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This Invention relates in general to a decora-
tive sheet material and more particularly to a
decorative table cover, or the like, and to corre-
lated improvements designed to enhance the
decorative character of the article, i

Heretofore it has been proposed to make simu-
lated la_,ce articles by printing an opaque deposit
upon a sheet of transparent non-flbrous mate-
rial such as Cellophane. The material heretofore
used has heen exclusively transparent and color-

less, as a result of which it was found that the

appearance of the article was dependent upon
the contrast which the printing made with the
surface upon which the printed sheet was posi-

tioned. It is obvious that when such a sheet of

Cellophane, bearing a simulated lace design in
opaque ink thereon, is placed on a table of light
colored wood, the design does not contrast suffi-
ciently with the surface to give a pleasing decora-
tive effect. Moreover, such products as have been
heretofore known have employed inks which are
merely opaque and white, and attempts to use a
multiplicity of superimposed colored inks have so
greatly increased the cost of manufacture of such
articles as to greatly restrict their use. Purther-
more, in the articles heretofore produced the
transparent sheet extended beyond the edge of
the design so that the sheet per se did not have a
well defined edge, the sheet serving merely as a
carrier for the printing and having no decorative
value itself,

It is a general object of the present invention
to provide a decorative sheet material having a
design contrasting with the sheet material to
glve a decorative effect and the sheet contrasting
sharply with any surface upon which it is placed.

It is ‘a2 more specific object of the invention to
provide a decorative table cover which may be
cleaned in a simple and efficlent manner by the
use of a damp cloth. )

It is a further specific object to provide a deco-
rative doily in which the design is securely
anchored against removal by handling or mois-
ture.

It ig a further specific object to provide a deco-
rative table cover exhibiting s multiplicity of
colors forming a design.

Other objects of the invention will in part be
obvious and will in part appear hereinafter.

According to the invention & decorative sheet

material, adapted for use as a table cover, is made

by producing upon a sheet of a colored flexible
material a design comprising an opaque deposit
of an ink, the ink deposit contrasting in color
with the sheet material. Preferably, the design

1s. formed of a waterproof opaque ink, the sheet
material - is mofstureproof, and the marginal
edges of the sheet and of the design are made to
coincide so that the article has a sharply defined
edge. The invention also includes a table cover
comprising a plurality of ‘sheets of flexible col-
ored material united by a suitable transparent
adhesive,

The invention accordingly comprises the article
possessing the features, properties, and the rela-
tlon of elements which wiil be exemplified in the
article hereinafter described, and the scope of
the invention will be indicated in the claims.

For a fuller understanding of the nature and
objects of the invention, reference should be had
to the following detalled description taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing, in
which: . : .

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of one embodiment of
the article of the invention;

Figs. 2 to 4 Inclusive are views in section of as
many embodiments of the article of the inven-
tion; and . .

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the article illus-
trated in Pig. 4. oo

The sheet material used in the article of the in-
vention may comprise any suitable flexible mate-
rial, preferably a non-fibrous sheet material such
as Cellophane, plasticlzed sheets of cellulose de-
rivatives such as cellulose ésters, cellulose ethers,
as well as plasticized sheets of gelatine, casein,
synthetic resins, chlorinated rubber, and the like.

Any suitable opaque ink may be employed in

- making the article of the invention but it is pref-

erable to use a waterproof ink comprising the fol-
lowing ingredienis: (1) a plgment and/or an
opaque dyestuff dispersed in (2) a fluld medium
which comprises & solvent or softening agent for

-the surface of the material and, if desired, (3) a

film-forming substance such as a resin, a cellu-
lose derivative, or a drying oil. For printing
upon non-moistureproof sheet material such as
Cellophane, gelatine and casein, the fluid me-
dium for the ink comprises preferably water or a
polyhydric alcohol, such sheets being moisture-
proofed after printing. For printing upon the
above mentioned sheets when .they have been
moistureproofed before printing, and also for
printing upon cellulose esters, such as cellulose
acetate, which are more or less inherently mois-
ture-resistént, there is preferably employed as the
fluid medium for the ink such organic solvents as
alcohols, ketones and esters. These solvents tend
to soften the surface of such moisture proof ma-
terials and increase the penetration of the ink.
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The film forming ingredient binds the pigment
and increases the adherence and waterproofness
of the ink deposit. o

Referring to Fig. 1, a sheet i of flexible non-
fibrous material, which is colored and preferably
transparent, is printed with an ink adapted to
form an opaque, preferably a colored deposit 2
disposed in predetermined areas forming any
suitable design. In the embodimeunt shown in
Fig. 1 the ink deposit is disposed on the upper
surface or face of the sheet. Preferably the
edges of the sheet are trimmed accurately around
the edges of the design or the marginal areas 3
along the edges of the sheet are covered with an
opague deposit of ink providing the design with
a border and glving the article a sharply defined
edge.

fn Fig. 2 the sheet material { is preferably
printed so that the opaque deposits 2 of ink are

.., applied directly on the upper surface of the sheet,

and thereafter both the printed and the un-
printed surfaces are coated with a layer 4 of a
suitable moistureproofing composition.

