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UNITED STATES 
1,683,678 

PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIE B. KITTERMAN AND FLORENCE HOWLAND MILLs, of NEw York, N. Y. 

UTILITY BAG. 

Application filed February 1, 1927. serial No. 165,197. 
This invention relates to utility bags or 

carrying cases particularly adapted for use 
by women to carry sewing, toilet articles or to 
be used in a variety of ways, depending upon 

is the construction thereof. 
Aparticular object of our invention is to 

provide a utility bag to which easy access is arranged to hold sewing or toilet articles, afforded and one which may be compactly 
folded or drawn together and stored in a 
minimum of space. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a novel construction of bag which can 
be used as a hanging case or allowed to lie flat 
so that its contents will be in full view and 
readily accessible for use. . . . . . . . . . 
A further particular object of the inven 

3. 

tion is to provide a utility bag of novel con 
struction, which may be modified to serve as a 
wash cloth and soap holding novelty bag or 
may be adapted for use as a sewing imple 
ment container and also as a receptacle for 
holding sewing material when the same is not 
in use. . . . . . . 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide a utility bag which can be made of 
water-proof material, having a fanciful exte 
rior and in which a rigid tray may be placed 
to shape the bottom of the same when it is 
hung up or being carried. . 

3) 
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provide a hanging bag for use in travelling 
which may be suspended by its draw cord but, 
which, in its suspended position may be 
opened so that access thereto is had for the 

35 us 
To enable others skilled in the art to fully 

comprehend the underlying features of our. 
invention that they may embody the same in 
the various modifications in structure and re 

40 

this disclosure and in such drawing, similar 
reference characters denote corresponding - fasteners are indicated in this latter instance 100. parts throughout all the views, of which, 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a form 
of bag used to hold soap and a wash cloth, the 
same being shown in its closed position. 

4. 

Figure 2 is a view in perspective of the bag 
shown in its partly opened position, 

50 Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2 but 
showing the side flaps of the bag opened and 
also the wash clothholding strap, which forms 
a part of the receptacle, opened so that the 
wash cloth may be removed from its position. 

55 Figure 4 is a view in perspective showing 
the soap holding receptacle open disclosing 

A still further object of the invention is to 

use of the various toilet articles, as required. 

lation contemplated, a drawing depicting a 
preferred form has been annexed as a part of 

the interior Soap holding tray in position. 
Figure 5 is a top, plan view of the bag, the 

wash cloth holding strap being shown closed. 
Figure 6 is a sectional view taken on the 60 

line 6-6 of Figure 5 showing the construction 
of the bag. - Figure 7 is a view in perspective of a bag 
the same being shown in its position when 6: 
not in use, and Suspended by its draw string. 

Figure 8 is a view in perspective of the 
bag as shown in Figure 7, after the end flaps 
thereof have been opened. Figure 9 is a view in perspective showing 70 
how the end flaps may be joined with one of 
the side flaps to provide a suspended recep 
tacle for toilet goods when the same is de 
sired to be used when suspended. 

Figure 10 is a top, plan view of the bag 75 
shown in Figure 9, illustrating the shape and 
arrangement of the end and side flaps and 
also of the tray holding casing embodied 
therein, and . . . . . - 

Figure 11 is a sectional view taken on the 80 
line 11-11 of Figure 10 showing the con 
struction of the bag. . . . . 

