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UNITED STATES PATENT 

2,597,473 

FFICE 
2,5943 : 

COMBINED WANITY, OR MAKE-UP-CASE AND 
SUPPORT THEREFOR. 

Hortense B. Green, White-Plains, and . . 
Sylvia, B. Gaines, archmont, N.Y. ... 

Application August 14, 1950, Serial No. 129,286. 
(Cl 132-9). 10, Cairns, 

1. 
This invention relates to Vanity. Or make-up 

cases, for carrying cosmetics and more partic 
ularly to combined make-up, cases and supports 
therefor which facilitate the application of COS 
netics. 
Ladies often find it difficult to apply cosmetics 

when they are traveling on foot, or in convey 
ances or are other"Wise without acceSS. to Vanity 
tables or other stable means of supporting the 
several articles used for make-up purposes. 
When. Such facilities are lacking, it is difficult to 
hold a mirror in a proper position and at the 
Same time to Support, the Various cosmetics. So 
that they are conveniently accessible and still 
keep a hand or hands free to apply the COSmetics, 

Accordingly, an object of the present inven 
tion is to provide a make-up device supported 
from the uSer's body Which Supports the cosmetics 
in a position accessible to her hands and holds a 
mirror in a proper position for obServance of the 
make-up operation so as to free the user's hands 
for applying the cosmetics. 
Another object of the present invention is to 

provide an easily portable vanity or make-up 
case for carrying COSmetics which may be Sup 
ported from the user's body in a position for use 
and includes an accessible shelf member, upon 
which the cosmetics may be placed, and a mir 
ror for reflecting the user's countenance. So that 
her hands are free to apply. the cosmetics. 
Another object is to provide an easily portable 

make-up case for carrying cosmetics which in 
cludes a Supporting strap to extend around the 
user's neck for supporting the case in front of 
the user's boSon, a device extensible from the 
case to Space the latter forwardly from the user's 
bOSom in a position for use and defining an ac 
cessible Supporting surface for the cosmetics in 
use, and a mirrored cover for the case opening 
to a position Suitable for observance of the make 
up Operation. When the case is in the use position. 
A further object of the present invention is 

to provide a Vanity or make-up case of the chair 
acter indicated which is simply constructed and 
presents a compact assembly having the various 
partS Superposed or nested when not in position 
for use, So that the case serves also as an at 
tractive shoulder bag for carrying make-up ar 
ticles. 

ihe foregoing and other objects, features and 
advantages hereof will become apparent from the 
following detailed description of illustrative em 
bodiments, while the new features of construc 
tion and operation which we claim as our in 
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2. 
appended claims. The detailed description re 
fers to the accompanying drawings which form 
a part hereof and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an illustrative 
embodiment of the invention shown in condi 
tion for carrying cosmetics or make-up articles; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the embodiment 
of Fig.1, but shown with the various parts there 
of extended to their positions for use; 

Fig. 3 is a Vertical, longitudinal, sectional view, 
Gn an enlarged scale, of the embodiment, in the 
condition illustrated in Fig. i., and taken along 
the line 3 -3 of Fig. 4: . 

Fig. 4 is a vertical, transverse, sectional view 
taken along the line 4-4 of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is an exploded perspective view, on a 
greatly enlarged Scale, of elements included: in 
the embodiment of Figs: 1 and 2; 

Fig. 6 is a vertical; transverse, sectional view, 
similar to that of Fig. 4, but with certain of the 
members in their extended position; 

Fig. 7 is a vertical, transverse, sectional view, 
Similar to that of Fig. 4, of another-illustrative 
embodiment of the invention;-- 

Fig. 8 is a sectional view similar to Fig. 7, but 
showing the parts in their extended positions; . . 

