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Beit known that T, WiLniam B. HENNING, a

-citizen of the United States, residing in Water-

100, in the connty of De Kalb and State of In-
diana, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Fire-Escapes; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full, elear, and
exact description of thesame, reference being
had to the annexed drawings, in which—
Iigure 1 is a detail perspective view of
my improved fire-escape in position for oecnu-
pancy. Fig. 2isalongitudinal sectional view
showing the position of the parts at the time
the weight is imposed thereon; and Fig. 3 is a
detail perspective view of one portion of the
fire-escape, showing the same in the open or

ungripped position.

Referring by letter to the accompanying
drawings, A designates a metallicslecve,which
is provided at its upper end with a collar hav-
ing integral projecting lugs or ears, in which
or between which the upper end of the grip-
ping-lever B is pivoted or hinged. RKach of
the sleeves A is provided near its upper end
with a rectangular recess A/, which communi-
cafes at its lower end with a longitudinal slot
A*in the sleeve. Kach sleeve A is also pro-
vided with a hand-hold D about midway be-
tween its ends, on one side thereof, by which
the person descending orascending may grasp
either of said sleeves. A lever B is pivoted
or hinged betwecn the lugs or ears on the col-
lar at the upper end of each of thesleeves, and

is provided with a laterally-projecting grip or
braké X, which engages, when operated, the
repe or wire which forms the way upon which
the descent and ascent are made, as the case
may be, when the escape is operated.

In fire-escapes of this class as heretofore
constructed provision only was made for the
descent of a person from a burning building.
It is frequently necessary in casualties of the
character referred to that ascent shall be ac-
complished as well as descent, and that which
under ordinary conditions might appear to
the casual observer as duplication resulfs in
this instance as a unitary structure, for the
reason that the two sleeves are worked alter-
nately, yet in conjunction, to produce the as-
cent as well as to secure descent.

Having thus fullv deseribed my invention,
wlrat T claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— ]

In afire-escape, the combination,witha rope-
way, of an uppersleeve provided with a gnide-
eye, a gripping-lever, and a rope for actuating
the same, of a lower sleeve provided with a
guide-eye,agripping-lever,and aropeforactu-
ating the same, whereby both the ascent to
and thedescent from a building can be accom-
plished, substantially as set forth.

‘ CWAM, B IENNING.
Witnesses:
R. E. HIENNING,
OLIVER P, SMiTH.
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