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(54) Damping device for hinge assembly

(57) A hinge assembly includes a housing (10), an
arm (12) and at least one spring (14). A damping device
includes a damper (18), a maintaining member (16) and
an adjustment member (20). The damper (18) is installed
to the housing (10) and has a piston rod (76). The main-
taining member (16) is secured in the chamber (36) of
the housing (10) and has a path (72) in which the damper
(18) is located. The adjustment member (20) is movably
connected to the maintaining member (16) and has a
protruded portion (92) located corresponding to the pis-
ton rod (76) of the damper (18). When the adjustment
member (20) is moved to a first position relative to the
maintaining member (16), the protruded portion (92) of
the adjustment member (20) is located toward the piston
rod (76) of the damper (18). When the housing (10) is
closed relative to the arm (12), the damper (18) is pushed
by the arm (12) so that the piston rod (76) contacts the
protruded portion (92) and retracts to perform damping
function. When the adjustment member (20) is moved to
a second position relative to the maintaining member
(16), the protruded portion (92) of the adjustment mem-
ber (20) is moved away from the piston rod (76) of the
damper (18). The piston rod (76) of the damper (18) can-
not contact the protruded portion (92) of the adjustment
member (20) and no damping function is available.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a damping de-
vice, and more particularly, to a damping device for a
hinge assembly.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] WO/2012/024702 A1 discloses a "DAMPING
DEVICE FOR FURNITURE PARTS" and comprises a
damping device used on furniture parts. The damping
device 9 as disclosed in Figs. 4a and 4b of the prior in-
vention comprises a housing 12, a slider 13 and a locking
device 15, wherein the slider 13 has a locking member
19 extending therefrom.
[0003] Fig. 5a shows that there is a space between the
piston 22 and the fluid chamber 21 of the slider 13, so
that when the inclined abutment surface 16 of the slider
is touched, the slider 13 moves relative to the piston 22
so as to have the damping feature.
[0004] Fig. 5c shows that the locking element 15a of
the locking device 15 contacts the locking member 19 of
the slider 13, so that the slider 13 retracts relative to the
piston 22 and is positioned. Therefore, as shown in Fig.
6b, the slider 13 of the damping device 9 does not pro-
trude automatically, so that the arm 7 cannot touch the
slider 13, and no damping function is available.
[0005] However, the damping function is made by forc-
ing the fluid chamber 21 of the slider 13 to move to the
end having the piston 22, and the slider 13 is positioned
by the contact between the locking element 15a of the
locking device 15 and the locking member 19 of the slider
13. The action to force the slider 13 to move is necessary
and which is an extra operation action.
[0006] The present invention intends to provide a
damping device for a hinge assembly and improves the
shortcomings of the conventional damping device.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The present invention relates to a hinge assem-
bly and comprises a housing having a chamber defined
therein, and an arm is pivotably connected to the housing.
A spring is located in the chamber to provide to allow the
pivotal movement between the housing and the arm. A
damping device comprises a maintaining member se-
cured in the chamber of the housing, and the maintaining
member has a path in which a damper is located. The
damper has a piston rod. An adjustment member is mov-
ably connected to the maintaining member and has a
protruded portion which is protruded into the maintaining
member and located corresponding to the piston rod of
the damper.
[0008] When the adjustment member is moved to a
first position relative to the maintaining member, the pro-
truded portion of the adjustment member is located to-