Fig. 9 is a longitudinal, vertical, sectional view 
taken along the line 9-9 of Fig. 8; and 

Fig. 10 is a sectional view, on an enlarged 
Scale, taken along the line O-O of Fig. 7, 

Referring to the drawings, and initially to Figs. 
1 through 6 thereof, a vanity or make-up case 
embodying the present invention is there shown, 
and is generally indicated by the reference nu 
meral 0. As appears from the drawings, the 
case fe includes, as its major elements, a con 
tainer if for receiving the cosmetics and other 
make-up articles, a cover 2 for the container 
which opens to a position at the front of the 
latter (Fig. 2), a strap 3 secured to the con 
tainer if for supporting the latter from the user's 
body in a manner hereinafter described, and a. 
device 4 carried by the container to extend 
rearwardly from the latter for providing a sup 
porting shelf for the cosmetics when they are in 
use and for Spacing the container forwardly from 
the user's, body so that a mirror carried by cover 
2 is positioned for observance therein of a nake. 
up Operation. 
The container f is preferably box-like inform 

and includes a front wall 15, a rear wall f6 and 
Opposite side Walls 7 and 8. Container 
further includes spaced double bottom Walls. , 9 
and 20 (Figs. 3, 4 and 6) to provide a housing 2 
for receiving the specific device 4 of this eme 
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bodiment of the invention, and suitable parti 
tions extending upwardly from bottom wall 9 to 
divide the container into compartments for re 
ceiving the jars, bottles or other packages and 
articles of make-up. As seen in FigS. 4 and 6, rear 
wall 6 terminates at its lower edge just below 
bottom wall 9 so that the housing 2, defined by 
the bottom walls and by the lower portions of 
the front and side walls, opens rearwardly. 
The device 4, fitting into housing 2 when in 

its stored position (Figs. 1, 3 and 4), includes a 
shelf member 22 Slidable in the housing and ca 
pable of being extended therefrom to an active 
position (Figs. 2 and 6) to provide a Supporting 
surface for holding the cosmetics while the lat 
ter are in use. The shelf member is preferably 
provided with a marginal upstanding rim, im 
parting a tray-like character thereto, so that the 
make-up articles are retained on the Supporting 
Surface. 

In the illustrated embodiment, shelf member 
22 is specifically constructed in the form of a 
drawer having side rails or member's 23 which 
are joined together at their outer ends by a 
drawer front 24 and adjacent their inner ends by 
a cross-piece 25. The drawer front 24 forms a 
continuation of rear wall. 6 when the drawer is 
stored within housing 2 (Figs. 1 and 4) and may 
overhang the rear edge of bottom wall 20 (Fig. 4) 
So that a recess 26 formed in the latter permits 
easy gripping of the lower edge of drawer front 
24 for withdrawing the shelf 22 from the hous 
ing. A bottom 2 is secured in the frame pro 
vided by the drawer front, side rails and cross 
piece and is Spaced downwardly from the top 
edges of the frame so that the latter forms the 
upstanding marginal rim heretofore mentioned. 
The drawer bottom 27 is also spaced upwardly 
from the lower edges of the drawer front, side 
rails and CrOSS-piece So that the drawer is pro 
vided with a recess 28 in its lower Surface within 
which a spacing member 29, hereinafter de 
Scribed in detail, may be nested. As seen in Figs. 
4 and 6, cross-piece 25 of the drawer structure is 
spaced from the inner ends of side rails 23 SO 
that portions of the latter remain in housing 2 
to support the drawer when it is withdrawn or 
extended (Fig. 6) to expose the entire drawer 
bottom. 
The shelf or drawer 22 is preferably provided 

with devices for limiting the Withdrawal thereof 
from the housing and for holding it in the ex 
tended position of FigS. 2 and 6. In the illus 
trated embodiment, these devices consist of op 
positely directed cantilever Spring members 30 
and 3, extending from the top of each of the 
Side rails 23, and bearing against the lower sur 
face of bottom wall 9 when the drawer is in a 
stored position within the housing (Fig. 4) to 
frictionally hold the drawer within housing 2 
and to take up the looseness of the fit of the 
drawer in the housing. As seen in Fig. 6, spring 
members 30 abut against the outer surface of 
rear wall 6, when the drawer is in its extended 
position, to resist movement of the drawer into 
housing 2. Spring members 30 are released by 
depressing them into recesses formed in the top 
Surface of the side rails to clear the lower edge 
of rear wall 6. The spring members 3 move 
against the rear surface of rear wall 6 when the 
drawer is in its extended position (Fig. 6) and 
prevent further withdrawal thereof. 
The Supporting strap 3 is preferably of two 

