
June 25, 1963 L. MEER 3,095,085 
POCKET CONTAINERS FOR THE SELECTIVE DISPENSING OF TABLETS 

Filed Oct. 5, 1959 3. Sheets-Sheet l 

Na N E 

a r SSSSSSSSSSS 
AS 92% N24. Z% ZazaaaaaaaaZYazY2YaZZYaaZZZZYZYZZYZZYZAZANYSySSSN 

E. 7, s N S 

N 
N sN N seasoames 

EE - S - 427 

ANNSANS ER Et323F 

21 63SG 
- 2ZE. A. E to a 72272 

INVENTOR 
EO MEJER 

sy, %26 
ATTY. 

  



June 25, 1963 L. MEIJER 3,095,085 
POCKET CONTAINERS FOR THE SELECTIVE DISPENSING OF TABLETS 

Filed Oct. 15, 1959 3 Sheets-Sheet 2 

fe 

MS SW 2 N2 
Bzzzzzzzév$2. N P 18O 

64 

//3 

INVENTor 
Leo MEJER 

2élé 
ATTY. 

  

  



June 25, 1963 . MEIJER 3,095,085 
POCKET CONTAINERS FOR THE SELECTIVE DISPENSING OF TABLETS 

Filed Oct. 15, 1959 3 Sheets-Sheet 3 

wawr Cls SNYSSAWSNYSSYaYa Wayawasaas E2 22Ea N 

1Sysarasasay 

2 14 2. 2EE7 3. 
s E. EN2 

eap 2SYaaSaaSN --- 244 3 C-- 2 2 Srsers rely 
222222s 22(3SN 

2. 
as 

Sysyasa Sarates Z 
OTO 

asz 2 
2E 

3.30% 2 
a 

3Sana offizzle, 222222223SN 

INVENTOR. 
Leo MEJER 

24% 
ATTY, 

BY 

  

    

    

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  



United States Patent Office 3,095,085 
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3,695,085 
POCKET CONTANERS FOR THE SELECTIVE 

DSPENSING OF TABLES 
Leo Meijer, 4900 N. Marine Drive, Chicago 40, i. 

Filed Oct. 15, 1959, Ser. No. 846,656 
2 Clains. (C. 206-42) 

The improved pocket container comprising the present 
invention has been designed for use primarily in connec 
tion with the selective dispensing of medical tablets, pills, 
capsules, losenges, and the like having therapeutic value. 
The invention is, however, capable of other uses and con 
tainers constructed in accordance with the principles of 
the present invention may be employed for holding and 
dispensing other small articles such as mints, candy coated 
gum, sweetening aids and a wide variety of other edibles 
of tablet size. Irrespective of the particular use to which 
the present invention may be put, the essential features 
thereof are at all times preserved. 
Modern medicine has made available a large variety 

of health aids, pain relievers, dietary supplements, sleep 
inducing substances, energy producing substances, Weight 
reduction remedies and the like, all of which are available 
in pill or tablet form for administering by mouth. Many 
individuals, particularly those who are occupied and away 
from home during the day, find it necessary, in order to 
satisfy their daily requirements for a variety of these 
medicines and other tablets, to carry with them a wide 
assortment of such tablets, usually in separate containers 
or sometimes in a single container where it is necessary 
for the individual to make the proper selection by the 
size, color or shape characteristics of the tablets. Where 
individual containers are concerned, the pocket or pocket 
book is apt to become overly cluttered whereas when the 
tablets are mixed, proper selection is not always made, 
nor is it possible in the absence of illumination. 
The present invention is designed to overcome the 

above-noted limitation that is attendant upon the Selec 
tion of different tablets from a varied supply thereof car 
ried on the person of the user and, toward this end, it 
contemplates the provision of novel and convenient dis 
pensing container whereby, by a simple "dialing” action, 
and other manipulation of the container, a single tablet of 
the proper selection may be made and the tablet ejected 
from the container to the exclusion of any other tablets 
which may form the contents of the container. 
The provision of a dispensing container of the charac 

ter briefly outlined above being among the principal ob 
jects of the invention, it is a further object to provide such 
a container having associated therewith visual means 
whereby the dialing action is facilitated and also having 
associated therewith illuminating means operable, upon 
energization thereof, to illuminate the dial indicia of the 
container so that proper dialing operations may be effected 
at night or when external illumination is insufficient to 
illuminate the dial. 

