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| GARMENT FOR INVALID
~ BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to garments, and par-
- ticularly ‘to_a garment which can be utilized by an in-
~valid confined to a wheel chaxr or otherwise restricted
in movement.

It should 'be apparent that an mvalld conﬁned to a

wheel chair has an immense problem with dressing in

clothing of conventional design, eéven with the aid and
assistance of another person. While this-is true of
- clothing in general, it applies particularly to nether gar-
meirts such as skirts or trousers or the like which cover
the wearer substantially from the waist down, inasmuch
as these must in nearly all cases be drawn over the
wearer’s hips in one way or another. Obviously, when
‘the person is-unable to rise, this task becomes quite dif-
ficult if not actually impossible.

It has been -proposed to partially  overcome this
“problem by providing garments specifically designed
for invalids which wrap around the body of the wearer
. and thus do hot require the person to rise. However,
such garments are generally quite distinctive as such
-and make no attempt to even remotely resemble con-
‘ ventional clothing, which: may often have a negative
psychological effect upon the wearer. These known
.~ garments are also frequently difficult to put on and take

off and only partially alleviate the problem of dressing.

- SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

'With the above background in mind, it is thereforeA

an ob_]ect of the presentinvention to provide a garment
for invalids which overcomés the above mentioned
drawbacks of the prlor art.

SpeCIﬁcally, it is:a’primary object of the present in-

vention to provide a nether garment such as a skirt .

which can be put on and taken off by an invalid con-
fmed to a wheel chair or otherwise restricted in move-
‘ ment ‘with a minimum of help.
It is-a further object of the invention to provide such
"-a garment for an invalid which, when worn by the per-
son, resembles: in appearance a conventlonal garment
“such as a skirt.
‘These ‘as well as other objects Wthh will become ap-
parent as the description proceeds, are xmplemented by
. the present invention characterized by a novel garment
- for partlcular use by invalids, comprising a full front
and.a partial back extending from above the wearer’s
‘hips’ upwardly to the waist or shoulders. In a preferred
embodiment; the invention comprises a skirt-like gar-
“ment having a front skirt panel resembling in ap-
“pearance the front of a conventional skirt, and side

panels substantially encircling the wearer’s body above.

‘the hips..The front skirt and side panels terminate at
their upper edges in a waist-encircling waistband hav-
ing'means to secure the ends thereof to-each other and
thus maintain the garment in position.

BRIEF.DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

© The invention itself will be better understood, and
additional features and advantages thereof will become
.apparent, from the following detailed description of a
 preferred embodiment of the invention, taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 represents a plan view of a skirt-like nether
garment constructed according to. this invertion,
shown as it appears opened out flat; and

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the garment
worn by a person confined to a wheel chair. ‘

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the drawings, and. particularly to
FIG. 1, it will be seen'that the garment according to this
invention comprises essentially a wrap-around skirt of
any desired length, such as knee length. The skirt in-

cludes a front portion. comprising a front skirt panel .

generally designated as 2, extending from a waist- encir-
cling waistband 4 along the upper edge thereof; to a
suitable hemline 6 along the lower edge thereof, and a
pair of sidewardly extending side panels or portions. .
designated as 8, which extend from the waistband 4
downwardly a suitable length to terminate in a lower
edge 10 which is preferably situated at or immediately

. above the wearer’s hips when in use: The side panels 8-
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may be formed from the same piece of material, such as
woven or non-woven fabrics, paper, etc., as the front
skirt panel 2, or alternately may comprise separate
panels which are stitched or otherw1se secured to the
sides of the front:skirt panel 2.

The bottom edge or hemline 6-of the front skirt panel
2, as well as the lower edges 10 of the side panels 8, are
preferably formed generally arcuately, as illustrated, in
order that the garments will substantially conform to
the body of the wearer when the garment is wrapped
around the wearer.

The side panel members 8 terminate at their respec- :
tive outer sides in side edges 14, the horizontal distance -
between the two' sides edges 14, i.e., the conibined
horizontal width of the two side panel' members, being
such as to permlt the side panels and the upper portion'
of the front skirt panel to be substantially wrapped ..
about the waist of the wearer. As shown, the front skirt
panel terminates at its opposite sides in substantially
vertical side edges 12; the horizontal width between
these side edges 12 being such as to permit the garment

to be wrapped around the wearer in front and the side -

edges 12 to be tucked under the legs of the! wearer
when the wearer is in a sitting position.

