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This invention relates to improvements in sani-
tary. tooth brush holders.

The primary object of the invention resides in

a tooth brush holder for attachment to the bath-
rooin ‘wall for supporting one or a plurality of
tooth brushes in a clean and sanitary manner.
- Another object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a tooth brush holder in which the
brush head of individual tooth brushes are en-
closed in transparent hoods to guard against ac-
cidental contact of the brush heads during at-
tachment or removal from the support to avaid
the spread of contagious diseases from the user
of one tooth brush to the user of the other
brushes. -

A further object of the invention is to provide
individual hoods which are suspended in a man-
ner to facilitate the easy insertion of the brush
head thereinto through the open bottoms and
their removal therefrom, and after ‘insertion into
the hoods the brush heads rest upon a ledge
about the open bottom with the handle portions
extending therefrom.

Another feature of the invention is to pro-
vide an- individual brush receiving hood which is
open-at opposite ends for cleaning purposes, the
upper: end being normally closed by a cap which
acts as & medium for supporting the hood in po-
sition upoh a bracket when in use,

A still further object of the invention resides
in- a sanitary tooth brush holder which is sim-
ple of construction, inexpensive of manufacture
and attractive in appearance.

With these and other objects in view, the in-
vention resides in the novel combination and ar-
rangement of the parts, the essential features of
which are hereinafter fully described in the fol-
lowing specification, are particularly pointed out
in the appended claims, and illustrated in the ac-
companying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my sanitary
tooth brush holder designed for supporting three
tooth brushes, one of the holder elements being
shown as swung forward to facilitate the insertion
or removal of a tooth brush,

Figure 2 is a side elevational view.

Tigure 3 is a vertical sectional view on the
line 3—38 of Figure 1.

Figure 4 is a fragmentary top plan view with
parts in section.

Figure 5 is a perspective view of one holder ele-
ment with the parts in separated position.

Figure 6 is a detail perspective view of a modi-~
fied form of cap.

Referring to the drawing by reference charac-

(CL 312—112.5)

ters, the numeral 10 designates an attaching
bracket which includes a flat plate Il having
openings 12’ therem through which screws (3
pass for securing the bracket to a bath room wall
or like supporting structure A. The tooth brush
holder may be constructed for supporting any
particular number of tooth brushes and in Fig-
ure 1 of the drawing, I have illustrated three in-

5

dividual tooth brush holders, but more or less

may be provided if desired. Fixedly secured and
extending forwardly of the plate 1| are spaced flat
hooks 14 from which are suspended the brush
holders shown in their entirety as at 15. In view

10

of the fact that all of the holders 15 are of iden-

tical construction, a description of one will suf-
fice for the other.

Each holder 15 includes a glass tube or body
16 ‘which is substantially of a uniform diameter
throughout its length, the upper end of the glass
body being formed with an external bead {7,
while formed at the lower end of the tube ex-
ternally is an inwardly extending ledge I8 which
provides the lower or bottom end of the tube with
a restricted opening 9.

Fitted to the open top end of the tube 16 and
closing the same, is a closure cap 20 preferably
constructed of metal, while bent downwardly
from the sides and rear of the cap are inwardly
curved flanges 21. The side flanges 2[ are dis-
posed slightly forward of the axial center of the
cap and are yieldable so that the open top of the
tube 16 may be associated with the cap by slid-
ing the bead past the side flanges 21 until the
bead 17 strikes the rear flange 21 which rear
flange acts as a stop. Thus it will be seen that the
cap is associated with the open top of the tube 16
and normally closes the same. The cap 20 is
provided with air openings 22 to facilitate venti-
lation through the length of the tube 16. Bent
from the center of the cap 20 and extending out~
wardly therefrom, is a substantially flat elongated
eye 23 which is engaged by the hook #4 so that
the hood 15 or holder is suspended from the at-
taching bracket.