Briefly, in carrying out the above-mentioned objects, the 
invention in one form thereof contemplates the provision 
of an outer cylindrical shell within which there is dis 
closed for both sliding and rotational movements relative 
to the shell, a central compartmented or recessed core 
having side pockets which cooperate with the Surrounding 
shell to provide a series of individual bins for the various 
types of tablets, pills or the like. The shell is provided 
with a side opening adjacent one end thereof capable of 
being brought into selective longitudinal register with the 
various compartments or bins provided in the core upon 
relative rotation between the core and shell and capable 
of being brought into actual or operable register With 
the side opening when the core is slid forwardly within 
the shell. Interlocking means are provided on the core 
and shell respectively and this means becomes effective 
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when the core is slid forwardly to lock the core and shell 
against further relative rotational movement so that dur 
ing the dispensing of a tablet, there can be no further ro 
tational movement which might cause misalignment of 
the side opening with the selected bin during discharge of 
the tablet from the container or obstruction to the free 
movement of the tablets through the discharge opening. 
Relative movement between the core and shell is made 
possible by the provision of an end closure which is fixed 
to and moves bodily with the core and which is so 
designed and constructed that, by its rotational manipula 
tion, selective longitudinal register of the discharge open 
ing and bins may be effected and by its axial manipula 
tion the side opening may be covered or uncovered at 
will. The closure member is also constructed so that 
when the discharge opening is thus covered, the adjacent 
rims of the closure member and shell meet in edge-to 
edge relationship thus sealing the container. The closure 
member, in effect, constitutes an extension of the core 
and it is provided with a central socket therein which, 
in one embodiment of the invention, constitutes an auxil 
iary compartment or pocket within which a series of 
special tablets, for example, tablets which are too large 
to be accommodated in the various bins, or tablets which 
have a special significance and require extra precaution 
so that they may not inadvertently be consumed in place 
of other intended tablets, may be disposed. The auxil 
iary compartment may also be employed for the storage 
of a written paper prescription which may be rolled into 
cylindrical form. 

In one of the several modified forms of the invention, 
the auxiliary compartment may be employed for enclos 
ing a small illuminating lamp and a battery for energiza 
tion thereof, novel means being provided whereby the 
lamp will automatically become energized when the core 
is slid forwardly within the shell. Illumination of the 
lamp will send captive light rays through the interior of 
the translucent core extension whereupon the latter will 
become uniformly iridescent thus rendering a series of 
indicia on the extension visible for selective register with 
a pointer on the shell. 

In another modified form of the invention, the recessed 
core, instead of cooperating with the surrounding shell 
to provide the various pill or tablet compartment, is it 
self fully compartmented so that there will be no danger 
of inter-contamination between tablets of differing com 
position in the various compartments. In this form of 
the invention, the tablets are maintained out of physical 
contact with the wall of the shell so that tablets of one 
variety will not leave any deposition of material on the wall 
of the shell or other part of the container assembly which 
might have a chemical reaction with tablets of a different 
composition. In this form of the invention, means are 
further provided whereby each compartment associated 
with the core has an individual discharge opening of a size 
commensurate with the size of tablet contained in Such 
compartment so that there will be no danger of simul 
taneous plural discharge of tablets from any one com 
partment. 

In a further modified form of the invention, individual 
and single discharge of tablets from a common discharge 
opening provided in the shell is assured by the expedient 
of effecting variable control of the size of the discharge 
opening, novel means being provided whereby each dis 
charge opening is capable of partial register with Such 
opening, the degree of register being automatically at 
tained to a degree which is commensurate with the size 
of the tablet undergoing dispensing from its respective 
compartment. 
The provision of a dispensing container possessing sev 

