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To all whom ot may concern:
Be it known that I, Norman HowaRrbp, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Yon- -

kers, in the county of Westchester and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Dulcet Attachments
for Banjos; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had

to the accompanying drawings, and to the -

letters of reference marked thereon, which

-form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in dulcet attachments for ban-
jos, and comprises a simple and efficient de-
vice which may be attached to the bridge
only of the instrument without contact with
the head, whereby the tones of the instru-
ment may be softened, whereas with the de-
vices of this nature heretofore used contact is
made with the vibrating parchment forming
the head, which deadens the tone, as the head
constitutes the sounding-board.

My invention consists, further, in various
details of construction and arrangements of
parts, which will be hereinafter fully described
and then specifically defined in the appended
claims.

I illustrate my invention in the accompa-
nying drawings, which, with the letters of
reference marked thereon, form a part of this
application, and in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a banjo,
showing the application of my invention.
Fig. 2 is a.vertical sectional view through the
head and attachments, parts being shown in
elevation. Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail per-
spective view of the device, and Fig. 4 is a

erspective view showing the attaching means
for holding the dulcet.

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings byletter, A designates the frame
of the head of the banjo, over which is strung
the parchment B, which is held in a taut rela-
tion by means of the rods C, having the tight-
ening-screws D.

B designates the bridge of the instrument,
over which the strings F pass, and G desig-
nates a tailpiece having an angled end slotted
to receive the ends of the strings.

H designates a bracket-arm, which isshown
in section in Fig. 2 of the drawings as being
held to the reinforced frame by means of a
screw Land is apertured toreceive the thread-

ed rod K. Said rod has a shoulder K’ inte-
gral therewith, and one end is bent to form a
hook N. (Shown clearly in Fig. 3 of the
drawings.) Said rod is passed through an
aperture in the end of the tailpiece, which
latter bears against the shoulder K’ and is
afterward passed through the aperture in the
bracket-arm H and helg in an adjusted posi-
tion by means of a screw O, fitted upon the
threaded rod.

Q designates a strip, preferably of wood of
any kind, which has a transverse aperture at
one end to receive the hooked end N of said
rod K in the manner shown clearly in Fig. 3

-of the drawings, and the forward end of the

wooden. strip Q has a lateral projection @,
having a transverse recess Q?, which is inter-
sected by a recess Q°. (Shown clearly in the
perspective view, Fig. 3.) Said transverse
recess Q° is provided for the purpose of re-
ceiving the bridge E, while the space Q¢ is
afforded to allow one of the strings of the
banjo to pass therethrough. '

In applying my device, the tailpiece being

‘adjusted 1n the manner shown, being held

against the shoulder X by the tightening-nut
K?, the strip Q is caught over the hook N and
fulerumed over the failpiece in the manner
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, and
the laterally-projecting portion Q is pushed
down over the bridge in the manner shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 and made to bind against the
bridge without contact with the vibrating
parchment head, thereby softening the tone
of the instrument without deadening the
same, as would be the cass if the end of said
lateral projection came into contact with the
parchment. ’

From the foregoing it will be noted that by

‘the provision of the apparatus shown and de-

scribed a simple and efficient means is afford-

60

65

70

75

8o

85

Q0

95

ed which may be easily and quickly attached

to the instrument to produce the softening of
the tone and at the same time affording an
ornamental attachment.

What I claim is— :

1. In combination with a banjo having a
head and brid%e thereon, a tailpiece to which
the strings of the instrument are held, a
threaded rod engaging said tailpiece, where-
by the latter may be held to the frame of the
head, a tone-softening attachment pivotally
connected to said rod and having ‘a lateral
projection which is slotted and adapted to

frictionally engage said bridge, as set forth. -

2. Incombination with the head of a banjo
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- and frame therefor, a bridge, a bracket-arm |

15
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and frame therefor, a bridge, a bracket-arm
fixed to said frame, a threaded rod passing
through an aperture in said arm, an adjust-
ing-screw upon said rod, a tailpiece connect-
ed to said rod, one end of said rod bent to
form a hook, a tone-softening attachment
having an aperture at one end to receive said
hook, and a lateral projection which is slot-
ted and adapted to frictionally engage said
bridge, as set forth.

3. In combinationwiththe head of abanjo,

fixed to said frame and provided with an ap-
erture, a threaded rod passing through the
aperture of said arm, a tightening-nut upon
said rod adapted to bear against said arm, a

821,494

tailpiece having an aperture to receive said
rod, a shoulder upon said rod and a tighten-
ing-nut adapted to hold the apertured end of
sald tailpiece against said shoulder, and a
tone-softening strip having an aperture to re-
ceive the hooked end of said rod, a lateral

| projection of said strip having intersecting

recesses and adapted to frictionally engage
the bridge of the banjo, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

NORMAN HOWARD.

Witnesses:
Frep R. CasEy,
H. S. TARBELL.
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