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This invention relates to improvements in jewelry
construction.

The particular embodiment of the present invention,
which is illustrated in the drawings, and which will be
described hereinafter in greater detail, comprises generally
a plurality of connected elements, each of which includes
a stem having a bent intermediate portion, a loop on one
end, and an enlargement adjacent to the other end, the
stem being adapted to extend through the loop of an adja-
cent element and retained in the latter by the enlargement.

Heretofore, as is well known to those versed in the
jewelry art, articles of jewelry such as brooches, pendants,
and the like, were commonly manufactured by casting or
otherwise forming a body member or mount of a desired
shape, and subsequently securing stones, beads and other
decorative matter to the body member. . This required
expenditure for molds, often very delicate and fragile, and
also required considerable hand labor both in the body
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member forming procedure and in the tedious setting of -

decorative articles.

Accordingly, it is one object of the present invention to
provide a novel jewelry construction which overcomes the
above-mentioned disadvantages of the prior art, and elimi-
nates the need for casting or otherwise forming body
members for articles of jewelry, as well as the laborious
procedure of setting stones and the like in the body
member.

The art of linking beads by interlinking the looped ends
of wires on which each bead is mounted is well known but
linking produces a chain and thus kinking is facilitated
frequently resulting in opening of the loops and separa-
tion of the links. This is caused by lack of means for
limiting the relative rotation of the interlinked loops about
a single axis.

Hence it is a further object of the invention to prov1de
a method and means to so link the parts that their relative
rotation is confined in substantially a single plane, each
loop being linked about a pin. This structure and methed
facilitates the making of a mesh which cannot kink but
which will retain the surface contour imparted to the
jewelry item in assembling, thus making it possible to pro-
duce limitless designs in three dimensions.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a unique jewelry construction which enables a great many
different articles of jewelry to be quickly and easily as-
sembled from stock parts, which permits a manufacturing
jeweler to produce a highly increased variety of articles
with a minimum of investment. Further, articles of
jewelry constructed in accordance with the present inven-
tion may be changed, modified, or custom-designed to
snit the individual purchaser’s taste by persons of only
ordinary skill, without special equipment, employing only
common hand tools. '

1t is a further object of the present invention to provide

a jewelry construction having the advantageous character-ﬂ

istics mentioned in the preceding paragraph which is
simple in construction and durable in use, highly attractive
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in appearance, and which can be manufactured and sold -
at a reasonable cost. .

Other objects of the present invention will become ap-
parent upon reading the following specification and refer-
ring to the accompanying drawings, which form a material
part of this disclosure. .

The invention accordingly consists in the features of
construction, combinations of elements, and arrangements:-
of parts, which will be exemplified in the construction
hereinafter described, and of which the scope will be indi-
cated by the appended claims.

In the drawings:

. Fig. 1 is a plan view showing an element of the present
invention in an early stage of manufacture, and illustrating -
alater stage in dot-and-dash outline.

Fig. 2 is a plan view showing a slightly modified ele-
ment constructed in accordance with the present invention,
also at an early stage in manufacture, and illustrating a
later stage in dot-and-dash ouiline.

Fig. 3 is a side view showing the element of Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a plan view showing a plurality of the elements
illustrated in Fig. 1, but at a later stage in manufacture,
and with ornamental members removed therefrom for
clarity of understandmg ‘

Fig. 5 is a plan view showmg the elements of Fig. 4
with ornamental members in position thereon. :

Fig. 6 is a plan view showing an article of jewelry con-
struction in accordance with the present invention. :

Fig. 7 is a plan view showing one component of the
article of Fig. 6, removed therefrom.

‘Fig. 8 is a perspective view showing another component '
of the article of Fig. 6, and removed therefrom.

Fig. 9 is a plan view showing another article of jewelry
construction in accordance with the present invention,

Fig. 10 is a plan view showing still another article of
jewelry constructed in accordance with the present inven-
tion, with parts removed therefrom for illustrative pur-
poses.

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary, side view showing a detail of
the article of Fig. 10.

Fig. 12 is a plan view showing the article of ]ewelry
of Fig. 10 with ornamental members positioned thereon.