eral or all of the various features of novelty outlined 
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above constitutes a further and important object of the 
invention. The provision of a dispensing container for the selec 
tive dispensing of tablets and the like which is extremely 
compact in its design; one in which the various types of 
tablets can be used as a merchandising package by drug 
gists in place of the usual multiple boxes or bottles; one 
in which the principal components thereof are only four 
in number and which may be manufactured as inexpen 
sive thermoplastic or thermosetting moldable resinous 
parts; one in which such are capable of being easily as 
sembled, thereby further contributing towards economy 
of manufacture; one which is comprised of a minimum 
number of moving parts and which, therefore, is unlikely 
to get out of order; one which is rugged and durable and 
which, therefore, will withstand rough usage; one which 
is comparatively easy to load; one which, when in its closed 
condition, presents a smooth unbroken exterior; one which 
after initial assembly of the constituent parts thereof 
cannot be taken apart so that it is unlikely to become 
inadvertently damaged; one which is attractive in its 
appearance and pleasing in its design; and one which 
otherwise is well adapted to perform the services required 
of it are further desirable features which have been borne 
in mind in the production and development of the pres 
ent invention. 
Numerous other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion, not at this time enumerated, will become more read 
ily apparent as the following description ensues. 

In the accompanying three sheets of drawings forming 
a part of this specification, several illustrative embodi 
ments of the invention have been shown. 

In these drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a dispensing con 

tainer constructed in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an end elevational view of the structure 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view similar to FIG. 1, 
showing the container in its dispensing condition; 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken substantially along the 
line 4-4 of FIG. 1; FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken substantially along 
the line 5-5 of FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 4 showing 
the component parts of the dispensing container in their 
condition of tablet discharge; FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken substantially along 
the line 7-7 of FIG. 6; - FIG. 8 is a sectional view taken substantially along the 
line 8-8 of FIG. 6; - 

FIG. 9 is a sectional 
line 9-9 of FIG. 6; FIG. 10 is a sectional view taken substantially along the 
line 10-10 of FIG. 5; - 

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of the outer shell of the 
container; - FIG. 12 is a perspective view of the container core; 

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the manipulative clo 
sure member; 

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of a closure disk or end 
cap employed in connection with the present invention; 

FIG. 15 is a perspective view of a pivoted lamp holder 
and actuator employed in connection with the present in 
vention; - - FIG. 16 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 5 showing a 
slightly modified form of the invention wherein the illumi 
nating means has been omitted, the closure disk of this 
form of the invention being shown in exploded fashion in 
dotted lines; - FIG. 17 is a sectional view taken substantially along the 
line 17-17 of FIG. 16; FIG. 18 is a fragmentary perspective view similar to 
FIG. 11 showing the outer shell of a modified form of 

view taken substantially along the 
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4. 
dispensing container embodying the principles of the pres 
ent invention; FIG. 19 is a fragmentary perspective view similar to 
FIG. 12 showing the inner core which is associated with 
the shell of FIG. 18; 

FIG. 20 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to FIG. 
16 showing the core and shell assembly of FIGS. 18 and 
19; FIG. 21 is a sectional view taken substantially along 
the line 21-21 of FIG. 20; 

FIG.22 is an exploded perspective view of the core and 
shell associated with a still further modified form of the 
invention; and FIG. 23 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to 
FIGS. 16 and 20 showing the core and shell assembly of 
FIG. 22. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, there has been 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 15, inclusive, an embodiment of 
the invention wherein, as previously mentioned, provision 
is made for illuminating the dial associated with the con 
tainer and by means of which the various kinds of pills 
or tablets stored within the container may be manually 
selected. In FIGS. 16 and 17, there has been illustrated 
another embodiment of the invention wherein this illumi 
nating means is dispensed with and the compartment 
ordinarily employed for receiving the illuminating means 
is used as a storage container. In FIGS. 18 to 20, in 
clusive, a further embodiment of the invention makes pro 
vision for complete isolation of the various tablet-con 
taining compartments from one another so that there will 
be no inter-contamination of tablets of differing chemical 
composition, while at the same time each compartment 
is provided with a discharge opening of a size commensu 
rate with the size of the tablets contained in such com 
partment. In FIGS. 21 and 22, a dispensing container 
having an adjustable discharge opening common to all 
of the tablet-containing compartments has been shown. 

