of 
foodstuffs carried on its top surface. The turn 
table, manifestly, may be readily lifted free from 
assembly with the table, or reassembled there 
With, as is advantageous when collapsing the table 
for Storage, as will presently appear, or for set 
ting it up for Service. 

Knee-braces 8, each formed of two metal 
Straps articulated at 9 (Fig. 2), are pivoted at 
their upper ends, as at 2: to angle blocks 25 
(Fig. 6) secured severally to the bisecting men 
berS A, 3 and , and at their lower ends, as at 
22, to the bodies of legs . The legs are 
adapted to SWing on their hinges i, each in a 
plane that is normal to the hinge-line, and in 
Such plane (or Substantially so), each knee 
brace 8 is arranged to “open' and “close.' That 
is to say, the knee-braces 8 are arranged to fold 
On their points 9 of articulation from the ex 
tended leg-bracing positions, shown in Fig. 2, to 
the collapsed or foided position indicated in Figs. 
5 and 6. The axes of the pivots 9, 2 and 22 of 
each knee-biace extend normal to the plane and 
the aSSociate leg ( SWings on its hinge i i. 

Referring to Figs. 5 and 6, it will be understood 
that the longitudinal center line b-b of the bi 
Secting member forms a radial line with re 
Spect to the axis of the bolt 5 or which the turn 
table 2 is adapted to rotate. The axis d-a of 
the hinge is inclined or canted to the center line 
b-b, whereby the plane in which the particu 
lar leg Swings on the hinge is iraclied to the Said 
center line of the bisecting member . Thus, 
when the leg is swung into folded position, in 
which it is shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the longi 
tudinal center line c-c of the leg extends non 
radially; that is, it is inclined to the radially ex 
tending center line b-b of the bisecting Inenber 
8. The hinges of all three legs are similarly 
organized. Accordingly, it may be said that the 
three legs () of the table are hinged to the tri 
angular frame severally at points on three radial 
lines (the longitudinal center lines of members 
4, 6 and ) which are angularly equispaced about 
the axis (15) of the turntable, and the lengths of 
such three radial lines froin the axis 5 to the 
corresponding hinges are substantially equal. 
The hinge-line or axis (a-(E) of each leg is 
canted with respect to the correlated radial line 
(b-b). In consequence of this particularly ef 
fective organization, the three legs may be 
swung into non-radial positions at the bottom of 
the table structure, with the free ends of the legs 
nested adjacent to the center of the table top or 
the axis of the "lazy Susan,' as appeal's in Fig. 
5. Thus, when the table is not in service, the 
turntable may be lifted fron assembled position, 
and the legs nested at the bottom of the table 
structure. The folded or collapsed table struc 
ture may be readily handled, to place it in Storage, 
or to bring it forth and set it up for service on a 
lawn, patio, etc. The objects of nay invention are: 
realized in largest meaSure. 
In considering the appended claims, it will be 

understood that various modifications, Oi? 
elaborations, or refinements of the structure 
herein illustrated and described, will incorporate 
he spirit of the invention defined. 
I claim: 
1. A table having a triangular frame, a circu 

lar table top mounted upon and rigidly Secured 
to said frame, three legs hinged to the apexes of 
said triangular frame severally at points on three 
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4. 
radial lines that are angularly equispaced and 
of Substantially equal length with respect to the 
center of the table top, the hingle-line of each 
leg being canted with respect to the radial line 
extending from the center of the table top to 
the point at which such leg is hinged to said 
frame for the Swing of the leg in a plane that is 
Ormal to the table top and that is offset from 

said radial line by an angle that permits the leg 
to be folded into a non-radial position at the bot 
tom of said table top, with the end of such leg 
freely nested with the ends of the other two legs 
adjacent to the Said center of the table top. 
2. A table having a triangular frame, a cir 

cula table top mounted upon and rigidly secured 
to said frame, three legs hinged to the apexes of 
Said triangular frame Severally at points on three 
radial lines that are angularly equispaced and of 
Substantially equal length with respect to the 
Center of the table top, the hinge-line of each 
leg being canted with respect to the radial line 
extending from the center of the table top to the: 
point at which such leg is hinged to said frame. 
for the Swing of the leg in a plane that is normal. 
to the table top and that is offset from Said 
radial line by an angle that permits the leg to 
be folded into a non-radial position at the bot 
tom of said table top, with the end of Such leg. 
freely nested with the ends of the other two legs 
adjacent to the said center of the table top, and 
each leg having an articulated knee-brace ar 
ranged to fold substantially in the plane in which 
the leg swings on its hinge. 

3. A table having a top rigidly mounted upon 
a frame having three side members forming a 
triangle as viewed in plan and three members 
severally bisecting the three angles of the tri 
angle, a leg hinged to each corner of said tri 
angular frame, the hinge-line of each leg being 
canted with respect to a radial line extending 
from the center of the table top to the hinge, 
Whereby the legs may be SWung and nested in 
non-radial positions at the bottom of the table, 
each leg having a medially articulated knee 
brace to secure the leg in erect position, each 
knee-brace being pivoted at one end to, one of 
Said bisecting members of said frame and at Op 
posite end to the leg, and the pivot and articula 
tion axes of each knee-brace extending normal 
to the plane in which the leg SWings on itS hinge. 

4. The structure of claim 3, wherein the bi 
Secting members of said triangular frame pro 
vide bearing supports for a “lazy susan' turn 
table, the said table top being recessed above the 
frame to expose the bearing-supporting portions 
of said bisecting members. 
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