By reference to Figures 1 and 2 of the draw-
ing, it will be noted that the brush holder 15 may
be swung forwardly and rearwardly but not
laterally by reason of the flat hook and eye connec-
tion between the cap 20 and the attaching bracket
and when swung to this position, the opening {9
in the hottom of the glass tube is exposed to the
view of a person when inserting the brush head
B of a tooth brush C into the tube 16. After the
full insertion of the brush head info the tube, the

handle of the brush may be released, whereupon
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the tube 6 will assume a vertical position as
shown in Figure 3 and the brush will be sup-
ported by reason of the inner bristles of the brush
head resting upon the ledge 8. 'To remove a
tooth brush from the holder, it is only necessary
to grasp the handle of the tooth brush and pull
outwardly thereon. By pivotally suspending the
holders against lateral movement, they are pre-
vented from swinging into contact with each
other, thus rendering the possibility of break-
age.

By reason of the novel construction set forth,
the device may be kept in a clean and sanitary
condition. When it is desired to clean the tube
16, it is only necessary to unhook the cap 20
from the hook 14, and then slide the tube 16 from
engagement with the cap 20. The inside of the
glass tube 16 may be thoroughly cleaned by
passing a cleaning agent therethrough, or the
glass and the metal cap may be thoroughly ster-
ilized when in separated condition as shown in
Figure 5 of the drawing.

By providing an opening in the lower end of the
glass tube 16 and the opening 20 in the cap, the
inside of the tube is ventilated to effect drying out
of the bristles of the brush after use, and while
in position within the holder.

Although I have illustrated the bill of the hook
14 in an open position, it will be understood that
the same may be bent into an eye and the cap 20
permanently fastened to the supporting bracket.

In Figure 6 I have illustrated a slightly modi-
fied form of cap 24 which is substantially iden-
tical to the cap 20 with the exception that a con-
tinuous inwardly curved flange 25 extends en-
tirely around the rear side of the cap and par-
tially around opposite sides thereof, the same
being resilient and serving to receive the bead 17
in substantially the same manner as the flanges
21 shown in the preferred form.

The holder tubes 16 are preferably constructed
of glass for transparent and sanitary reasons, but
they may be made of other materials transparent
or non-transparent and in various colors so as to
distinguish one user’s holder tube from another,

Should any moisture acecumulate upon the in-
ner walls of the tube 16, the same will drain down-
wardly through the opening 19 and there will be
no accumulation upon the ledge 18 as it extends
inwardly and downwardly.

While I have shown and described what I deem
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to be the most practical embodiment of my in-
vention, I wish it to be understood that such
changes as come within the scope of the appended
claims may be resorted to if desired.

Having thus described the invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is:—

1. A sanitary tooth brush holder comprising an
attaching bracket, a c¢ylindrical transparent
member open throughout its length, an external
bead at one end of said member, a cap member
connected to said bracket, and inturned flange
means at the marginal edge of said cap for en-
gagement with said bead for removably connect-~
ing said cap and member together.

2. A sanitary tooth brush holder comprising an
attaching bracket, a tubular glass container open
at opposite ends, an annular bead formed on the
top of said glass container, a flat disk cover,
flanges on the peripheral edge of said cover and
engageable with said bead for laterally sliding
one relative to the other, and means for swing-
ably suspending said cap from said bracket.

3. A sanitary tooth brush holder comprising
in combination, an attaching bracket, a tubular
member normally disposed in a vertical position
and having its opposite ends open, the open-
ing at the lower end being restricted to permit
the forcible insertion of the bristle end of a tooth
brush wholly into said tubular member, a bead
extending exteriorly about said tubular mem-
ber at the top thereof, a cap member connected
to said bracket for suspending the same there-
from, and resilient inturned flanges at the mar-
ginal edge of said cap for engagement with said
bead for removably connecting *said cap and
member together.

- 4. A sanitary tooth brush holder comprising in
combination, an attaching plate, a flat hook ex-
tending outwardly from said plate, a tubular
holder -member normally disposed in a vertical
position and having. its opposite ends open, the
opening at the lower end being restricted to per-
mit the forcible insertion of the bristle end of a
tooth brush to be wholly inserted therein, a cap
member having an upstanding substantially flat
elongated eye engaging said flat hook, and re-
leasable engaging means between the cap and
the top of said holder member for detachably
connecting the same together,

- LAWRENCE FAHN.
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