Referring now to FIGS. 1 to 15, inclusive, the dispens 
ing container assembly has been designated in its entirety 
at 10. This container is, in the main, comprised of 
four principal parts and a fifth functional part, all of 
which parts may be formed of molded material such as 
phenolic condensation product either of the thermoplastic 
or thermosetting type. While the invention is particu 
larly applicable to a container made of such moldable 
material it is not necessarily so limited and, if desired, 
it may be made of a metal, as, for example, sheet metal 
which is fashioned by rolling, bending, spot welding and 
the like to produce the desired shape characteristics. The 
four principal parts are an outer container shell 12, 
shown in detail in FIG. 11; a compartmented core or 
inner body 14, shown in detail in FIG. 12; a combined 
(dial and closure member 16, shown in detail in FIG. 13; 
and a closure cap 18 shown in detail in FIG. 14. The 
functional part is in the form of a lever 20, useable in 
connection with the illumination means, and shown in 
detail in FIG. 15. The outer shell 12 represents the body of the container 
and it is in the form of a hollow tubular cylindrical mem 
ber open at both ends. The forward rim of the container 
is formed with an inwardly extending annular flange 22 
presenting a central circular opening 24. The rear rim 
26 of the shell is not flanged. The forward end region 
of the shell is reduced as at 28 and this reduced region 
is formed with a generally rectangular ?tablet-dispensing 
or discharge opening 30. The reduced portion 28 of the 
shell affords a forwardly facing annular shoulder 32. An 
indicia mark 34 which may be in the form of a scribed 
line or an arrow is provided on the outside face of the 
shell in the vicinity of the opening 30, and a second in 
dicia mark 36 is provided on the shoulder 32 in alignment 
with the opening 30. These indicia marks 34 and 36 are 
associated with the dial mechanism and the function 
thereof will be set forth in detail presently. The compartmented body or core 14 is of generally 
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cylindrical design and it is disposed within the shell 12 with 
a fairly snug fit, although it is capable of rotational move 
ment within the shell in either direction throughout a full 
360 extent and it is capable of limited axial slid 
ing movement within the shell. The core 14 is of unitary 
construction, it being made in one piece when molded, 
and for convenience of description, it may be said to be 
divided into three longitudinally aligned sections includ 
ing a rear section 40 fitting frictionally within the shell 12, 
an intermediate section 42 of reduced diameter, and a 
front section 44 or extension of relatively small diameter 
(see FIG. 12). 
The core 14 is compartmented in the sections 40 and 

42, the compartmentation being made in a suitable man 
ner to accommodate tablets having different size and 
shape characteristics. As best seen in FIG. 8, the various 
compartments formed in the core are in the form of elon 
gated troughs or grooves some of which are three-sided 
and others of which are two-sided, but all of which open 
radially outwardly of the core and are adapted to have 
their open sides closed by the telescopic fit of the core 
within the shell 12. While various forms of compart 
mentation are contemplated, it has been found that the 
compartmentation illustrated in FIG. 8 will best serve 
or accommodate a wide variety of tablets such as are 
currently being manufactured by the various leading drug 
manufacturers. Accordingly, describing the compartmen 
tation as it appears in the cross sectional view of FIG. 8, 
a series of partitions 48 extend along the core 14 longi 
tudinally thereof. These partitions dividing the core into 
seven compartments labelled a, b, c, d, e, f,g. The com 
partments a, c, d and g are two-sided compartments, while 
the compartments b, e and f are three-sided compart 
Inents. 
The various compartments a, b, c, d, e, if and g will 

accommodate a wide variety of pills, tablets, lozenges, 
capsules or similar small articles and it should be under 
stood that for convenience of description herein and to 
avoid confusion, the term tablet has been applied to all 
of them both in this specification and in the appended 
claims. 
The compartments a and d are relatively large and may 

be used to contain tablets of the more massive variety, 
particularly spherical, elliptical or cylindrical tablets. 
The compartments b, e and f are designed to contain 
tablets which have flat sides and are either circular or 
rectangular. The compartment c is a small compartment 
and may be employed as a receptacle for extremely small 
tablets such as phenobarbital or saccharine tablets. Var 
ious forms of compartmentation other than that illustrated 
herein are contemplated within the scope of the present 
invention, and the assortment of tablets to be purveyed 
by any given drug manufacturer or seller will dictate the 
character of the various compartments. 
The compartments a, b, c, d, e,f, and g terminate near 

the extreme rear end of the core 14 so that each com 
partment is provided with a rear end wall 50, the various 
rear end walls, in combination, constituting in effect a 
disk-like end closure for the outer shell 12 capable of 
limited telescopic sliding movement within the shell bodily 
with the core 14 for purposes that will be made cl presently. 
The various compartments a, b, c, d, e, if and g span 