ward the piston rod of the damper. When the housing is
closed relative to the arm, the damper is pushed by the
arm, so that the piston rod of the damper contacts the
protruded portion of the adjustment member and retracts
to perform damping function.
[0009] When the adjustment member is moved to a
second position relative to the maintaining member, the
protruded portion of the adjustment member is moved
away from the piston rod of the damper. When the hous-
ing is closed relative to the arm, the piston rod of the
damper cannot contact the protruded portion of the ad-
justment member, and no damping function is available.
[0010] Preferably, the adjustment member has a pro-
trusion, the maintaining member has a top portion which
has a first contact portion and a second contact portion
on the periphery thereof. When the adjustment member
is moved to the first position relative to the maintaining
member, the protrusion of the adjustment member con-
tacts the first contact portion of the maintaining member.
When the adjustment member is moved to the second
position relative to the maintaining member, the protru-
sion of the adjustment member contacts the second con-
tact portion of the maintaining member.
[0011] Preferably, the first contact portion of the main-
taining member is a fixed surface, and the second contact
portion of the maintaining member is a resilient latch.
[0012] Preferably, a resilient member is connected be-
tween the maintaining member and the adjustment mem-
ber, and the adjustment member is maintained at the first
position in response to the resilient member.
[0013] Preferably, the maintaining member has a first
hook, the adjustment member has a second hook, and
the resilient member is hooked between the first and sec-
ond hooks.
[0014] Preferably, both of the first and second contact
portions of the maintaining member are two resilient
latches.
[0015] Preferably, the maintaining member has a bot-
tom portion which has a curved lip on the periphery there-
of. The maintaining member has a body connected be-
tween the top portion and the bottom portion. The adjust-
ment member has a top piece, a bottom piece and a side
panel which is connected between the top and bottom
pieces. The top piece of the adjustment member contacts
the top portion of the maintaining member. The bottom
piece of the adjustment member contacts the lip of the
bottom portion of the maintaining member.
[0016] Preferably, the top piece of the adjustment
member has an operation portion.
[0017] Preferably, the top portion of the maintaining
member has a first index and a second index. The top
piece of the adjustment member has a tip. When the ad-
justment member is moved to the first position relative
to the maintaining member, the tip points the first index.
When the adjustment member is moved to the second
position relative to the maintaining member, the tip points
the second index.
[0018] Preferably, the first index is represented by a
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description "ON" marked thereon, and the second index
is represented by a description "OFF" marked thereon.
[0019] Preferably, the path of the maintaining member
has a linear guide section defined in the inside thereof.
The damper has a stop which is located to contact an
end of the guide section.
[0020] Preferably, the chamber of the housing has two
positioning holes, and the maintaining member has two
engaging members on two sides thereof. The two en-
gaging members are engaged with the positioning holes
to secure the maintaining member in the chamber of the
housing.
[0021] Preferably, the chamber of the housing is de-
fined by two side walls, an inner bottom, a front wall and
a rear wall. The front wall is connected to the front end
of the two side walls, the rear wall is connected to the
rear end of the side walls. Each of the side walls of the
housing has a pivotal hole. The two pivotal holes are
located adjacent to the front wall. The arm has two cam
portions and a reception portion which is connected be-
tween the two cam portions. A pivot extends through the
pivotal holes and the reception portion to pivotably con-
nect the arm to the housing.
[0022] Preferably, there are two springs which are tor-
sion springs, and each spring has a first leg, a second
leg and a coil portion connected between the first and
second legs. The housing has two pin holes in the side
walls, and the inner bottom has two lugs. Each lug has
a through hole which is located corresponding to the pin
hole corresponding thereto. The springs are connected
between the side walls of the housing and the lugs. A pin
extends through one of the pin holes, one of the coil por-
tions of the springs and one of the through holes of the
lugs to connect one of the springs to the housing.
[0023] Preferably, the two side walls each have an in-
sertion hole, and the two respective second legs of the
two springs are inserted into the two insertion holes.
[0024] One aspect of the present invention is to provide
a mechanism for the user to easily and conveniently
choose turning on or turning off the damping function of
the damping device for the hinge assembly.
[0025] The present invention will become more obvi-
ous from the following description when taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings which show, for
purposes of illustration only, a preferred embodiment in
accordance with the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0026]