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, and
specifically to Fig. 1 thereof, the element therein, gener-
ally designated 10, may be formed of wire and includes
an elongate stem or shank 11, and an enlargement or head :
12 on one end of the stem. In the instant embodiment, the
enlargement 12 assumes the form of an eye or loop in-~
tegral with and bent from the stem wire, but the enlarge-
ment may take other smtable forms, some of which Wl]l :
appear hereinafter. :

The element 11, as represented in solid lines in Flg 1,
corresponds to an early stage in the manufacture of an-
article of jewelry of the present invention. A slightly later
stage is shown in dot-and-dash outline, wherein the stem
portion remote from the enlargement 12 is bent to form
a loop or eye 13. That is, the loop 13 is provided on the
stem end remote from the enlargement 12,

In Fig. 4 a plurality of the elements 10 are assembled
or connected together, to define a basic construction of the
present invention, without ornamental members. It will
be noted that each stem or shank 11 is angulated or bent
substantially at right angles to itself, as at 15, intermediate
the opposite stem ends. Further, the loop 13 of each ele-
ment 10 is disposed normal to the plane of the angulated
stem and receives, or is circumposed about the angularly
bent portion 15 of the next adjacent element 10, the
adjacent leftward element in the illustrated embodiment.
The elements 10 are all substantlally identical, and the
enlargement 12 of each element is of greater external dx--
mension than the internal dimension of the loop 13. - This,
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of course; retains the 10ops 13 circumposed about the stems
11-and prevents disconnection of the elements 10.

The basic construction of Fig. 4 is shown in the article of
Fig. 5, but with the addition of ornamental members or
beads 17 and 18-on each stem 1. More particularly, a
bead or ornamental member 17 is circumposed about each
stem 11° between its loop 13 and bend 15, and an orna-
mental member or bead 18 is circumposed about each
stem between its bent portion and enlargement 12. In
addition to their decorative function, the beads 17 and 18
serve as stops, the former limiting movement of the loops
13- toward each other, and the latter limiting movement
of the loops toward the enlargements 12. By this means,
the loops 13 are retained in position circumposed about
or receiving the bent stem portions 15 of the adjacent
elements 10. While the enlargements or eyes 12 serve to
retain the beads 18 on the stems 11, it is appreciated that
the latter beads may be otherwise secured on the stems,
permitting elimination of the eyes 12, and that the beads
18 may’ be viewed. generically as enlargements on the
stems;

Figs.- 2 and 3 illustrate a slightly modified form of
element, generally designated 10q, including a wire stem
or shank-11q having an angularly bent portion 154 inter-
mediate its ends.  On one end of the stem 11q is an en-
largement or head 124, and the other stem end is bent
to define a loop or eye 13« having its internal dimension
Jess than the external dimension of the head 124 and
disposed-in a plane normal to that of the stem. Obvious-
ly, a plurality of elements 186 may be assembled or con-
nected together in substantially the same manner as the
elements 10 in Figs. 4 and 5.

- A further example of jewelry construction adapted to be
produced in accordance wtih the present invention is illus-
trated.in- Figs. 6-8. Jn Fig. 8 is shown an element 18)
having an elongate wire stem or shank 115 formed with
anangularly bent portion 15b. One end portion of - the
stem.115 is bent to form an end 1oop or eye 135 disposed
normali to the plane of the angularly bent stem; and, an
enlargement or head 125 is secured on the other end of
the stem 115. The enlargement 125 may consist of an or-
namental stone in a setting, as illustrated, or other suit-
able device, preferably decorative in appearance.

A plurality of elements 185 are connected together with

the loop 13b of each element circumposed about or re- °

ceiving the bent stem portion 18h of the next adjacent ele-
ment, -and being retained. in position circumpoesed about
the: bent stem portion: cf the next adjacent clement by
the head 125 of the next adjacent element. The heads 125
are necessarily .of ‘greater size than -the internal dimension
of the loops 13b, and may be of sufficient size to obscure
the loops from view, as is evident in the assembly of Fig. 6.

To complete the assembly of Fig. 6, a plurality of links
20 are provided, which links are preferably ornamental in
appearance and formed at their opposite ends with a
pair of eyes 21 and 22. Bach link 28 has one eye 21
circumposed about or receiving the stem 11b of a re-
spective element 10b; and, the eyes 21 are disposed ad-
jacent to and below the enlargements 120, preferably being
obscured by the laiter. The other end eves 22 of the
links 20 may all be connected together, as by an orna-
mental member 23 having a stem extending through the
latter eyes.