substantially the entire longitudinal extent of the sections 
40 and 42 and terminate short of the section 44, thus 
providing a front wall 52 for each compartment, the 
various front walls likewise constituting in effect a gen 
erally circular disk. A series of semi-circular notches 
54 one of which is in register with each compartment 
are formed in the disk. These notches serve a locking 
function which will be described in detail subsequently. 
The reduced section 42 of the core 14 exists by virtue 

of a series of cut-away or relieved area 56 provided in 
the front regions of the various partitions or walls 48. 
These relief areas 56 afford a series of forwardly facing 
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6 
shoulders 58, one on each partition, and the various 
shoulders 58 are designed for engagement with a rear 
wardly facing internal shoulder 60 formed on the shell 
in the forward regions thereof at the juncture between 
the shell proper and its forwardly extending reduced 
portion 28. 
The member 16 is in the form of a slidable and ro 

tatable closure member of double wall construction and 
it includes an outer cylindrical wall 62 and inner reen 
trant wall 64 and a connecting front wall 66 (see FIGS. 
4 and 6). The inner reentrant cylindrical wall 64 is 
adapted to be cemented as at 68 or otherwise permanently 
affixed to the front section or extension 44 of the core 
14 so that the closure member 6 moves bodily as a unit 
with the core. The member 6 is formed of transparent, 
translucent or other light-conducting material for a pur 
pose that will be made clear presently. The core and 
attached closure member are movable from a retracted 
position wherein the disk-like end wall structure 50 is 
flush with the rim 26 of the shell 12 and wherein the rim 
70 of the outer cylindrical wall 62 of the closure member 
16 abuts against the forwardly facing shoulder 32 with 
the rear regions of the wall 62 telescopically fitting over 
the extension 28 of the shell and effectively closing the 
discharge or dispensing opening 30 as shown in FIG. 4, 
and an advanced position wherein the various shoulders 
58 on the partition walls 48 engage the rearwardly facing 
internal shoulder 60 and the opening 30 is uncovered 
by the wall 62 as shown in FIG. 6. In this latter condi 
tion of the parts, the core body is slid forwardly to such 
an extent that the section 42 thereof registers radially with 
the opening 30 and any given compartment a, b, c, d, e, if 
or g which may be in register with the opening will pre 
sent to the opening the foremost tablet in the compart 
ment for discharge through the opening 30 when the con 
tainer as a whole is properly tilted or inverted for fall by 
gravity of the tablet through the opening into the hand 
of the user. 

According to the present invention, novel means are 
provided for effectively locking the core 14 and shell 12 
against relative rotation when the core and closure mem 
ber are in their advanced position described above. Ac 
cordingly, the wall of the extension 28 of the shell 12 is 
formed with a small radially inwardly extending locking 
lug 74 immediately behind the inturned flange 22 (see 
FIG. 9). This locking lug is designed for selective regis 
ter with and reception in the various notches 54 so that 
when the core and closure member are in their extended 

In 
the retracted position, or in any intermediate position 
of the core and closure member, the lug 74 will be out 
of register with the various notches 54 so that such rela 
tive rotation may be effected for tablet selection purposes. 
The closure cap 18 is in the form of a circular disk 

like body (FIG. 14) having a central closure plug 80 
formed thereon and adapted to fit into the bore provided 
by the inner reentrant wall 64 of the closure member 16. 
The arrangement of parts thus far described is common 

to both forms of the invention, i.e., the form shown in 
FIGS. 1 to 15, inclusive, and the form shown in FIGS. 
16 and 17. In the form of the invention just described, 
the cylindrical wall 64 affords a compartment 82 for 
a battery and bulb assembly, as will be described pres 
ently, while in the form of the invention shown in FIGS. 
16 and 17, it forms a storage comparement, as will also 
be described presently. 
As best seen in FIGS. 3 and 11, the outer wall 62 of 

the closure member 6 may have a series of scribe marks 
or indicia 84 arranged in circumferential fashion there 
around, and having associated therewith various legend 
ing 86 corresponding to the character of tablets con 
tained in the various compartments a, b, c, d, e,f, and g. 
Each indicia 84 is in longitudinal register with one of the 
compartments. The indicia 84 are designed for selective 
register with the arrow 34 to assist in visual dialing opera 
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tions when there is sufficient light that the arrow and 
indicia may be viewed. The indicia mark 36 is provided 
for use when internal illumination of the dialing system 
is employed. 
The illumination system is best illustrated in FIGS. 4, 

