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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a dye-sensitized solar cell module (100) which enables an improved aperture ratio
and exhibits excellent durability. This dye-sensitized solar cell module is formed by connecting a plurality of dye-sensitized solar
cells (50) in electrical series. The dye-sensitized solar cells are provided with: a first electrode (15), which has a transparent substrate

(11) and a transparent conductive film (12) provided on the transparent
trode; an oxide semiconductor layer (13) which is provided on the first

substrate; a second electrode (20), which faces the first elec -
electrode or the second electrode; and an annular sealing sec -

tion (30A) which joins the first electrode and the second electrode. A transparent substrate is formed from the common transparent
substrates of the plurality of dye-sensitized solar cells; the second electrodes in two adjacent dye-sensitized solar cells are estranged
from one another; the sealing section has an annular first sealing section which is provided between the first electrode and the

second electrode; and adjacent first sealing sections are integrated.
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:I Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

: I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

~

: No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
Claim 1, claim 2, claim 5 directly dependent on claim 1 or 2, and claims
6-13 dependent on claim 2 or 5

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The search revealed that the invention of claim 1 is disclosed in
the prior art document: JP 2007-220606 A (Dainippon Printing Co., Ltd.),
30 August 2007 (30.08.2007), paragraphs [0016] to [0022], [0033], fig.
1 to 2 (Family: none), and therefore is not novel and does not make a
contribution over the prior art.

Consequently, there is no same or corresponding special technical
feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, which can
be extracted from all claims 1-13.

Therefore, it is obvious that the inventions of claims 1 - 13 do not
comply with the requirement of unity of invention.

As a result of carefully examining the citation relation among
respective claims and the contents of the inventions set forth in these
claims, the inventions set forth in claims 1-13 are classified into the
following eight groups of inventions which have no special technical
feature that are same or corresponding to one another.

1) claim 1, claim 2, claim 5 directly dependent on claim 1 or 2, and
claims 6-13 dependent on claim 2 or 5

2) claim 3, and claims 4-13 dependent on claim 3

3) claim 6 directly dependent on claim 1, and claims 7-13 dependent
on claim 6

4) claim 7 directly dependent on claim 1, and claims 8-13 dependent
on claim 7

5) claim 9 directly dependent on claim 1, and claim 13 dependent on
claim 9

6) claim 10 directly dependent on claim 1, and claim 13 dependent
on claim 10

7) claim 11 directly dependent on claim 1, and claim 13 dependent
on claim 11

8) claim 12 directly dependent on claim 1, and claim 13 dependent
on claim 12

Meanwhile, the wording “dependent” hereinmeans directlyor indirectly
“dependent”.

Further, since the invention of claim 5 is mere addition of a well
known art onto each of the inventions of claims 1-4, respective cases
in which the invention of claim 5 refers to claims 1-4 respectively are
taken into consideration, and in each case, it is deemed that the invention
of claim 5 can be classified into the group of invention same as that
of the invention of any one of claims 1-4 to which claim 5 refers.
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