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This invention is an electric curling and crimp 
ing device designed for crimping and curling 
the hair, and also for crimping and curling such 
household articles as bedspreads an analogous 
coverings, Window curtains, and similar arti 
cles. 
The present invention embodies certain new 

and useful improvements over, the curling and 
crimping device forming the subject matter of 
Patent No. 2,103,676 issued to me under, date of 
December 28, 1937. 
In accordance with the present invention the 

device is equipped with means for holding the 
article being crimped or curled in association 
With the jaws of the device whereby the use of 
the hands for this purpose may be dispensed 
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With, thus materially reducing the possibility of 
accidentally burning the fingers when using the 
device. 

Also, in accordaince. With the present inven 
tion, the device is equipped with means, which 
acts normally to retain the jaWS. of the device. 
in an open position. S. 

The present invention, together with its ob 
jects and advantages, Will be best understood 
from a Study of the following description taken 
in cennection with the accompanying drawing. 
wherein: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the de 
vice in open position and with a portion thereof 
broken away and shown in Section; and also. With 
a clip forming part of the invention shown in 
One position by full lines, and in a second posi 
tion by broken lines. 

Figure 2 is an edge elevational VieW of the de 
vice taken Substantially at right angles to Figure 
1, and 

Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view taken 
through the jaws of the device; and with the de 
vice in closed condition. 

Referring more in detail to the dra Wing it. Will 
be seen that the device embodies a pair of CrOSS . 
shank members 5, 6 that are pivoted together as 
at . 
Each of the Shank members is provided at one 

end thereof with a suitable handle 8 and at a 
relatively opposite end thereof with a longi 
tudinally tapered jaw 9. 
The jaws 9 are hollow and have arranged 

therein electric heating elements in the form of 
resistance Wires embedded in suitable insula 
tion 2 as shown in Figure 1. 
The resistance wires 0 are electrically con 

nected with the Wires 3 of an electric cord; the 
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wires 3 of the cord extending through tile han 
dles 8 and the respective shanks 5 and 6. 

Preferably the jaws 9 are of the cross-section 
alshape suggested in Figure 3 so as to have their 
meeting faces substantially flat as therein shown. 

Also the jaws have on their meeting faces in 
terfitting roughened areas or teeth it, that in 
the present instance are shown to extend Sub 
stantially for the full length of the jaws, and 
serve to effect a positive hold on the article 
clamped therebetWeen. 
A salient feature of the present invention is 

in interposing between the shanks 5 and 6 a. 
resilient element that will act on the Shanks in 
a manner to normally urge.theja WS 9 apart fron. 
one another or to open position. In the present 
instance such resilient element, indicated by the 
reference numeral 5, is in the form of a Coil 
spring, the ends of which are Suitably engaged 
With inwardly directed pins or protuberances. 6 
provided on the shanks 5, 5, adjacent the 
handles, 8. 
Another very salient feature of the present 

invention is in equipping. One of the jaWS 9 with 
an elongated tapered clip that is of the croSS 
sectional shape suggested in Figure 3 to fit con 
formably. against the back side of the aSSociated 
jaw for clamping between said jaw and the clip 

the cloth article, as, for example, a bedspread 
or the like so as to hold Such article in engage 
ment With the device during the Crimping of Such 
article in a manner to relieve the operator of 
making use of the fingers for so maintaining the 
article engaged with the device during Such 
crimping operation. 
The clip 4 is formed integral with a shank 8 

that is pivoted to the device through the medium 
of the aforementioned pivot 7 and is equipped at 
its free end with a knob 9 to be engaged by the 
thumb, or other fingers of the hand, to facilitate 
shifting the member toward and away from 
the associated jaw 9 incidental to clamping the 
cloth between said jaw and the clip and/or the 
removing of such cloth from between said jaw 
and clip. 
For curling the hair the device is used substan 

tially in the same manner as the Well-known 
type of hair-curling tongues are used. Strands 
of hair at the end thereof are clamped between 
the jaw members 9 and the hair is then WOUnd 
around the closed jaw members in an obvious 
manner. Within a comparatively short time the 
device is released and then With Subsequent 
strands of hair the operation is repeated, and by 
continuing Such operation until the curling of all 
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the hair has been completed, a wave is given to 
the hair that will have a reasonable amount of 
permanency. Where a "tapered' wave in the 
hair is desired, the device is held vertically, but 
for a “marcel' wave the device is applied hori 
zontally, and for such a wave, instead of curling 
but several strands of hair at each Operation, 
as many strands of hair as possible are clamped 
between the jaws, and then the device is given 
a half-turn to the right and held in that posi 
tion for a short period of time and then released. 
This operation is continued until all the hair has 
been SO Waved. 
For crimping or ruffling material such as cur 