Fig. 1 is an exploded view to show the damping de-
vice and the hinge assembly of the present invention;
Fig. 2 is another exploded view to show the damping
device and the hinge assembly of the present inven-
tion;
Fig. 3 is a partial cross sectional view of the hinge
assembly of the present invention, wherein the

damping device is installed in the hinge assembly;
Fig. 4 is a perspective view to show the adjustment
member and the maintaining member of the present
invention;
Fig. 5 shows that a resilient member is connected to
the maintaining member and the adjustment mem-
ber;
Fig. 6 is the perspective view of the hinge assembly
wherein the adjustment member is moved to the first
position relative to the maintaining member;
Fig. 7 shows that the adjustment member is moved
to the first position relative to the maintaining mem-
ber;
Fig. 8 shows that the adjustment member is moved
to the second position relative to the maintaining
member;
Fig. 9 is the perspective view of the hinge assembly
wherein the adjustment member is moved to the sec-
ond position relative to the maintaining member;
Fig. 10 shows that the corresponding position of the
adjustment member, the damper and the piston rod
when the housing is closed relative to the arm,
wherein the damping function is not available;
Fig. 11 shows that the hinge assembly of the present
invention is installed to the cabinet and the door,
wherein the door is opened and the damping function
is available;
Fig. 12 shows that the door is pivoted an angle during
closing action relative to the cabinet, wherein the
damping function is available;
Fig. 13 shows that the door is completely closed rel-
ative to the cabinet, wherein the damping function is
available;
Fig. 14 shows that the door of the cabinet is opened,
wherein the damping device is restoration and the
damping function is available;
Fig. 15 shows a second embodiment of the main-
taining member wherein the first contact portion con-
tacts the adjustment member at the first position, and
Fig. 16 shows the second embodiment of the main-
taining member wherein the first contact portion con-
tacts the adjustment member at the second position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0027] Referring to Figs. 1 to 3, the hinge assembly of
the present invention comprises a housing 10, an arm
12, at least one spring 14, a maintaining member 16, a
damper 18 and an adjustment member 20.
[0028] The housing 10 comprises two side walls 22,
an inner bottom 24, a front wall 26 and a rear wall 28,
wherein the side walls 22 of the housing 10 have two
pivotal holes 30, and the two pivotal holes 30 are located
adjacent to the front wall 26. The side walls 22 further
have two pin holes 32 and two positioning holes 34. The
inner bottom 24 is connected between the two side walls
22. Preferably, the inner bottom 24 is connected to the
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side walls 22, the front wall 26 and the rear wall 28. The
front wall 26 is connected to the front end of the two side
walls 22, and the rear wall 28 is connected to the rear
end of the side walls 22. The chamber 36 of the housing
10 is defined by the two side walls 22, the inner bottom
24, the front wall 26 and the rear wall 28. The inner bottom
24 has two lugs 38, and each lug 38 has a through hole
40 which is located corresponding to the pin hole 32 cor-
responding thereto.
[0029] The arm 12 is pivotably connected to the hous-
ing 10 and has two cam portions 42 and a reception por-
tion 44 which is connected between the two cam portions
42. A pivot 46 extends through the pivotal holes 30 of the
side walls 22 of the housing 10 and the reception portion
44 of the arm 12 to pivotably connect the arm 12 to the
housing 10. An installation member 48 is connected to
the arm 12 so as to be installed to a piece of furniture
such as a cabinet.
[0030] The at least one spring 14 is located in the
chamber 36 to provide a force to allow the pivotal move-
ment between the housing 10 and the arm 12. In the
embodiment, there are two springs 14 which are torsion
springs. Each spring 14 has a first leg 50a, a second leg
50b and a coil portion 52 connected between the first and
second legs 50a, 50b. Each spring 14 is connected be-
tween the side wall 22 and the lug 38. The housing 10
has two pin holes 32 in the side walls 22. A pin 54 extends
through one of the pin holes 32, one of the coil portions
52 of the springs 14 and one of the through holes 40 of
the lugs 38 to position one of the springs 14 in the cham-
ber 36 of the housing 10. The first and second legs 50a,
50b of the two springs 14 respectively contact the cam
portions 42 of the arm 12 and the side walls 22 of the
housing 10. Preferably, each of the side walls 22 has an
insertion hole 56, and the second legs 50b are inserted
in the insertion holes 56. When the housing 10 is closed
relative to the arm 12, the springs 14 provide a force to
complete the closing action.
[0031] As shown in Figs. 1 and 4, the maintaining mem-
ber 16 is secured in the chamber 36 of the housing 10
and has a top portion 58, a bottom portion 60 and a body
62 connected between the top and bottom portions 58,
60. The top portion 58 of the maintaining member 16 has
a first index 64a and a second index 64b. Preferably, the
first index 64a is represented by a description "ON"
marked thereon, and the second index 64b is represent-
ed by a description "OFF" marked thereon. The rear wall
28 has a first contact portion 66a and a second contact
portion 66b on the periphery thereof. The first contact
portion 66a of the maintaining member 16 is a fixed sur-
face, and the second contact portion 66b of the maintain-
ing member 16 is a resilient latch. The bottom portion 60
of the maintaining member 16 has a curved lip 68 on the
periphery thereof. The maintaining member 16 has two
engaging members 70 on two sides thereof, and the two
engaging members 70 are engaged with the positioning
holes 34 to secure the maintaining member 16 in the
chamber 36 of the housing 10. The body 62 of the main-