In that embodiment which is shown in Fig. 3,
the sheet { of flexible non-fibrous material, which
is both transparent and colored, is printed on
its lower surface with an opaque deposit b of ink
forming a suitable over-all design not neces-
sarily covering this surface completely. The up-
per surface of this sheet is then printed with
opaque deposits 2 of an ink having a color which
contrasts with and is darker than the color of
the sheet material and the color of the back-
ground deposit 5. The deposit § forms a back-
ground or general design against which the de-
posits 2 on the upper surface are thrown into
relief, while the color of the sheet adds further
decorative effect to the article. In this embodi-
ment, however, the base sheet.| need not be
colored, especially if the deposit 5 is colored and
forms a background design which covers the en-
tire lower surface of the sheet. This embodi-
ment of the article lends itself to numerous mod-
ifications, -all within the scope of the invention.
For example, with a given background design the
upper surface design may be changed to give
several different varieties of the article.

The invention also contemplates a table cover
comprising a plurality of superposed flexible
sheets of differently colored materials, the up-
per sheets comprising transparent non-fibrous
material, a design on the upper surface and a
different design on an enclosed surface, said de-
signs comprising opaque deposits of ink, the col-
ors of the inks and of the sheet materials con-
trasting with each other.

In PFigs. 4 and 5, for example, in which the
table cover comprises two sheets laminated to-
gether, the article may comprise two circular
disks 6 and T, the upper of which has a smaller
diameter than the other. The larger disk 6 may
be of any suitable flexible sheet material and
the smaller disk 7 is of a flexible sheet mate-
rial which is transparent and preferably col-
ored. There is disposed between the disks a de-
sign 8 comprising opaque deposits 2 of ink ap-
plied either on the upper face of the lower disk
or on the lower surface of the upper disk. There
is then applied to the upper surface of the smaller
disk and/or of the larger disk another design 9
comprising opaque deposits 2 of a waterproof ink.
It will now be seen that new and novel optical
decorative effects are produced if the lower sheet
6 has a dark color and the uppermost sheet T has
a light color. The lower sheet 6 will form a

background or reflecting surface so that the de-
sign 8 disposed between these sheets will have
a color imparted thereto which is the same as
the color of the uppermost sheet 1. If the de-
sign @ on the upper surface of the sheet 7 com-
prises opaque deposits of a color contrasting with

.the sheet 7, a very attractive decorative multi-

colored design will result. Thus with two sheets
of different colors and an ink of a given color,
there may be produced an article exhibiting three
colors.

It is within the purview of the invention to
have the design which is disposed between the
sheets extend on to those areas of the lower
sheet which are not covered by the upper sheet
1. If the ink used for applying the design 8 on
the sheet 6 has a color confrasting with the
color of the sheets and of the design 9 on the
upper sheet 7, there is produced an article ex-
hibiting a design in four colors. To secure the
preferred decorative effect with a multiplicity of
superimposed sheets, the lower sheet should be
of a darker color than the upper sheet and may
be opaque.

By the present invention there has been pro-
duced a novel decorative sheet material adapted
for use as a cover for tables, as a doily for ta-
bles, dressers, sideboards or shelves and for use
in window decoration. When shaped in the form
of circular doilies, the article is adapted for use

in serving foods and may be placed upon a plate.
The ex-

or saucer, serving tray, or the like.
pression “table cover” as used in the appended
claims is intended to include doilies and cov-
ers for part or all of a table, tray, serving platter
or the like.

Since certain changes may be made in the
above article and different embodiments of the
invention could be made without departing from
the scope thereof, it is intended that all matter
contained in the above description or shown in
the accompanying drawing shall be interpreted as
illustrative and not in a limifing sense.

Having described my invention, what I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. As an article of manufacture, a decorative
doily, comprising a colored flexible sheet mate-
rial bearing a design formed of an opaque de-

posit of an ink contrasting with the sheet ma-

terial, the marginal edges of the sheet being
covered by an element of the design to give the

10

20

30

35

A,

40

sheet sharply defined edges whereby the article

will contrast with a table surface.

2. An an article of manufacture, a decorative
doily, comprising a colored flexible moisture-
proof sheet material bearing a design formed of
an opaque deposit of a waterproof colored ink
contrasting in color with the sheet material, the
marginal edges of the sheet being covered by an
elemeént of the design to give the sheet sharply
defined edges whereby the article will contrast
with a table surface.

3. As an article of manufacture, a decorative
doily, comprising a_colored flexible sheet mate-
rial bearing on its surface a design formed of
an opaque deposit of an ink contrasting in color
with the sheet material and having a moisture-
proof coating applied over said design, the mar-
ginal edges of the sheet being covered by an ele-
ment of the design to give the sheet sharply de-
fined edges whereby the article will contrast with
a table surface.

4, As an article of manufacture, a laminated
decorative doily, comprising a plurality of su-
perposed flexible sheets of differently colored ma-
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terlals, the upper sheets comprising flexible
transparent material, a design on the uppermest
surface and a different design on an enclosed
surface, said designs comprising opaque deposits
of ink, the colors of the inks and of the sheet
materials contrasting with each other, the mar-

ginal edges of the sheet being covered by an ele-*

ment of the design to give the sheet sharply de-
fined edges whereby the article will contrast with

10 a table surface.

5. As an article of manufacture, s laminated

£

‘"ors of the inks. and of the sheet materials con-

3

decorative dolly comprising two adhesively united
discs formed of flexible moistureproof colored

sheet material, the upper disc being transparent

and having a smaller diameter than the lower
disc, a design on the uppermost surface and a
.different design on an enclosed surface, said de-
' slgns comprising opaque deposits of ink, the col-

trasting with each other. ‘
RUTH COOLEY,
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