tain ruffles, bedspreads, the bottoms of dresses, 
etc., the following operation is performed: 
A portion of the material to be crimped or ruf 

fled is first clamped between one of the jaws 9 
and the associated clip fl in an obvious manner. 
An adjacent portion of the material is, by press 
ing on the handles 8 against the action of Spring 
5, clamped between the jaws, the jaWS being 

brought together to securely clamp the material 
therebetween. The clamping of a portion of the 
material between the jaw 9 and aSSociated clip 
T. With the thumb of the operator bearing on the 
knob 9, to maintain the clip T in clamping posi 
tion relative to the said jaw 9, serves to hold the 
material more or less taut While the crimping 
device is given a half-turn to the right and held 
in that position for a short period of time, after 
which the device is released and On a next adja 
cent portion of the article the operation just de 
scribed is repeated. 
These operations are continued until the Crimp 

ing or ruffling of the article, or desired parts 
thereof, has been completed. When completed, 
a well-tapered rufile is presented, the tapered 
ruffle being narrow at the top and Wide at the 
bottom, thus giving a natural appearance to the 
crimped or rufiled portion of the article. In this 
connection it will be understood that but the 
edge portions of bedspreads, curtain trimmings or 
valances are ruffled or crimped for adding to the 
attractive appearance thereof. 
Also by having a portion of such material 

clamped between a jaw 9 and the clip fl during 
the crimping or ruffling operation, it will not be 
required, as with the tool in my above identified 
patent, to make use of one hand of the operator 
for holding the material more or less taut, this 
condition of the material being required in order 
to effect the desired crimping operation to ad 
Vantage. 

It is thought that the manner of using th 
device, together with its many advantages, Will 
be clear without further detailed description 
thereof. 
While I have herein illustrated and described a 
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2,243,685 
preferred embodiment of the invention it is to be 
understood that I claim all such forms of the 
invention to which I am entitled in view of the 
prior art and scope of the appended claims. 
Having thus described the invention what is 

claimed as neW is: 
1. An electric curling and crimping device con 

prising a pair of crossed shank members pivoted 
together, elongated longitudinally tapered jaw 
members on one end of said shanks, said jaws 
being adapted to be heated, said jaws having in 
terfitting roughened areas on their meeting Sur 
faces to effect a positive hold on the articles 
clamped therebetween, and a resilient, normally 
expansible element Secured between said Crossed 
shank members at the end thereof remote from 
said jaws and serving to cause said shank men 
bers to swing relative to one another for urging 
the jaw members apart. 

2. A curling and crimping device comprising a 
pair of crossed shank members, elongated jaw 
members connected with one end of the Shank 
members, handles on the other ends of the shank 
members, the rear edge part of one jaw member 
being rounded, a third shank member paralleling 
the shank member of the last-mentioned jaw 
member, a pivot passing through intermediate 
portions of the three shank members for piv 
otally connecting them together, an elongated 
member connected to one end of the third shank 
member and of arcuate shape in Cross Section 
to engage the rounded part of said jaw member, 
the third shank member terminating in Spaced 
relation to the handle of the last-mentitioned jaW 
member and having a handle on its rear end and 
adapted to be engaged by the finger of one hand 
of a user gripping the first-mentioned handles. 

3. A curling and crimping device comprising 
a pair of crossed shank members, elongated jaw 
members connected with one end of the Shank 
members, handles on the other ends of the shank 
members, the rear edge part of one jaw member 
being rounded, a third shank member paralleling 
the shank member of the last-mentioned jaw 
member, a pivot passing through intermediate 
portions of the three shank members for piv 
otally connecting them together, an elongated 
member connected to one end of the third shank 
member and of arcuate shape in CroSS Section to 
engage the rounded part of said jaw member, 
the third shank member terminating in Spaced 
relation to the handle of the last-mentioned jaW 
member and having a handle on its rear end and 
adapted to be engaged by the finger of one hand 
of a user gripping the first-mentioned handles, 
that part of the arcuate member which engages 
the rear side of the jaW member having its rear 
edge of hook shape in CrOSS Section. 

CORNELIA KARASEWICZ. 