taining member 16 has a path 72. Preferably, the path
72 has a linear guide section 74 defined in the inside
thereof. The damper 18 is located in the path 72 and
located corresponding to the arm 12. Preferably, the
damper 18 has a piston rod 76 and a stop 78, wherein
the piston rod 76 contacts the adjustment member 20,
and the stop 78 is located to contact an end of the guide
section 74.
[0032] The adjustment member 20 is movably con-
nected to the maintaining member 16 and comprises a
top piece 80, a bottom piece 82 and a side panel 84
connected between the top and bottom pieces 80, 82.
As shown in Fig. 4, the top piece 80 of the adjustment
member 20 contacts the top portion 58 of the maintaining
member 16, and the bottom piece 82 of the adjustment
member 20 contacts the bottom portion 60 of the main-
taining member 16. Preferably, the bottom piece 82 con-
tacts the curved lip 68 of the bottom portion 60. The top
piece 80 of the adjustment member 20 has a tip 86 on
the front end thereof, and the top piece 80 further has an
operation portion 88 on the top thereof, such as a pair of
bent portions, so that the user can easily shift the adjust-
ment member 20 by the user’s finger(s). As shown in Fig.
5, two bottom pieces 82 are separately arranged on the
adjustment member 20. The side panel 84 has a protru-
sion 90 and a protruded portion 92. The protrusion 90 is
located adjacent to the top piece 80 and located corre-
sponding to the first and second contact portions 66a,
66b of the maintaining member 16. The protruded portion
92 which is protruded into the maintaining member 16
and located corresponding to the piston rod 76 of the
damper 18, as shown in Fig. 6. The tip 86 points the first
index 64a (ON) or the second index 64b (OFF) to indicate
whether or not the protruded portion 92 of the adjustment
member 20 contacts the piston rod 76 of the damper 18
to perform damping function.
[0033] As shown in Figs. 6 and 7, when the adjustment
member 20 is moved to a first position relative to the
maintaining member 16, the protrusion 90 of the adjust-
ment member 20 contacts the first contact portion 66a
of the maintaining member 16, the protruded portion 92
of the adjustment member 20 is located to face to the
piston rod 76 of the damper 18, and the tip 86 points the
first index 64a (ON) on the maintaining member 16. Con-
sequently, when the housing 10 closes relative to the
arm 12, the damper 18 is pushed by the arm 12, so that
the piston rod 76 of the damper 18 contacts the protruded
portion 92 of the adjustment member 20 and retracts to
perform damping function. In one preferable embodi-
ment, as shown in Figs. 5 and 7, a resilient member 94
is connected between the maintaining member 16 and
the adjustment member 20. The maintaining member 16
has a first hook 21 a, the adjustment member 20 has a
second hook 21 b, and the resilient member 94 is hooked
between the first and second hooks 21a, 21b, so that the
adjustment member 20 is maintained at the first position
in response the force of the resilient member 94. As
shown in Fig. 8, when the adjustment member 20 is