Means are provxded for securing the garment in p051-
tion upon the wearer. For this purpose, the opposite
ends of waistband 4 extend to . either side beyond the
side ‘edges 14 of the side panels and terminate in op-
posite ends 16. Cooperating means: are provided ad--
jacent each of the ends 16 for securing the ends of the .
waistband to each other behind the back of the wearer
at any suitable position, and as shown may preferably
comprise a pair of cooperating elongated panels 18 of <
self-adhering fabric, such as is commonly known and
sold under the trade name *“Velcro”, secured to the op-
posite ends of waistband 4. The securing panels- 18 are
of such a length as to permit securing the ends of the
waistband within any of a range of waist sizes. Al-
ternately, any other suitable fastening means may be
employed, such as snap fasteners, butons, hooks and
eyes, or the like.

It should be evident that by the construction outlined
above, the garment according to this invention, which
resembles in use a conventional skirt, can be readily -
put on or taken off by an invalid, as for example con-
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fined to a wheel chair, without the necessity for rising.
The garment is wrapped around the person from the
front, with the side panels 8 substantially encircling the
body of the wearer from the waist down to just above
the hips, and the waistband 4 may than be fastened be-
hind the wearer’s back by means of cooperating secur-
ing means 18 to any desired degree of tightness. The
side edges 12 of the front skirt panel 2 are then tucked
under the wearer’s legs, and the garment then resem-
bles in appearance a conventional skirt. »

While the invention as shown and described com-
prises a skirt-like garment, it is evident that this same
principle can be applied to other types of garments, as
for example a pair of trousers or slacks having a full
front. portion and a body-encircling side portion ex-
tending around the wearer’s body from the waist
downwardly to just above the hips. Alternately, the gar-
ment may comprise a full length dress or the like, in
which case the garment from the waist up would be
substantially identical with a conventional garment.

It is believed evident that by constructing a garment
according to the detailed description above, all of the
objects set forth in the introduction to the specification
have been successfully fulfilled. Accordingly,

What is claimed is:

1. A dress-like garment for use by an invalid confined
to a wheelchair enabling the invalid where capable to

 dress without the aid of others and without the need to
be lifted out of the wheelchair, comprising; a front skirt
portion having an upper edge, and extending from the
wearer’s waist downwardly to a lower edge defining a
hemline, and having a pair of lower opposing side
edges, the horizontal width between said side edges
being sufficient to wrap said front portion about the
front of the wearer’s legs and to tuck said side edges
under the wearer’s legs when the wearer is in a sitting
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position but insufficient to wrap said front portion
completely about the body of said wearer, an upper
side portion connected to and extending outwardly
from each side of said front portion and extending
downwardly from said upper edge to a lower edge just
above the hips, said lower edge intersecting said lower
side edges of said front portion, said side portions hav-
ing a combined horizontal width sufficient to wrap said
side portions completely about the body of the wearer
above the hips, and fastening means adapted to secure
said side portions at their ends so as to hold said gar-
ment in position wrapped about the body of the wearer,
whereby said garment in use resembles a conventional
skirt in appearance.

2. A garment as defined in claim 1, further compris-
ing a waistband secured to said upper edge of said front
portion and of said side portions, and extending out-
wardly to either side of said respective side portions,
said securing means being secured to said wastband ad-
jacent the respective opposite ends thereof.

3. A garment as defined in claim 2, wherein said
securing means comprises a pair of cooperating self-ad-
hering fabric strip members secured to said wastband.

4. A garment as defined in claim 1, wherein said
hemline is formed of an arcurate shape enabling said
garment to substantially conform to the body of the
wearer when the garment is wrapped around the

wearer. ; . . . .
5. A garment as defined in claim 4, wherein said

lower edge of said side portions are formed of an arcu-
rate shape.

6. A garment as defined in claim 1, wherein said side
portions and said front portions comprise an integral .
one-piece sheet of material.

7. A garment as defined in claim 1, wherein said
front portion is of knee length.
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