Referring to the drawings in detail, the 
bag in general, as used to hold soap and a 
wash cloth is indicated by the numeral 586 
and is cut to provide the side flaps 6 and end 
flaps 7, in the latter of which is provided, 
the draw string holding flutes 8 through 
which pass the draw strings 9. The mate 
rial from which the bag is made may be of 9t 
cretonne or some other fancy fabric which 
forms the outer part thereof, which is suit 
ably lined with rubber or other water-proof 
material, the two materials being joined by 
sewing or gluing or in any other satisfactory 95 
manner. The outer ends of the side flaps 6 
are provided with the mating members of 
snap fasteners. 10 as are also the edges of the 
end flaps in their mid portion. The snap 
by the numeral 11. At the center of the bag, 
we provide a flexible casing 12 which is made 
from water-proof material, and is secured 
at its bottom edge as at 13 in any suitable 
manner to the bag material. 14. This casing 10& 
is provided at one side with a cover 15 which 
may be cut integral with the casing 12 or 
may be secured thereto in any manner, such 
as cementing and may be made of the same 
water-proof material from which the casing lo 
is made. This cover 15 is provided on its ends 
with the straps 16 which carry the mating 
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members of a Snap fastener 17 and it is eyi 
dent from an inspection of Figures 4 and 6 
that a rigid tray 18 may be positioned in the 
casing i2 to seeeive a cake of Saap and naay be 
enclosed by the cover 15 which, through the 
medium of its strap 16 is adapted to receive 
and hold a wash cloth 19, as shown in Figure 
3. Immediately after the soap is used, it is 
wet, of course, and when once placed into the receptacle 18 is prevented from soiling any 
other part of the bag by 'eason of the fact 
that the casing 12 and the cover 15 are made 
of water-proof material and in order to hold 
the cover 15 closed, theside flaps 6 are drawn 
over, the receptacle and are held closed by 
the snap fasteners 10 as shown in Figure 2, 
after which the snap fasteners 11 may be 
united to hold the a. at its midportion 
closed, so that the contents thereof cannot 
fall out and also so that the dampness or 
drippings from the wash cloth, cannot leak 
out nor escape from the closed bag, it of 
course being understood that the draw strings 
9 can be tied or otherwise drawn upon to 
close the upper ends of the end flaps to present the appearance, illustrated in Fig 
ure . 
As will be noted from the foregoing de 

scription, the rigid tray member forms the 
bottom of the bag and gives the same shape when it is held up in suspended position and 
in further utilizing, this particular feature, 
we have embodied in a bag of slightly differ 

35 
ent construction, but embodying the same 
principle, a toilet article holding tray 20, as 
illustrated in Figure 9 which is held in po 
sition in the center of the toilet bag 21 or 
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through the medium of a casing 22 similar 
to that hereinbefore described for holding the 
soap tray; but in view of the fact that, with 
slight modifications, the tray might be used. 
for another purpose, we have shown in Fig 
ure 7, a bag which is arranged to be used as 
a sewing bag and which consists of the tray 
20 positioned in a suitable casing 22 which is 
secured to the bag material 21 at the center 
thereof and in position to be overlapped or 
closed by the side flaps 23 which may or may 
not be provided with pockets 24, depending 
upon the use to which the bag is to be put. 
For instance; in the sewing bag, the flaps 28 might be provided with Fi 
might be used without, so that they could be 
folded oyer as shown in Figure 8 to provide 
a cover for the tiray, which would hold the 
sewing material, such as needles, threads and 
the like. The flaps 23 provide a bottom for 
the bag when closed up in the position illus 
trated in Figure to hold the material to be 

. "P. In either event, the bag consists 
8, of the ps 23, having at their outer edges 

the snap fasteners 25, one of which is pro 
vided at each corner of the outer edge of the 

d5 flaps 23 so that when the same are folded to 

pockets 24 or 

1,683,678 
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the position as shown in Figure 8, the snap 
menbers 25 will retain them in their closed 
position. The bag is also provided with end 
flaps 26 which may he cut in any fangiful 
manner and which, in their ends, are pro 
-vided, as before described, with the draw 
string flute 27 through which pass the draw 
strings 28, the flaps 26 being provided on 
their edges, at the mid portions thereof with 
the Snap fastengrs 29 and adjacent one side 
of their outer edge or end with the Snap fas 
teners 30, the purpose of which will be here 

75 

inafter described. In the use of the bag for 
the holding of sewing, the flaps are thrown 
in and fastened as shown in Figure 8, and 
then the snap fasteners 29 are secured to 
gether to give the appearance illustrated in 
Figure 7. This fastening of the snap fas 
teners 29 provide a receptacle, as before set 
forth, in which may be carried the material to 
be sewed upon. However, when the bag is 
to be used for the carrying of toilet articles 
as when travelling, the casing 22 may be pro 
vided with side straps 31 into which may be 
inserted the tooth brush holding member 32. 
When the bag is in use when travelling, the 
bag is suspended by the draw strings 28, as 
illustrated in Figure 9, and in order to main 
tain the bag in open position, as shown in , 
such illustration, the snap fastene's 25 on pne, 
of the flaps 23 are secured to the snap fast 
teners 30 which are incorporated in the end 
flaps 26. This will give the bag the appear 
ance shown in Figure 9 and the front portion 
thereof being wide open will allow easy ag 
cess to the material lield in the tray 20, as is 
evident. In the pockets 24 there may be car utility bag; as it might better be termed, ried an additional envelope 32, if desired, the 
pocket flaps 33 being secured in closed posi 
tion, through the medium of the snap fas 
teners 34 provided therein. It is evident 
in this construction also, that the tray 20 
shapes the bottom of the bag and in fact, 
forms the bottom thereof, and, if desired, 
the bag illustrated in Figure 9 can be sus 
pended in the position shown in Figure 7 so 
that the bag may be used to hold toilet arti 
cles and sewing at the same time, or it may 
be used for either purpose separately. It is 
important, however, that it be understood 
that the bag illustrated in Figure 8 may be 