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moved to the second position relative to the maintaining
member 16, the protrusion 90 of the adjustment member
20 is moved away from the first contact portion 66a and
contacts the second contact portion 66b, and the adjust-
ment member 20 stretches the resilient member 94.
[0034] Fig. 9 shows that when the adjustment member
20 is moved to a second position relative to the maintain-
ing member 16, the protruded portion 92 of the adjust-
ment member 20 is moved away from the piston rod 76
of the damper 18, and the tip 86 points the second index
64b (OFF) of the maintaining member 16. As shown in
Fig. 10, when the housing 10 is closed relative to the arm
12, although the damper 18 is moved by the arm 12 and
shifts relative to the maintaining member 16, the piston
rod 76 and the damper 18 are integrally moved toward
the adjustment member 20 without any compression be-
tween the piston rod 76 and the damper 18. That is to
say, the piston rod 76 cannot contact the protruded por-
tion 92 of the adjustment member 20, so that no damping
function is available.
[0035] As shown in Fig. 11, the arm 12 is connected
to a cabinet 96 by the installation member 48, and the
housing 10 is connected to a door 98. The user can adjust
the adjustment member 20 to let the protruded portion
92 point the piston rod 76 of the damper 18, so that when
the door 98 is moved to a closed position relative to the
cabinet 96, as shown in Figs. 12 and 13, the arm 12
contacts the damper 18 whose piston rod 76 contacts
the protruded portion 92 of the adjustment member 20.
The piston rod 76 retracts relative to the damper 18 to
have the damping function. Therefore, the door 98 is
slowly and quietly closed relative to the cabinet 96.
[0036] Fig. 14 shows that when the door 98 is opened
relative to the cabinet 96, the arm 12 is moved away from
the damper 18, and the piston rod 76 extends and con-
tacts the protruded portion 92 of the adjustment member
20 to move the damper 18 until the stop 78 of the damper
18 contacts the end of the linear guide section 74 of the
maintaining member 16. At this position, the damper 18
can be pushed to perform damping function relative to
the arm 12.
[0037] The second embodiment is disclosed in Figs.
15 and 16, wherein both of the first and second contact
portions 67a, 67b of the maintaining member 16 are two
resilient latches. When the adjustment member 20 is
moved to the first position relative to the maintaining
member 16, the protrusion 90 of the adjustment member
20 contacts the first contact portion 67a and is positioned.
When the adjustment member 20 is moved to the second
position relative to the maintaining member 16, the pro-
trusion 90 of the adjustment member 20 moves away
from the first contact portion 67a and contacts the second
contact portion 67b and is positioned.
[0038] In view of the foregoing, the user can adjust the
adjustment member 20 to have damping function or not
based on the user’s requirement. That is to say, the
present invention provide a mechanism for the user to
easily and conveniently choose turning on or turning off