piece construction, with the sections connected 
by a Suitable buckle to permit adjustment of the 
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4 
effective length of the strap, and is connected at 
its opposite ends to the side walls of container 
lf. When the container is in the condition shown 
in Fig. 1, strap 3 may be extended over the user's 
shoulder and the case then Serves as an attrac 
tive shoulder bag for carrying make-up articles. 
In using the make-up case to assist in perform 
ing make-up operations, the strap 3 is extended 
around the user's neck to support the container 
at the front of the user's body and the drawer 22 
is withdrawn from the housing 2 to extend from 
the container toward the user's body for pro 
viding a Supporting shelf for the articles in use. 

In order to space the drawer 22 forwardly from 
the user's body to prevent Soiling of her wearing 
apparel by the COSmetics disposed thereon and 
to dispose the drawer and container in a posi 
tion for use which is accessible to the user's hands, 
the spacing member 29, preferably formed of a 
U-shaped bail, is pivoted at its ends on the drawer 
22 to Swing between a stored position (Fig. 4) 
nested in the recess 28 and an active or extended 
position (FigS. 2 and 6) projecting rearwardly be 
yond the drawer front to bear against the user's 
body. 
The CrOSS-member of the bail may be cush 

ioned by a rubber tube 32 extending thereabout, 
and suitable means are provided for selectively 
retaining the bail in either the stored or ex 
tended position thereof. In Fig. 5 the struc 
tural details of such suitable retaining means 
are illustrated and are shown to include an aper 
tured disc 33 Which is fixed to the inner side 
of each of the side rails 23 and is formed with 
a radial notch 34. The bail forming the spac 
ing member is provided with an outwardly ex 
tending pivot pin 35, fixed to a flattened end 
portion, which is urged by the resilience of the 
bail into the aperture of the related disc 33. 
The flattened end portion is also provided with 
angularly Spaced apart lugs or detents 36 and 
37 which selectively engage in the notch 34 of 
the disc to hold the bail in either its stored or 
extended position, respectively. 
A mirror 38 is fixed within the cover mem 

ber 2 for the container, and cover member 2 
is pivoted or hinged on front wall 5 of the con 
tainer to move to an open position at the front 
of the latter (Fig. 2). With the cover in such 
Open position and the container supported in 
the position for use at the front of, and spaced 
from the user's body, mirror 38 in the cover is 
in position for observance of a make-up opera 
tion. 
The movement of cover member 2 in the 

Opening direction may be limited by conven 
tional arcuate, slotted links 39 pivoted at one 
end to the cover and receiving pins fixed to the 
insides of the side walls of the container. 

Finally, a suitable conventional lock 40 has 
its separable parts carried by the rear wall 6 
and the cover 2 for holding the latter in the 
closed position (Fig. 1). 

In Figs. 7 through 10 another embodiment of 
the invention is illustrated wherein the member 
forming the Supporting shelf or tray for the cos 
netics or other make-up articles in use is hinged 
Or pivoted on the bottom of the container to 
Swing to its rearwardly extending active posi 
tion, rather than being in the form of a drawer 
received in a housing at the bottom of the con 
tainer, as in the embodiment previously de 
Scribed. 
In this Second embodiment, the vanity or 

make-up case includes a container 4 for the 
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cosmetics having a cover:member:f 2 fitting the 
open top; thereof...and provided. With: a mirror 
38' fixed therein to Swing to an: Open position 
at the, front of the container: (Fig. 8): as in the 
first embodiment, a supporting. Strap, .3' Se 
cured to the sides of the container for Supports 
ing the latter:from the Ser's body; at the front 
thereof, a shelf member; 42.hinged to the both 
tom, of container: at: the rear. Of the latter to 
Swing betWeen a stored position againstethe, bot 
tom of the container:and an active position ex 
tending: rear Wardly therefron.: ; and a spacing 
member: 29, similar to the spacing member 29 
previously described: ; pivoted on Shef Enenber 
42 for. Swinging from a position nested within 
the latter to a position: extendings; rearwardly 
therefronto bear against: the user's body; and 
dispose the assembly in its use position; 
As seen in Figs, 7 and 8, container-4 is formed 