5 and 6. This system involves in its general organization 
a lamp 90 and a battery 92 of the 1% volt penlight 
variety, the lamp and the battery being disposed within 
the cylindrical compartment 82 in axial alignment. An 
involute helical spring 9 maintains the lamp 90 and 
battery physically separated from each other and it also 
serves to electrically connect the outside terminal of the 
lamp to the positive shell of the battery. When the lamp 
is forced rearwardly so that the center terminal makes 
contact with the center negative terminal of the battery 
92, a circuit is completed through the lamp filament in 
the conventional manner of operation of certain penlight 
constructions. The lamp 90 has a glass press affording a lens tip 96 
of generally conical design. This tip extends through an 
opening 100 of the previously mentioned pivoted lever 
and holder 20 (see also FIG. 15) and the lens portion 
of the tip 96 may be coated with aluminum paint or other 
reflecting substance to reflect the filament light back into 
the glass press. 
The lever 20 is of angular design and it is formed with 

a laterally turned lever arm 02 and a pair of fulcrum 
hinge pins or trunnions 104 (see also FIG. 5) adapted 
to be received in sockets 106 which are formed in the 
side edges of a slot 108 formed longitudinally in the 
reentrant inner cylindrical wall of the closure member 
i6. Normally, the spring 91, acting through the lamp 
90, maintains the lever in the inclined position in which 
it is shown in FIG. 4. However, when the closure mem 
ber is slid to its open or advanced position as shown in 
FIG. 4, the inturned flange 22 at the forward open end 
of the shell 12 will slide over the lever arm, thus swing 
ing the lever 20 in a counterclockwise direction as viewed 
in FIG.4 and forcing the lamp and battery into physical 
and electrical contact to complete the electrical circuit 
through the lamp filament. 

It is to be noted that the filament of the lamp 90 is 
in lateral or radial register with the edge of the hole or 
opening i00 provided in the lever arm 101 so that light 
issuing from the filament will enter the translucent mate 
rial of the lever and flow through the trunnion pins 104 
and thus into the material of the closure member so as 
to permeate the entire translucent or other light conduct 
ing member and cause the same to glow and become 
luminous. The various indicia 84 will thus become vis 
ible, as will the legending 86. A small amount of light 
will issue from the forward edge of the outer wall cylin 
drical wall 62 of the closure member and form an annu 
lar ring of light which will strike the shoulder 32 and 
illuminate the indicia 36 (FIG. 11). Upon restoration 
of the closure member 16 to its retracted or closed posi 
tion over the discharge opening 30, the flange 22 will 
move away from the lever arm 102 and the spring 101 
will restore the lamp and battery to their electrically iso 
lated positions and cause the lamp to become deenergized. 
The form of the invention shown in FIGS. 16 and 17 

is similar to the form described in connection with FIGS. 
1 to 15, inclusive, and to avoid needless repetition of 
description, similar reference characters but of a higher 
order have been employed in connection with these latter 
views to designate similar or corresponding parts. In 
this latter form of the invention, the battery lamp 90, 
battery.92, spring 91 and lever 20 have been omitted, as 
has the slot 108 for the lever hinge pins or trunnions 104. 
The compartment 182 within the inner reentrant wall 
164 of the closure member 116 is thus available for stor 
age purposes. Among the articles which may be stored 
within the compartment 182 are special tablets for which 
precautions against too frequent use must be taken so 
that they are unlikely to be confused with any of the 
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8 
tablets in the other compartments a, b, c, d, e, f. and g. 
The compartment 182 also affords a convenient space 
for the storage of a written paper prescription such as 
has been shown at P in FIGS. 16 and 17 and which may 
be rolled in the manner of a scroll and inserted in the 
compartment, after which the end cap 18 may be applied 
to the open end of the compartment. 
The form of the invention shown in FIGS. 18 to 21, in 

clusive, also is similar to the previously described forms 
so that the application of corresponding reference nu 
merals of a still higher order will suffice to eliminate 
such needless description. In this latter form of the 
invention, several advantageous features, not illustrated 
in the previously described forms, have been incorporated 
in the tablet dispensing container. Complete compart 
ment isolation, a more adequate system of indicia for 
tablet identifying purposes, and the provision of individual 
discharge openings for tablets having different chemical 
content are among these advantageous features. 