While the device of Fig. 6 may serve without modifica-
tion as a highly attractive brooch or the like, the article of
Fig. 9 illustrates the startling difference in appearance re-
sulting from only slight modification of the device of Fig.
6. In particular, the article of Fig. 9 is identical to that
of Fig. 6, with the addition of ornamental members or
beads 25, each circumposed about the stem 115 of a re-
spective: element. 105, In addition to their  decorative
function, the beads or ornamental members 25 cffectively
limit or stop movement of the loops 135 toward each
other.

An- additional -.embodiment of the present invention
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is illustrated in Figs. 10 and 11, wherein a plurality of
elements 10c¢ each includes an elongate wire stem or shank
11c angularly bent intermediate its ends, as at 15c.
One end portion of the stem 13c is bent to form a loop
or eye 13c; and, an enlargement or head 12c¢ is fixed to or
formed on the other stem end. In the instant embodi-
ment, the enlargement 12¢ consists of a helically wound
end portion of the stem 11c. As best seen in Fig. 10,
the stem portion 27 between the loops 13¢ and bend 15c
is arcuate in curvilinear configuriation. A plurality of the
elements 18c are assembled or connected together by cir-
cumposition of the loops 13d of each element about the
stem of an adjacent element, as seen in Fig. 11. In addi-
tion, an elongate member 28, having eyes 29 and 30 at
its opposite ends, may be arranged to extend between the
loop 13c and bent stem portion 15¢ of each element 10c.
More particularly, the —members 28 may have eyes 29
engaged through the stem eyes 13c and have their eyes
30 circumposed about the bent stem portion 15c. If
desired, the eyes 29 may receive the curvilinear stem por-
tion 27 rather than the eyes 13c.

In Fig. 11, an ornamental stop member 31 is illus-
trated in dot-and-dash outline, and may comprise a
stone or bead circumposed about the stem 1lc inter-
mediate the head 12c and bent stem portion 15¢. The
stop member 31 is preferably of sufficient size to obscure
the loops or eyes 13¢, 30 and 29, and to limit movement
of the same toward the enlargement 12c. As noted here-
inabove in connection with the enlargement 12 and stop
member 18 of Fig. 5, the particular enlargement 12¢
may be eliminated, and the stop member 31 viewed
generically as an enlargement on the end of the stem 11c.

The article of Fig. 12 is substantially the same as that -
of Figs. 10 and 11, but ornamental members or beads
33 have been circumposed about the elongate members
238. The beads 33 are not only decorative in appearance,
but strengthen the members 28-and in turn strengthen the
entire assembly.

From the foregoing, it is seen that the present invention
provides 2 new and improved jewelry construction which
fully accomplishes its iniended objects and is well adapted
to meet practical conditions of manufacture, distribution
and use.

Although the present invention has been described in -
some detail by way of illustration and example for pur-
poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that
certain changes and modifications may be made within
the spirit of the invention and scope of the appended
claims:

Having this described my invention, what I claim as
new and desire to sécure by Letters Patent, is:

1. In a jewelry construction, a plurality of connected
elements, each of said elements comprising a wire- stem,
said stem-having a generally right angularly bent portion
intermediate its ends, a loop on one end of said stem
lying in a plane substantially normal to-the plane of the
bent stem, and an enlargement on the other end of said
stem lying in a plane parallel: to but spaced from the
plane of said loop, said enlargement being of greater size
than the internal. dimension of said loop, each of said
elements having its bent stem portion extending through
the loop of an adjacent. one of said elements, and the
enlargement of each element retaining the loop of said
adjacent element on said stem, to thereby comnect to-
gether a plurality of said elements, an ornamental stop
member on the stem of each element between its loop
and bent stem portion to limit movement of the loop of
said adjacent element on said stem.

2. A jewelry construction according to claim 1, in com-
bination with a plurality of ornamental links, each link
having an eye on each of its ends, an eye of each link
being- circumposed - respectively about the bent stem por-
tion of one of said elements, and the other eyes of said
links being connected together.

3. A ‘jewelry construction according to claim 2, in
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combination with an ornamental bead on the stem of
each element between its loop and bent stem portion to
limit movement of the loop of said adjacent element on
said stem.

4. A jewelry construction according to claim 1, the
stem of each of said elements being curvilinear between
its loop and angularly bent portion, and an ornamental

link extending between the loop and angularly bent por-
tion of each of said elements.
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