by a front Wall 43, a rear Wall 44; Side: Wals; 45 
and a botton. 6. Which may be spaced upwardly 
from the bottom.edges of the walls, to provide.-a, 
shallow recess. Suitable partitions divide the 
container into the desired compartments. 
The shelf member 42 is shaped to; fit against 

the bottom of container-4 (Fig. 7) to thereby 
form a continuation of the latter when in its 
stored position and is mounted at its rear edge 
on the container: by hirages. 4. The shelf men 
ber 42 is formed With a marginal rim 48, ex 
tending downwardly as viewed in Fig. 7, and 
with a recess 49, in its top as viewed in Fig. 7, 
to receive... the.: spacing, member. , 29. When 
shelf, member 42 is pivoted to its active, rear 
wardly. extending position. (Fig. 8) rim, 48 sim 
parts a tray-like configuration to the upper sur 
face to retain the articles placed thereOn... 
Spacing member 29' is pivoted at its ends on 

the sides of the recess 49, and is selectively held 
in its nested position (Fig. 7) or extended posi 
tion (Fig. 8) by Suitable mechanism, such as the 
arrangement described in connection with the 
first embodiment (Fig. 5). When spacing mem 
ber 29' is extended (Fig. 8) to bear against the 
user's body it displaces the container and shelf 
member forwardly to the position for use SO 
that the user may observe a make-up Operation 
in the mirror in the open cover and SO that the 
tray is easily accessible to her hands. - 
The shelf member 42 may be held in its closed 

or stored position (Fig. 7) by any suitable latch 
or similar device, but it is desired to use the simple 
arrangement detailed in Fig. 10. This arrange 
ment includes a pin 50 carried by the shelf mem 
ber to extend into a recess 5 formed in the lower 
edge of front wall 43 and formed with a ball on 
its end to be resiliently gripped between the arms 
of a spring clip 52 secured in the recess. The en 
gagement of the spacing member carried by the 
shelf member with the user's body holds the shelf 
member in its substantially horizontal, extended 
position (Fig. 8) and no additional device need 
be provided for that purpose. 
From the above, it is apparent that a Wanity 

or make-up case embodying the present inven 
tion affords an attractive and compact case which 
serves as a shoulder bag for carrying make-up 
articles, when in the condition illustrated in Fig. 
1, and which, when Supported in the position for 
use in front of, and spaced from the user's body, 
provides a surface accessible to the user's hands 
upon which the cosmetics or other articles in use 
may conveniently be placed and a mirror held 
in a position for observance of a make-up Opera 
tion thus completely freeing the user's hands to 
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6 
attend to the application of thesnake-tip or cosis 
metics; 

It will be further apparent that the new feas 
tures, COmbinations and, arrangements of: parts 
herein set forth are not restricted to the details 
of the illustrated iembodiments; but may be en 
bodied in other forms of construction within the 
Scope -Of the appended claims." 
We claim. 
1. A , make-up, case... comprising a ;normally 

closed box having an openable cover and form 
ing a container for make-up, articles, means ex 
tending from Said; box for supporting the latter 
from an upper part of a user's body and further 
means extensible from the box"to engage a lower 
part of the uSer's body and thus space the box 
in front thereof in a position making the con 
tents of the container accessible to the user's 
hands when the cover is opera, and a mirror car 
ried by Said box positionable by the open cover 
So that the usercan observe a make-up operation 
when the box is in Said position. 

2. A make-up case comprising, a container for 
make-up, articles, a Supporting strap extending 
from Said container and engageable around the 
user's neck to Support Said container at the froat 
of the user's body, a device for spacing said cont 
tainer: forwardly from the user's body to a po 
Sition for use including: a shelf member carried 
by Said' container to extends rearwardly from 
the latter, and a mirror mounted on saidcon; 
tainer positionable So that the user can observe a 
make-up operation when the container is in said 
position. 
3. A make-up case comprising: a container for 

make-up articles, a Supporting; member extend 
ing from Said containers and engageable about an 
upper part of the user's body to support said 
container at the front of the user's body, a shelf 
member, carried by said container:to extend rear 
Wardly from the latter, means extensible from 
Said shelf member to bear against the user's body 
for Spacing Said shelf member and said container 
forwardly to a position for use, and a mirror 
mounted on Said container positionable so that 
the user can observe a make-up operation when 
the COntainer is in said position. 