In FIG. 18, the shell 212 retains the outside shoulder 
232 for seating of the rim 270 of the closure member 216 
(FIG. 20), but the inner rearwardly facing shoulder 60 
associated with the shell 12 has been omitted, as have 
also the various shoulders 58 associated with the com 
partmented core 14 (FIG. 19). The shell 212 is pro 
vided with a narrow elongated longitudinally extending 
transparent window portion 213 which constitutes a view 
ing opening for selected portions of the core and the tablet 
contents thereof, as will be made clear presently. 
The core 214 which, as previously stated, is devoid of 

shoulders 58, has fixedly received thereover a sleeve or 
cylinder 215 which may be formed of a suitable plastic 
material and which preferably, but not necessarily, is 
transparent and which may be secured in position over 
the core by a suitable adhesive or by heat sealing. The 
cylindrical sleeve 215 serves to completely close the out 
wardly facing open sides of the various compartments 
a, b, c, d, e,f, and g so that the tablets contained in these 
compartments are effectively isolated from one another 
and also to isolate the compartments from the shell wall 
so that there can be no deposition of tablet-derived 
powder particles on the inner wall of the shell which 
would cause inter-contamination of tablets during rela 
tive rotation between the core and shell. 

Each compartment is provided with its own individual 
discharge opening, the various discharge openings being 
in the form of a series of holes 217 which are formed in 
the sleeve 215 in register with the forward region of the 
various compartments respectively. The holes 217 are 
designed for selective register with the common discharge 

: opening 230 of the shell 212 as the various compart 
ments are selectively brought into longitudinal register 
with the common discharge opening. It is contemplated 
that the size and cross sectional shape of the various 
holes 217 will conform to the size and shape of the 
tablets undergoing dispensing so as to avoid plural dis 
charge of tablets from the container. All of the holes 217 
are, however, of less overall size than the size of the com 
mon discharge opening 230 so that there will be no 
particle deposition by the tablets on the rim of the open 
ing 230 as the various tablets finally issue from the con 
tainer assembly. 

In the form of the invention shown in FIGS. 18 to 20, 
inclusive, presently undergoing description, the viewing 
window 213 is in longitudinal alignment with the com 
mon discharge opening 20 and due to the transparency 
of the sleeve 215 and window 213, the tablets in any se 
lected compartment from which a tablet is being dis 
charged are visible. If desired, each portion of the 
sleeve 215 which is in radial alignment with a given com 
partment may bear labeling indicia such as has been in 
dicated at 219 to identify the contents of the compart 
ment. In such an instance, it is not essential that the 
sleeve 215 be transparent. 
A further modified form of the invention has been 
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shown in FIGS. 22 and 23. Again, the application of ref 
erence numerals of a still higher order to the correspond 
ing parts, as compared to the structure of FIGS. 1 to 14, 
inclusive, will eliminate needless repetition of description. 
The avoidance of plural tablet discharge from the con 
tainer assembly is attained in this instance by selectively 
varying the position of the core 314 relative to the shell 
32 which surrounds it. In this form of the invention, 
the outer shell 312 remains unchanged from the shell 212. 
The core 314 also remains substantially the same as the 
core 2 with the exceptions that the thickness of the front 
Wall 352 for the various compartments a, b, c, d, e and 
f has been increased to such an extent that the notches 
354 may be cut to different longitudinal depths without 
passing completely through the wall 352, and that the 
openings 317 are of equal size, this size being no less than 
the size of the largest tablet which it is contemplated shall 
be dispensed. The longitudinal extent of each notch con 
trols the extent to which the core 314 may be slid for 
wardly in the shell 32 and the notches are so formed 
that for a compartment such as the compartment c, for 
example (FIG. 8), which is of small size and is intended 
to accommodate tablets of small size, a notch of shallow 
longitudinal depth will present a forwardly facing surface 
which will engage the internal lug 374 while the core is 
only partially extended toward its fully advanced position. 
Thus, the position of the front wall 352 will bear a rela 
tion to the common discharge opening 339 wherein the 
opening is only in partial register with the compartment 
c, the extent of such register being commensurate with 
the width or diameter of the tablets in the compartment. 
In this manner, the depth of each notch in a longitudinal 
direction will be made commensurate with the width or 
diameter of the tablets in the compartment associated 
with such notch. Additionally, the extent to which the 
rear rim 370 of the closure member 316 uncovers the 
common discharge opening 330 will vary in direct pro 
portion to the longitudinal depth of the various notches 
354. 
From the above description, it is thought that the nature, 

