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To all whom i may concern:

Be it known that I, Witiam S. TorHILL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Rocking-Boat Amuse-
ment Devices, ot which the following is a
specification, reference being had to the ac-
compaunying drawings.

This invention relates to rocking boat
amusement devices and has for its object to
provide a new form of amusement device as
hereinafter described, designed particularly
for the use of children and provided with
the necessary precautionary features to
make it perfectly safe for their enjoyment.

One special end sought to be attained
has been the provision in my rocking boat
of satisfactory mounting means, by the use
of which the device is rendered very easy to
operate at the same time being insured
against tipping over under any ordinary
usage and being insured against * creeping ”’
or moving gradually out of position.

I accomplish these objects by the means
shown in the drawings and hereinafter
specifically deseribed.

That which I believe to be new will be set
forth in the claims.

In the drawings:—Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation of my improved device. Fig. 2 is a
top or plan view, with the central portion of
the flooring broken away. Iig. 3 is a sec-
tion on line 3—3 of Fig. 2. ,

Referring to the several figures of the
drawings, in which corresponding parts are
indicated by like reference characters,—10
indicates the crossbars of the base of my
device, having secured to them in any suit-
able manner two longitudinal bars 11—12.

13—14 indicate the sides of the body of
the device, said sides being carved on their
lower edges so that the body is adapted to
rock, the curvature of one of the sides being
of course the same as that of the other
throughout their length. 15—16 indicate
crossbars secured between said sides 13—14
and assisting in holding the two sides in po-
sition relative to each other. 17 indicates a
floor also secured in any suitable manner
between said sides intermediate their longi-
tudinal edges, and also assisting in holding
the sides in position relative to each other.

18 indicates one of a series of pieces, pref- .

erably of metal, secured to each of the sides
13—14 and extending outward therefrom,

the outer ends of such pieces being secured
in position by diagonal braces 19. 20 indi-
cates seats secured in any suitable manner to
said pieces 18, and 21 indicates seats across
the ends of said body, being secured to the
upper edges of the sides 18—14.

22 indicates the backs of the seats 20—21,
the boards of which are secured in the con-
struction shown to the upper ends of the
brace bars 19. The backs across the ends of
the body are also secured to the backs which
extend along the sides, such connection be-
ing made by means of angle-irons 23.

24 indicates arms secured to the seats and
backs and dividing the seats into sections.

At one side, the seat 20 and back 22 are
discontinued for a space to provide an en-
trance into the body, a step 25 being secured
in any suitable manner to the side of the
body in appropriate position. v

26 indicates a standard rising from the
base, in the construction shown being in
the form of a block of wood of a length to
fit loosely between the sides 13—i14 and
Ig’?mg braced in the base by means of pieces

28 indicates blocks secured to the body
at each side of the standard 26, being po-
sitioned at such a distance apart that there
shall be some little play between each block
28 and the standard 26 when the body is
in normal horizontal position. The blocks
28 diverge toward their upper ends, the
angle of the face of either block being such
in the construction shown that when the
opposite end of the body is rocked to its
lowermost desired position such block bears
squarely against the standard 26. In the
construction shown, blocks 28 ave provided
at each side of the body, being secured to
the sides 183—14, the braces 27 being so
placed as to have a loose working fit be-
tween the blocks 28.

By the means just described, the body
is held in proper relation to the base, while
at the same time it is perfectly free to rock.
Indeed, I have found that with my arrange-
ment of parts a boat of a size to accommo-
date say twenty or thirty children can be
easily rocked by a single child as an’ occu-
pant with little effort on his part.

29 indicates guards secured upon the base
at each side of the body so as to prevent a
child from crawling under the boat from
either side or from accidentally putting his
hand or foot under it. As shown, the
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guards extend from the middle point of
the base to near the ends of the base.

So far as I am aware, no one has hereto-
fore provided an amusement device in the
form of my rocking boat with seats along
the sides or ends, and these features are
therefore claimed broadly. While T have
shown the standard 26 as fixed upon the
base and the blocks 28 rocking relative to
the standard, it will be understood that the
conditions might be reversed, with the
blocks 28 fixed on the base and the parts 26
and 27 or their equivalent secured to the
body of the boat, the object sought to be
attained being to provide codperating stops
which will limit the movement of the boat
relative to the base and which will cause
it by its rocking movement to be returned
to normal position if it is momentarily dis-
placed from position.

What I claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is:—

1. In a rockings boat amusement device,
the combination with a base member, and
a body member having a curved lower sur-
face adapted to rock on said base and pro-
vided with seats across its ends and along
its sides, of stops secured on said base and
said body adapted to limit, the relative move-
ment of the same, said stops comprising a
block rigidly secured to one of said mem-
bers, and a pair of oppositely-disposed
blocks rigidly secured on the other of said

members, which last-named blocks when
both members are in normal horizontal posi-
tion stand at opposite sides of said first-
mentioned block and at some liftle distance
therefrom, the adjacent faces of said second-
named blocks diverging toward their upper
edges.

9. In a rocking boat amusement device,
the combination with a base member and a
body member comprising two longitudi-
nally-extending rockers, means for securing
said two rockers together, and seats secured
across its ends and along its sides, of a
standard secured to said base and extending
transversely thereof, braces standing at
right angles to said standard at each end
thereof holding the standard rigidly in po-
sition, a pair of oppositely-disposed blocks
rigidly secured on the inner face of each
of said rockers, which blocks when both of
said members are in normal horizontal po-
sition stand at opposite sides of said stand-
ard and at some little distance therefrom,
the inner faces of said blocks diverging
toward their upper edges, and a trans-
versely-extending block secured to the
outer ends of the first-mentioned blocks lo-
cated at each side of said standard.

WILLIAM S. TOTHILL.
Witnesses:

Mixnie A. HuNTER,
W. H. Dt Busx.
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