the damping function of the damping device for the hinge
assembly.
[0039] While we have shown and described the em-
bodiment in accordance with the present invention, it
should be clear to those skilled in the art that further em-
bodiments may be made without departing from the
scope of the present invention.

Claims

1. A hinge assembly comprising:

a housing (10) having a chamber (36) defined
therein, an arm (12) pivotably connected to the
housing (10), a spring (14) located in the cham-
ber (36) to provide a force to allow the pivotal
movement between the housing (10) and the
arm (12);
a damping device having a maintaining member
(16) secured in the chamber (36) of the housing
(10) and the maintaining member (16) having a
path (72), a damper (18) located in the path (72)
and located corresponding to the arm (12), the
damper (18) having a piston rod (76);
an adjustment member (20) movably connected
to the maintaining member (16) and having a
protruded portion (92) which is protruded into
the maintaining member (16) and located cor-
responding to the piston rod (76) of the damper
(18);
when the adjustment member (20) is moved to
a first position relative to the maintaining mem-
ber (16), the protruded portion (92) of the ad-
justment member (20) is located toward the pis-
ton rod (76) of the damper (18), when the hous-
ing (10) is closed relative to the arm (12), the
damper (18) is pushed by the arm (12), so that
the piston rod (76) of the damper (18) contacts
the protruded portion (92) of the adjustment
member (20) and retracts to perform damping
function, and
when the adjustment member (20) is moved to
a second position relative to the maintaining
member (16), the protruded portion (92) of the
adjustment member (20) is moved away from
the piston rod (76) of the damper (18), when the
housing (10) is closed relative to the arm (12),
the piston rod (76) of the damper (18) cannot
contact the protruded portion (92) of the adjust-
ment member (20), and no damping function is
available.

2. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the adjustment member (20) has a protrusion (90),
the maintaining member (16) has a top portion (58)
which has a first contact portion (66a) and a second
contact portion (66b) on a periphery thereof, when
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the adjustment member (20) is moved to the first
position relative to the maintaining member (16), the
protrusion (90) of the adjustment member (20) con-
tacts the first contact portion (66a) of the maintaining
member (16), when the adjustment member (20) is
moved to the second position relative to the main-
taining member (16), the protrusion (90) of the ad-
justment member (20) contacts the second contact
portion (66b) of the maintaining member (16).

3. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the first contact portion (66a) of the maintaining
member (16) is a fixed surface and the second con-
tact portion (66b) of the maintaining member (16) is
a resilient latch.

4. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 3, further
comprising a resilient member (94) connected be-
tween the maintaining member (16) and the adjust-
ment member (20), the adjustment member (20)
maintained at the first position in response to the
resilient member (94).

5. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 4, wherein
the maintaining member (16) has a first hook (21a),
the adjustment member (20) has a second hook
(21b), and the resilient member (94) is hooked be-
tween the first and second hooks (2 1 a, 21b).

6. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 2, wherein
both of the first and second contact portions (67a,
67b) of the maintaining member (16) are two resilient
latches.

7. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the maintaining member (16) has a bottom portion
(60) which has a curved lip (68) on a periphery there-
of, the maintaining member (16) has a body (62) con-
nected between the top portion (58) and the bottom
portion (60), the adjustment member (20) has a top
piece (80), a bottom piece (82) and a side panel (84)
connected between the top and bottom pieces (80,
82), the top piece (80) of the adjustment member
(20) contacts the top portion (58) of the maintaining
member (16), the bottom piece (82) of the adjust-
ment member (20) contacts the lip (68) of the bottom
portion (60) of the maintaining member (16).

8. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 7, wherein
the top piece (80) of the adjustment member (20)
has an operation portion (88).

9. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 7, wherein
the top portion (58) of the maintaining member (16)
has a first index (64a) and a second index (64b), the
top piece (80) of the adjustment member (20) has a
tip (86), when the adjustment member (20) is moved
to the first position relative to the maintaining mem-

ber (16), the tip (86) points the first index (64a), when
the adjustment member (20) is moved to the second
position relative to the maintaining member (16), the
tip (86) points the second index (64b).

10. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 9, wherein
the first index (64a) is represented by a description
"ON" marked thereon and the second index (64b) is
represented by a description "OFF" marked thereon.

11. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the path (72) of the maintaining member (16) has a
linear guide section (74) defined in an inside thereof,
the damper (18) has a stop (78) which is located to
contact an end of the guide section (74).

12. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the chamber (36) of the housing (10) has two posi-
tioning holes (34), the maintaining member (16) has
two engaging members (70) on two sides thereof,
the two engaging members (70) are engaged with
the positioning holes (34) to secure the maintaining
member (16) in the chamber (36) of the housing (10).

13. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the chamber (36) of the housing (10) is defined by
two side walls (22), an inner bottom (24), a front wall
(26) and a rear wall (28), the front wall (26) is con-
nected to a front end of the two side walls (22), the
rear wall (28) is connected to a rear end of the side
walls (22), each of the side walls (22) of the housing
(10) has a pivotal hole (30), the two pivotal holes (30)
are located adjacent to the front wall (26), the arm
(12) has two cam portions (42) and a reception por-
tion (44) which is connected between the two cam
portions (42), a pivot (46) extends through the pivotal
holes (30) and the reception portion (44) to pivotably
connect the arm (12) to the housing (10).

14. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein
there are two springs (14) which are torsion springs
and each spring (14) has a first leg (50a), a second
leg (50b) and a coil portion (52) connected between
the first and second legs (50a, 50b), the housing (10)
has two pin holes (32) in the side walls (22), the inner
bottom (24) has two lugs (38), each lug (38) has a
through hole (40) which is located corresponding to
the pin hole (32) corresponding thereto, the springs
(14) are connected between the side walls (22) of
the housing (10) and the lugs (38), a pin (54) extends
through one of the pin holes (32), one of the coil
portions (52) of the springs (14) and one of the
through holes (40) of the lugs (38) to connect one of
the springs (14) to the housing (10).

15. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 14, wherein
the two side walls (22) each have an insertion hole
(56) and the two respective second legs (50b) of the
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two springs (14) are inserted into the two insertion
holes (56).

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. A hinge assembly comprising:

a housing (10) defined therein comprising an
arm (12) pivotably connected to the housing
(10), a spring (14) providing a force to allow the
pivotal movement between the housing (10) and
the arm (12);
a damping device having a maintaining member
(16) secured in the housing (10) and the main-
taining member (16) having a path (72), a damp-
er (18) located in the path (72) and located cor-
responding to the arm (12), the damper (18) hav-
ing a piston rod (76);
an adjustment member (20) movably connected
to the maintaining member (16) and having a
protruded portion (92),
characterized in that the adjustment member
(20) is protruded into the maintaining member
(16) and located corresponding to the piston rod
(76) of the damper (18);
when the adjustment member (20) is moved to
a first position relative to the maintaining mem-
ber (16), the protruded portion (92) of the ad-
justment member (20) is located toward the pis-
ton rod (76) of the damper (18), when the hous-
ing (10) is closed relative to the arm (12), the
damper (18) is pushed by the arm (12), so that
the piston rod (76) of the damper (18) contacts
the protruded portion (92) of the adjustment
member (20) and retracts to perform damping
function, and
when the adjustment member (20) is moved to
a second position relative to the maintaining
member (16), the protruded portion (92) of the
adjustment member (20) is moved away from
the piston rod (76) of the damper (18), when the
housing (10) is closed relative to the arm (12),
the piston rod (76) of the damper (18) cannot
contact the protruded portion (92) of the adjust-
ment member (20), and no damping function can
be performed.

2. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the adjustment member (20) has a protrusion (90),
the maintaining member (16) has a top portion (58)
which has a first contact portion (66a) and a second
contact portion (66b) on a periphery thereof, when
the adjustment member (20) is moved to the first
position relative to the maintaining member (16), the
protrusion (90) of the adjustment member (20) con-
tacts the first contact portion (66a) of the maintaining

member (16), when the adjustment member (20) is
moved to the second position relative to the main-
taining member (16), the protrusion (90) of the ad-
justment member (20) contacts the second contact
portion (66b) of the maintaining member (16).

3. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the first contact portion (66a) of the maintaining
member (16) is a fixed surface and the second con-
tact portion (66b) of the maintaining member (16) is
a resilient latch.

4. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 3, further
comprising a resilient member (94) connected be-
tween the maintaining member (16) and the adjust-
ment member (20), the adjustment member (20)
maintained at the first position in response to the
resilient member (94).

5. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 4, wherein
the maintaining member (16) has a first hook (21a),
the adjustment member (20) has a second hook
(21b), and the resilient member (94) is hooked be-
tween the first and second hooks (21a, 21b).

6. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 2, wherein
both of the first and second contact portions (67a,
67b) of the maintaining member (16) are two resilient
latches.

7. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the maintaining member (16) has a bottom portion
(60) which has a curved lip (68) on a periphery there-
of, the maintaining member (16) has a body (62) con-
nected between the top portion (58) and the bottom
portion (60), the adjustment member (20) has a top
piece (80), a bottom piece (82) and a side panel (84)
connected between the top and bottom pieces (80,
82), the top piece (80) of the adjustment member
(20) contacts the top portion (58) of the maintaining
member (16), the bottom piece (82) of the adjust-
ment member (20) contacts the lip (68) of the bottom
portion (60) of the maintaining member (16).

8. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 7, wherein
the top piece (80) of the adjustment member (20)
has an operation portion (88).

9. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 7, wherein
the top portion (58) of the maintaining member (16)
has a first index (64a) and a second index (64b), the
top piece (80) of the adjustment member (20) has a
tip (86), when the adjustment member (20) is moved
to the first position relative to the maintaining mem-
ber (16), the tip (86) points the first index (64a), when
the adjustment member (20) is moved to the second
position relative to the maintaining member (16), the
tip (86) points the second index (64b).
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10. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 9, where-
in the first index (64a) is represented by a description
"ON" marked thereon and the second index (64b) is
represented by a description "OFF" marked thereon.

11. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 1, where-
in the path (72) of the maintaining member (16) has
a linear guide section (74) defined in an inside there-
of, the damper (18) has a stop (78) which is located
to contact an end of the guide section (74).

12. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 1, where-
in the housing (10) has two positioning holes (34),
the maintaining member (16) has two engaging
members (70) on two sides thereof, the two engaging
members (70) are engaged with the positioning
holes (34) to secure the maintaining member (16) in
the housing (10).

13. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 1, where-
in the housing (10) is defined by two side walls (22),
an inner bottom (24), a front wall (26) and a rear wall
(28), the front wall (26) is connected to a front end
of the two side walls (22), the rear wall (28) is con-
nected to a rear end of the side walls (22), each of
the side walls (22) of the housing (10) has a pivotal
hole (30), the two pivotal holes (30) are located ad-
jacent to the front wall (26), the arm (12) has two
cam portions (42) and a reception portion (44) which
is connected between the two cam portions (42), a
pivot (46) extends through the pivotal holes (30) and
the reception portion (44) to pivotably connect the
arm (12) to the housing (10).

14. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 1, where-
in there are two springs (14) which are torsion springs
and each spring (14) has a first leg (50a), a second
leg (50b) and a coil portion (52) connected between
the first and second legs (50a, 50b), the housing (10)
has two pin holes (32) in the side walls (22), the inner
bottom (24) has two lugs (38), each lug (38) has a
through hole (40) which is located corresponding to
the pin hole (32) corresponding thereto, the springs
(14) are connected between the side walls (22) of
the housing (10) and the lugs (38), a pin (54) extends
through one of the pin holes (32), one of the coil
portions (52) of the springs (14) and one of the
through holes (40) of the lugs (38) to connect one of
the springs (14) to the housing (10).

15. The hinge assembly as claimed in claim 14,
wherein the two side walls (22) each have an inser-
tion hole (56) and the two respective second legs
(50b) of the two springs (14) are inserted into the two
insertion holes (56).
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