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The present invention relates to a stylet partic 
ularly adapted to facilitate insertion of an en 
dobronchial tube or catheter into the desired 
bronchUS. 
An object of the present invention is to provide 

a stylet including a flexible outer portion, and a 
removable inner stiffening portion which renders 
the outer portion rigid and inflexible and gently 
curves its distal portion anteriorly to facilitate 
passage between the vocal cords. 
... A further object is to provide a stylet includ 
ing an outer portion which is rigid longitudinally 
and flexible laterally so as to provide for positive 
longitudinal thrust and conformation to the de 
flections of the upper respiratory passages from 
the axis of the human body. 

Intubation of the right bronchus is relatively 
simple, but Some difficulty is often encountered 
in getting a tube Or Catheter into the 1eft bron 
chus beca se of the fact that it leaves the 
treachea, at a more pronounced angle than the 
right bronchUS. 
A still further object of the present invention, 

therefore, is to provide an endobronchial in 
tubating stvlet inclding a flexible shaft having 
a hinged pilot or guiding tip on its distal end, and 
means operable from the proximal end of the 
stylet for angulating the pilot or tip to direct it 
into the desired bronchUS. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a simple means to limit insertion of the stylet 
into the endobronchia tube or catheter in ac 
cordance with the length of the latter. 

Still annther onbiect of the invention is to pro 
vide a Stylet of the above kind which is compara 
tively simple in construction, efficient, easy to 
Use, and economical to manufacture. 
The exact nature of the present invention will 

become aprarent from the following description 
When considered in connertion with the accon 
panying drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is an elevational view of an endo 
bronchial intu bating stylet constructed in ac 
cordance with the present invention, With the 
inner stiffening rod thereof removed. 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the inner 
stiffening rod of the present stylet; 

Figure 3 is a view showing the complete stylet 
inserted within an endobronchial tube or cath 
eter, the tube or catheter being partly in elevation 
and partly broken away and in section, and the 
catheter being partly in elevation and partly in 
central longitudinal Section; 

Figure 4 is an enlarged central longitudinal 
sectional view of the distal portion of the stylet; 
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Figure 5 is an enlarged transverse Section 
taken on line 5-5 of Figure 3; 

Figure 6 is an end elevation looking toward the 
proximal end of the complete stylet; 

Figure 7 is a diagrammatic view illustrating 
the left bronchus intubated by the present stylet 
With the stiffening rod of the latter removed. 

O 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 

55 

Referring in detail to the drawing, the illus 
trated embodiment of the invention consists of 
a stylet which includes a laterally flexible and 
resilient tubular shaft 5 consisting of a helical 
Spring whose coils are closely wound to render 
the shaft rigid or non-compressible longitudi 
nally, a hollow pilot or guiding tip 6 carried by: 
the distal end of the shaft 5, and a circular pe 
ripherally knurled knob threaded onto the 
proximal end of the shaft 5. The pilot or guiding 
tip 6 includes a, rigid tubular proximal Section 8 
having a flared entrance and threaded into the 
distal end of shaft 5, and a hollow rigid distal 
Section 9 hinged at one side to the correspond 
ing side of the proximal section 8 as at 0 for 
adjustment to different angular positions rela 
tive to the shaft 5 and Section 8. 
A flexible operating wire extends through 

the shaft 5 and its knob 7 and is pivotally at 
tached at its distal end to the proximal end of 
the distal pilot Section 9 as at 2, for use in ad 
justing the latter. A ring shaped finger piece 3 
is provided on the proximal end of the operating 
wire f f, and is disposed proximal of the knob 7 
and faces in the same direction as the pilot sec 
tion 9 may be angulated, by pulling said oper 
ating wire. 
A stop collar 4 is slidably disposed and ad 

justable longitudinally on the shaft 5, and this 
stop. collar is adapted to form an abutment for 
engagement with the proximal end of an en 
dobronchial tube 5, or the end fitting 6 of the 
latter, to limit insertion of the stylet into said 
tube in accordance With the length of the latter. 
It Will of course be understood that an endobron 
chial tube or catheter is sometimes provided with 
the coupling member 6 for use in Connecting the 
tube or catheter to the control Valve of an appa 
ratus commonly used to Supply oXygen or other 
gas to the lungs. In practice, the collar f4 is pref 
erably made of rubber or similar material, and it 
has a Snug frictional fit on the shaft 5 SO that it 
may be manually adjusted and will effectively re 
main in adjusted position under ordinary condi 
tions of use. 
A removable substantially rigid stiffening rod 

7 for the shaft 5 and pilot 6 is extended through 
said shaft into the distal pilot section 9 and has 