construction, use and many advantages of the herein illus 
trated pocket dispensing container will be apparent. The 
invention is not to be limited to the exact arrangement 
of parts shown in the accompanying drawings or described 
in this specification since many changes in the details of 
construction may be resorted to without departing from 
the spirit of the invention. Only insofar as the invention 
has particularly been pointed out in the appended claims 
is the same to be limited. 

Having thus described the invention what I claim as 
new and desire to secure by Letters Patentis: 

1. In a container for the selective dispensing of medical 
tablets and similar small articles, an elongated outer cylin 
drical shell having its forward end open, a generally cylin 
drical compartmented core mounted for rotation and 
limited sliding movement within said shell and defining a 
series of elongated, longitudinally extending, circumfer 
entially spaced compartments, each adapted to contain a 
plurality of tablets, there being a discharge opening in the 
wall of said shell adjacent the forward end of the latter 
and designed for selective register with the said compart 
ments upon relative rotation between the shell and core, 
a generally cylindrical closure member for said common 
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discharge opening having an outer cylindrical wall tele 
scopically and slidably received over the open end of the 
shell, means constraining said closure member and core 
to move bodily as a unit between a rear retracted posi 
tion wherein the cylindrical wall of the closure member 
at least partially covers said common discharge opening 
and a series of forward advanced positions wherein such 
Wall at least partially uncovers said latter opening, said 
core being formed with a series of circumferentially 
Spaced, longitudinally extending elongated recesses there 
in, each recess providing a forwardly facing shoulder at . 
the rear end thereof, and an inwardly extending locking 
lug carried by said shell and designed for selective lock 
ing register with said recesses when said core and closure 
member are moved toward their forward advanced posi 
tions, each forwardly facing shoulder being engageable 
with said locking lug when its respective recess is in regis 
ter with the lug to imit the extent of forward movement 
of the core and closure member relative to the shell to 
limit, in turn, the extent to which the common discharge 
opening is uncovered by said wall of the closure member. 

2. In a container for the selective dispensing of medical 
tablets and similar small articles, an elongated outer cylin 
drical shell having its forward end open, a generally cylin 
drical compartmented core mounted for rotation and 
limited sliding movement within said shell and, in com 
bination with the inner surface of the shell, defining a 
series of elongated, longitudinally extending, circumfer 
entially spaced compartments having open outer sides, 
each compartment being adapted to contain a plurality of 
tablets, there being a discharge opening in the wall of said 
she adjacent the forward end of the latter and designed 
for selective and at least partial register with said com 
partment upon relative rotation between the shell and 
core, a generally cylindrical closure member for said com 
mon discharge opening having an outer cylindrical wall 
telescopically and slidably received over the open end 
of the shell, means constraining said closure member and 
core to move bodily as a unit between a rear retracted 
position wherein the cylindrical wall of the closure mem 
ber covers said common discharge opening and a series 
of forward advanced positions wherein such wall at least 
partially uncovers said latter opening, said core being 
formed with a series of circumferentially spaced, longi 
tudinally extending elongated recesses therein of different 
longitudinal extent, each recess providing a forwardly 
facing shoulder at the rear end thereof, and an inwardly 
extending locking lug carried by said sheil and designed 
for selective locking register with said recesses when the 
core and closure member are moved to their advanced 
positions, each forwardly facing shoulder being engage 
able with said locking lug when its respective recess is in 
register with the lug to limit the extent of forward move 
ment of the core and closure member relative to the shell 
to, in turn, limit the extent of register of the compartments 
with said discharge opening. 
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