4. A make-up case comprising a container for 
make-up articles, a Supporting member on said 
container to extend about an upper part of the 
user's body for Supporting the container at the 
front of the user's body, a device for spacing the 
container forwardly from the user's body in a 
position for use So that contents of said container 
are accessible to the user's hands including a 
tray member carried by said container to extend 
rearwardly from the latter for supporting the 
make-up articles during their use and a spacing. 
member carried by Said tray member to extend 
against the user's body, and a mirrored cover for 
Said container movable to an open position at 
the front of the latter so that the user may ob 
Serve a make-up Operation when the container is 
in Said position for use. 

5. A make-up case comprising a container for 
make-up articles; a supporting member on said 
container to extend about an upper part of the 
user's body for supporting the container at the 
front of the user's body; a device for spacing the 
container forwardly from the user's body in a 
position for use so that contents of said container 
are accessible to the user's hands including a 
tray member movably carried by said container 
for displacement from a stored position within 
the vertical projection of the container to an ex 
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tended position at the rear of the latter to pro 
vide a Supporting Surface for the make-up arti 
cles during their use, and a Spacing member 
pivoted on said tray member to nest within the 
latter in One pivoted position and to extend rear 
Wardly from the tray member in another pivoted 
position for contact with the user's body to Space 
the shelf member forwardly and dispose Said 
container in Said position for use; and a mirrored 
cover hinged. On Said container and movable to an 
open position at the front of the latter So that 
the user can observe a make-up operation. When 
the container is in said position for use. 

6. A make-up case according to claim 5, in 
cluding means for retaining Said tray member in 
Said stored position. 

7. A make-up case according to claim 5, in 
cluding releasable means for retaining Said tray 
member in Said extended position. 

8. A make-up case according to claim 5, in 
cluding yieldable means for selectively retaining 
Said spacing member in its nested position and 
in said Cther pivoted position. 

9. A make-up case comprising a container for 
make-up articles, a supporting strap on Said con 
tainer to extend around the user's neck for Sup 
porting the container at the front of the user's 
body, a drawer slidable in Said container and ex 
tensible rearwardly from the latter to provide a 
Supporting Surface for the make-up articles dur 
ing their use, a spacing member pivoted on Said 
drawer to nest in the bottom of the latter in one 
pivoted position and to extend rearwardly from 
the drawer in another pivoted position for con 
tact with the user's body for spacing the drawer 
and container for Wardly in a position for use so 
that contents of said container and articles placed 
on said supporting Surface are accessible to the 
user's hands, and a mirrored cover hinged on said 
container movable to an open position at the 
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8 
front of the latter so that the user can observe 
a make-up operation when the container is in 
said use position. 

10. A make-up case comprising a container for 
make-up articles, a supporting strap on said con 
tainer to extend around the user's neck for Sup 
porting the container at the front of the user's 
body, a tray member pivoted on said container to 
SWing from a stored position against the bottom 
of Said container to an active position extending 
rearwardly from the container for providing a 
Supporting Surface for make-up articles during 
their use, a spacing member pivoted on Said tray 
member to nest in the latter when in Said stored 
position and to extend rearwardly from said tray 
member when the latter is in Said active position 
for spacing the tray member and container for 
wardly from the user's body in a position for use 
So that contents of Said container and articleS On 
said supporting surface are accessible to the 
user's hands, and a mirrored cover hinged on Said 
container and movable to an open position at the 
front of the latter So that the user can observe 
a make-up operation when said container is in 
said use position. 

HORTENSE. B. GREEN, 
SYWA. B. GANES. 

REFERENCES CITED 
The following references are of record in the 

file of this patent: 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
1,443,858 Windecker ---------- Jan. 30, 1923 
1992,523 Dupret ------------ Feb. 26, 1935 
2,180,151 Koeller ------------ Nov. 14, 1939 
2,312,608 Wadsack ----------- Mar. 2, 1943 
2,530,231 Detweiler ---------- Nov. 14, 1950 