8) 
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drawn up to the position shown in Figure 7 
and in Figure 9 with but different fastenings 
of the snap fasteners 29 and 30 and no modi 
fication in structure need be made to adapt 20 
the bag for the purpose of carrying sewing or carrying toilet articles. 

It is evident therefore, that we have pro 
vided an improved utility bag which may be 
used as a soap and washi cloth container or 
one which may be adapted for use as a travel 
case to contain toilet articles or other acces; 
sories, also we have provided a utility bag 
which may be used as a beach bag, a sewing 
bag, a boudoir case, a laundry bag, a manicure 
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bag, a vanity bag and which can be used in its 
suspended position or placed upon a support 
and opened out so that the contents are read 
ily accessible. The material from which the 
bag is made may be rubberized silk, cretonne 
or any other suitable water-proof or lasting 
material, particularly adapted for the pur 
pose for which the bag is to be used, for in 
stance, leather, satin, or silk. 

0. While we have illustrated and described 
our invention with some degree of particular 
ity, we realize that in practice various alter 

15 

ations therein may be made. We therefore 
reserve the right and privilege of changing 
the form of the details of construction or 
otherwise altering the arrangement of the 

20. 

25 
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appended claims. 
correlated parts without departing from the 
spirit of the invention or the scope of the 
Having thus described our invention what 

we claim as new and desire to secure by in - - thereof, a rigid tray in the casing, end and 
side flaps formed in said piece, Snap fasteners 

United States Letters Patent is:- 
1. A container comprising a piece of mate 

rial, pairs of oppositely disposed flaps 
formed thereon, a receptacle so positioned on 
the piece of material that the flaps may be 
drawn thereover to cover the same, draw 
strings in one pair of the oppositely dis 
posed flaps for holding the same together, 
fasteners in the other pair of flaps for hold 
ing the same closed, and the draw strings pro 
viding an arrangement whereby the container 
may be suspended. 

2. A container comprising a piece of fabric, 
a casing made of fabric attached to the mate 
rial at the center thereof, a rigid tray in said 
casing, the tray and the casing constituting a 

3 

bottom for the container, pairs of oppositely 
disposed flaps formed in the material and 
arranged to be folded in over the tray to pro 
vide a cover therefor, Snap fasteners on one 
pair of said flaps for fastening the same to 
gether, and draw strings in the other pair of 
flaps for drawing the same together. 

3. A container comprising a piece of fab 
ric, a tray holding casing, of fabric disposed 
at the center thereof, a rigid tray in said cas 
ing, end and side flaps formed on said piece, 
snap fasteners in the side flaps for maintain 
ing the same in closed position over the tray, 
snap fasteners in said end flaps and so ar 
ranged that when fastened together the end 
flaps will be drawn up to form an additional 
receptacle above said tray and means for 
drawing the ends of said end flaps together. 

4) 
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5) 

4. A container comprising a piece of fabric, 
a lining of water-proof material, a tray-hold 
ing casing of fabric disposed at the center 

in the side flaps for retaining the same in 
closed position over the tray, Snap fasteners 

tened together, the end flaps will be drawn up 
to form an additional receptacle above said 
tray and draw strings for drawing the ends 
of said end flaps together, the draw strings 
serving as a means through which the con 
tainer may be hung up. - 

In testimony whereof we affix our sig 
natures. 

IL. S.) 
L. S. 

WILLIE B. KITTERMAN. 
FLORENCE HOWLAND MILLS. 

6) 

in said end flaps so arranged that when fas 
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